How Chinese Families
- Live in Peiping

A Study of the Income and Expenditure of 283 Q.N.S.am.wm
Families Receiving from $8 to $550
Silver per Month

BY
SIDNEY D. GAMBLE

Research Secretary, National Council of
the Young Mew's Christian Associations;
Author of “Peking: 4 Social Surpey”

‘Field Work in Charge of
Wane Ho-ca’en and Liane Jen-mo .

-2
il

M a

CITY GATE
One of the sixteen gates in the

FUNK & WAGNALLS COMPANY
" NEW YORK AND LONDON

1933

walls of Peiping.




CONTENTS

CHAPTER

, PrEFACE . . ., . . . . .
I. InTRODUCTION . . . . . .
II. SoctaL Data . . ., . ., .
ITY. Hzno_ﬁm e e e e e
V. mwmmzumedwmlm.o.ou R
V. Foon Um.?.Pm e e e
VI CeorEne . . . . ., . .
VI Housing aNpD RenT. . . .
~VIIL. Hear, LigaT AND WATER . .
IX. MisceLLankous . . . ., .

X. WEDDINGs AND FUNERALS .
X1 Invtviouasr Faminy Bupgers
XII, SummAry oF Finpings . . .

ArrEnDIx I: GLossary . . .
ArreEnpIx II: TaBLES . . .
APPENDIX III: BIBLIOGRAPHY

InpEX., . . . . . . . .

Vil

PAGE

X111

17
36

76
109
121
141
164
198
242
285
313
315
338
343



ILLUSTRATIONS

FACING
PAGE

City Gate . . . , . . . . . . Frontispiece

Thirteen-Inch Millet Heads . . . . . . . . . &0
Panicled Millet . .*. . . . . . ... ... 60
Kaoliang . . . . . . .. ... ... .. 6
Riee . . . . . ... .. ... .. .. 61
Working-Class Family Homes . . . . . . . . 124
Courtyard of a Well-to-Do Home . . . . . . . . 124
A Summer Coiffure . . ., . . . . . . . . . 125
ATgerBaby . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 125
Enjoying Summer . . . . . . . . ., . . . 125
A Young Aristocrat . . . . . . . . . . . . 125
Making Coalballs . . . . . . . . ., . . . 15
Coalball Stoves . . . . ., . . . . . . . . . 15
Roadside Well . ., . . . . . . . . . . .. 157
Water Wheelbarrow . . . . . . . . . . . . 157
Family Shrine . . . . . . . . . . . . ., . 188
Gate Gods . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 188
Burning Incemse . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18
Paper Money . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18
Wedding Procession Banner . . . . ., . . . . 204
Wedding Chair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 204
Wedding Carriage . . . . . . . ., . . . . 205

Recording Wedding Presents . . . . . . . . . 205
: ix




x ILLUSTRATIONS

Houses for the Other World .

Paper Servants . , ., .

Carriage for Use in the Om::. éoa_m
Motor-Car for the Other World

Funeral Lions . . ., |

Catafalque on Its Way to the Grave

Chinese Grave Mounds . .
Mohammedan Grave Mounds

-

.

»

.

.

FACING
PAGE

236
236
237
237
308

308

309
309

DIAGRAMS AND MAPS

FIGURE
1. Page from 20-Page Monthly Account-Book . . ".
2. Sheet for Monthly and Annual Totals . . . . .
3. Distribution in Peiping of the Families Studied . .
4. Size of Families: Number of Persons and Cost
Consumption Units . . . . . ., . . .
3. .>mm Distribution—Per Cent of Males and H_,me_am
in Five-Year Age Groups . . ... . . . .
6. Income: Amounts Received @9. Month from Dii-
. ferent Sources . . . . . e e
7. Income: Hum.owoiuon Wmnﬁﬁ& mch Ummmwmnﬁ
Sources . . . R
8. Expenditure: >§.oEﬁ mwnnﬁ per goﬁ& moﬂ Five
Main Classifications . . . . . . . . .
9. Food: Expenditure per Cost Oonmﬁdmﬂas Unit
per Month . . . . . .o
10. Expenditure: wuowoaos mm.m:ﬁ for U_monnsﬁ
: Budget Items . . . . RN

11. Food: Annual Expenditure per Ooﬁu Oonmﬁswﬁos

12.

13.
14.

15.

16.

Unit for Different Food O_mmmymnmﬂosm e

Food: Proportion of Total mu%mnmmswm Used for
Different Food Classifications . . . . .

Food: Variation in Monthly Expenditure . . . .

mHmEmmsam,_oﬁm.mu%mm&ﬂﬁmwmﬂOoﬂ Oon-
sumption Unit per Year . . . . . .o

Condiments: Expenditure per Cost Oosm,,ﬁn:uﬁoﬁ
Unit per Year . . . . . . . . .

Meat: Expenditure per Cost Oonmcgwﬂom GEH
per Year . . . . . . . . . .
xi

PAGE

6
7.
18

21
25
40
43
48
49
52
59

62
69

79
90

95



xii DIAGRAMS AND MAPS
FIGURE
17. Clothing : Expenditure per Person per Year . . .

18. Housing: Rooms per Family and Persons per
Room . . , . .

19. Housing : Rent per Room @mu.goﬁw .

20. Heat, Light and Water: Annual Expenditure per

Family . e e - e
21. Heat, Light and Water: Monthly Consumption of
Coalbails, Kerosene, Water . . . . . .o

PAGE

112

131
135

147

151

PREFACE

Ta1s study aims to put another piece into the China
section of the puzzle of family income and expenditure
around the world. It shows how Chinese families living
in one of the large non-industrial cities and representing
different economic levels, with incomes ranging from $8
to $550 silver a month, get and spend their incomes, ' Tt is
based on detailed written accounts kept by 283 families for
an entire year. So far as we can discover, it is the frst
study of this sort to be attempted in China, although an-
other study in which a group of 48 families kept accounts
for six months was carried on in Peiping almost simul-
taneously with ours.

~ Since the family incomes cover a wide range, it has
been possible to show how the income influenced the size
of the family group living together, and how the propor-
tions of the budget spent for food, clothing, heat and

light, rent, and miscellaneous items changed with a change

of income. As the accounts were completely itemized, we
have been able to show how expenditure for individual
iterns, especially for the different kinds of food, varied at
different income levels; how corn flour and then millet
flour dropped out as the family income increased; how

- wheat flour and rice took their place; how the expenditure

for rice exceeded that for wheat flour when the family
income was above $200 a month. It has been possible to
study the seasonal variation in expenditure for the differ-
ent food classifications, for fuel and for light. A study

X '



xiv : PREFACE

of the nutritive and fuel value of the diets of our families
has not been attempted.

The material on Chinese weddings and funerals is
unique, we believe, in that it gives the actual amounts spent
for the services and equipment connected with these occa-
sions. The accounts bring out many of the Chinese wed-
ding and funeral customs. We have endeavored to secure
information concerning the meaning of certain of these
customs, but it has not been our intention to attempt any
complete study or description of wedding and funeral
customs. The wedding, funeral and other photographs
were taken by the author.

The tables giving detailed figures for the different in-
come groups have been grouped in Appendix II, Pages
315-337. Reference to the tables is advisable, if one would

see the budget picture in all its detail, for it is impossible

to discuss the figures for all the income groups, and it is
not easy to determine the figures for any particular income
group from the graphs in the charts. For ease in reading,
the amounts included in the text are given to the nearest
five cents. The exact figures are shown in the tables.

We do not claim complete accuracy for our figures,
since the many families, from whom our information was
gathered, varied in their understanding of what we were
trying to do. However, the number of items constantly
checked insures a relatively complete report. Regular
seasonal changes in the consumption of certain commodi-
ties and the fact that the figures are generally consistent
also point to reasonable completeness and accuracy.

Some questions raised by the study of the budget
figures have had to be left unanswered, since, as soon as
the field work was completed and the accounts had been

ww“mm,>0mu : xv

transcribed, it was necessary to bring mﬁ records from
China to the United States. The making of the tables
and the study and analysis of the figures have been car-
ried on here. A large part of the manuscript has been
sent to China and reviewed by one of the head field-
workers and other Chinese friends, but it has not been
possible to go back to the individual families for the addi-
tional information that would give the answers to all the
questions raised.

The comparison of amounts m@mnﬁ for certain moomm or
classes of goods, by families living in various countries is
of little significance because of the exchange factor and
the differences in price levels. We have found it of inter-

est, however, to compare the proportion of the budget used

for the five main expenditure classifications—food, cloth-

ing, heat and light, rent, E_mnozmmmoum|3~ Chinese

families receiving different amounts of income, with the
figures for families belonging to various income levels in
other countries. Equal figures do not mean that the
families included in the comparison have the same stand-
ards of living, or the same plane of living, but they do
seem to show that they occupy about the same relative
position in the scale of living in their respective countries.
If this is true, it is then a simple matter to determine the
amount of money needed to secure the same relative posi-
tion in the scale of different countries, In Bmwmnw. such
comparisons, however, the time when the various budget
studies were made and subsequent changes in ?.So levels
must never be forgotten.

It is believed that the material here ?.mmmnﬁmm will be of
interest and value to economists and sociologists; and that
the study makes available Chinese material which will be
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specially useful to teachers of economics and sociology-in
China. It is hoped, also, that this study will be helpful to
those who, in planning for China’s economic development,
are concerned for the welfare of the workers. Some
budgets show that certain Chinese families can and do live
on a low plane, We trust that this fact will not be used
as an excuse to force other workers to live on that same
low plane.

A study such as this brings vivid realization of some of
the problems of living that Chinese families must meet.
The figures, as they have painted the picture in increasing
detail, have brought to us growing appreciation and re-
spect for these families and the way they meet their prob-
lems and make the best of their conditions of life. We_
have been impressed by the fact that 71 per cent of the
families lived within their income. .,

The help and cooperation of a large number of people
is needed to carry through this type of study successfully,
and we are glad to acknowledge indebtedness to those who
have given assistance. We are specially indebted to the
families included in this study for their willingness to tell
us, day by day, the intimate details of their economic life;
to our head field-workers, Mr. Wang Ho-ch’en and Mr,
Liang Jen-ho, for their efficiency, enthusiasm and self-
sacrificing help, without which this study could not have
been made; to Mrs. Betty Roberts Barker, for her efficient
handling of office problems, and for seeing the work in
Peiping through to its conclusion in spite of “Peking
dust” and days of tension when Communist uprisings
seemed possible; to Mr. Chang Hung-chiin, for his help
in interpreting details of Chinese life; to Dr. James H.
Ingram, for assistance in finding the proper English trans-
lation for the Chinese names of the many items included

PREFACE C xvid

in the accounts; to Dr. William B. Pettus, for m.smonammon
concerning burial customs among the Chinese Mohamme-

. dans; to the Peiping Young Men’s Christian Association,

for the use of office space in its building and the enjoy-
ment of its other privileges; to Dr. Arthur Hummel and
Mrs. Anne Stoddard, for help with the preparation of the
manuscript; and to Dr. Jessica B. Peixotto, who, as.
teacher, friend and fellow-investigator in the field of
family budgets, has done much to stimulate and develop

. the author’s interest in the problems of household
-€COTIOMICS,

S.D.G



“Seven things to worry about when you throw
open your door each morning—ifuel, rice, oil, salt,
SOy, vinegar, tea.”

—Proverb of the poor in Ching.

“We talk about Kou-chi Ming-sheng, national
welfare and the people’s livelihood, but I fear that
we only pay lip service to those words and have
not .nmm:% sought to understand them. , . . But
mﬁ. mn this day of scientific knowledge, we will
E.Em the phrase into the realm of scientific
..&mnc.mﬂoﬁ and study its social and economic
WBE_nmmonmu we shall find that it takes on an
immeasurable significance,”

—Sun YVat-sen.

“Livelihood is the center of government, the
center of economics, the center of all historical
movements. . . . When we have made a thorough
nvestigation of this central problem, then we can
find a way to a solution of the socia] problem,”

—Sun Yat-sen,

‘HOW CHINESE FAMILIES LIVE

IN PEIPING

I
INTRODUCTION

CHina’s new economic program stresses the need of a
better life for the workers, but it has been difficult to dis-
cover just how the workers live, and what would consti-
tute a better life for them, since only within recent years
has any attempt been made to study the budgets of
Chinese families. .

The studies made before 1926 were based, as a rule,
on information secured by interviews and questionnaires.
The member of the family who had most to do with its
financial affairs was asked to estimate the family income

~and the expenditure for food, clothing, rent, heat and

light, and miscellaneous items during a month, or a longer
period of time. The financial transactions of a Chinese
working-class family are apt to be accurately remembered
by ﬁrmE. since the amount of money handled is so small,
and so much care must be exercised in spending. This
fact makes it possible to secure reasomably accurate
estimates of family income and expenses. _
With growing interest in the economic life of the

- workers, however, need has arisen for the greater accuracy

of family budget figures based, not on estimates, but on
I
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complete written family accounts kept for six months or
a year. Many well-to-do households keep such accounts,
especially if several branches of the family are living to-
gether and contributing to a common treasury. Al the
contributors are interested in seeing that the money is
properly handled, so the family treasurer is required to
keep complete and detailed records. Some of these ac-
counts have been secured and studied,* but they have not
been available in any considerable number. Records of
the income and expenditure of workers’ families have not
been available because the Chinese working classes seldom
have enough education to keep accounts. Complete ac-
counts, therefore, could be secured only if families could
be found who would be willing to report their income and
expenditures, day by day, for a period of several months,
and if-a method could be devised whereby outside help
might be used to record the daily transactions for those
families in which no one was able to write.

This is the report of such a study. Using personal
contacts, beginning first with the friends of our field-
workers, then working with friends of their friends, we
gradually built up a group of Chinese families living in
Peiping who were willing to tell what money they received
and how they spent it. The first of these families were

secured in June, 1926, and they began keeping accounts on

July first.  Others were added as they could be persuaded
to join the group. Our first goal was 100 families, most
of them belonging to the artisan or unskilled groups, and
having incomes of $30 a month or less. We wished to
include some families with larger incomes also, in order

*No. 16, Bibliography. (All numbers in the footnotes refer to the titles in
the Bibliography given in Appendix IIL)

INTRODUCTION 3

that their budgets might be compared with those of the
poorer families to show how family expenditure is affected
by difference in incorme. _

An unexpected response from the Chinese families
made it possible to enlarge the study until, on December
first, the lists included 313 families. Each of the two
head field-workers secured and supervised virtually one-
half of the families included in the study. The problem
of keeping the accounts was solved by having writers call
every day, or every other day, on those who could not read
and write. These writers recorded the daily receipts and
expenses. of the household. Some 60 families wrote their
own accounts under the supervision of the head field-
workers,

The months from July through November, while the
list of families was being built up, were used as a time of
experitrient to bring out difficulties, to train workers, cor-
rect forms and revise methods of work. On December
first the lists were considered complete, and no new fam-
ilies were added after that time, The study was continued
for a full year, ending November 30, 1927. Some of the -

- families grew tired of giving a daily report to the writers .

and withdrew before the year was finished, some moved
away from Peiping, some households were broken by
death, some accounts were incomplete and others were
evidently inaccurate. Omitting all these, accounts suf-
ficiently complete for use were secured from 283 families.

: The incomes ranged from $8 to $550 a morith, silver,?
One hundred and thirty-five families, 48 per cent of those

included in the study, had incomes of less than $30 a

® Amounts are given in Chinese silver dollars, Average gold-silver exchange
Bmm for 1927: $2.24 silver = $1.00 gold; 1931 average: $4.54 silver — $1.00
gold. ] ]
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month; 110 families, 39 per cent of those studied, re-
ceived between $30 and $100 a month; and 38 families,
13 per cent, had incomes of $100 or more a month,

In order to determine how increased income influenced
family expenditure, the families were divided into 19
income groups. Below $40 a month, the range for each
group was $5 a month~—from $5 to $9.99, from $10 to
$14.99. Between $40 and $100, the range was $10 a
month; and between $100 and $200, it was $25 a month.
The families with incomes between $200 and $300 a
month were grouped together, and those receiving over
$300 a month. The small-range income groups have been
used for the low-income families in order to show the

change in expenditure which is the result of a few dollars

difference in income, and to dllow for the large propor-
tional change made by that difference.
month means an increase of 50 per cent for a family ordi-
narily receiving $10 a month, and a 15 per cent increase
for a family receiving $35 a month. Larger range groups
have been both necessary and advisable for the higher
income families. Between $10 and $60 a month, the in-
come groups had from 16 to 60 families each. The other
groups were smaller, with 3 to 12 families in each. The
number in each group is given in Table 2. It is recog-
nized that 19 income groups is a large number, and that
in some groups there are only a few families ; but, because
of the general distribution of the families and the results
secured, it has seemed better not to reduce the number of
groups.

As the families included in our study lived in different
parts of the city, represented a wide variety of occupa-
tions, and, so far as we could determine, were a reason-

An extra $5 a

~

INTRODUCTION _ 5

ably average sample, the number in the different income
groups seems to be sufficiently large to give a complete
picture of the average expenditure of the families in the

lower income groups ; and, in the higher income groups, to

proyide sufficient data to show clearly how a change in
family income affects the size of the family and the dis-
tribution of its expenditure,

In return for the keeping of their accounts, the families
with small incomes were paid a dollar a month. Where
the income was larger, presents given at Chinese New
Year and the Spring and Autumn Festivals, the fifth of

‘the Fifth Moon and the fifteenth of the Eighth Moon,

seemed a better way of recognizing the help which had
been given. A basket of fruit, cakes and tea was the
usual gift, some of these costing $2 and others $3, the
more expensive being given to the families with the
larger incomes. The dollar a month given to the poorer
families was entered on the family accounts since it was
part of their money income, but the presents of fruit, tea
and cake were not included. These gifts may have re-
duced slightly the household expenditure; but, for the
most part, they were not the type of food the families
would buy if they were to choose how the money .should
be spent. A few families reported some other small gifts
of food, but no attempt was made to estimate the value
of these gifts, and they too were omitted from the ac-
counts, :

An account-book of some twenty pages, similar to the
one shown in Figure 1, was given to each family every
month. These provided space for recording the daily
receipts from different sources, and the daily expenditure
for each of the many items bought by the family.
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Monthly totals for each of the principal foods, for fuel,
light and water, for the different educational and religious
items, were transcribed for each family, in order to make
possible a study of the seasonal and annual expenditure
for the individual items. The different expenditure items
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Frcure 1—Page from Twenty-Page Book Used for Recording
Daily Expenditure. i

were also grouped in 23 classifications, and the monthly
totals of these were transcribed on sheets similar to those
in Figure 2, Seven of the 23 expenditure classifications
were for different kinds of food, such as grain, flour,
meat, vegetables; 13 were for the kinds of expenditure
ordinarily grouped under the heading “Miscellaneous,” as
education, communication, health, service, religion. The
income items were grouped under eight headings,

INTRODUCTION 7

The monthly figures were totaled for the first and sec-
ond halves of the year, as well as for the entire year. A
comparison of the figures for the first and second six
months, and for the two groups of families supervised by
the two field-workers, brought out no significant differ-

FAMILY MONTHLY BUDGET SHEET

Adlreaer
District of Prkiog.

T e e s e

S Faem
i
Wone oo s

Timedu Pobing_ .

b @h Tth R Tk 1th %ﬂ«q

Frcure 2—Sheet for Monthly and ‘Annual Totals, (Similar Sheet
Used for Twenty-Two Expense Classifications.)

ences. Oosmm.@cmzmw the annual figures for all the families
have been used throughout the study. The transcripts
of the monthly totals for the different income and expense
classifications were all checked for errors. The additions
of the day-by-day entries for the individual items were
not all verified, but were checked often enough to secure
accuracy.

. Some incomie and expense items were reported in copper
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coins, some in silver, and some in hoth silver and copper.
The copper items have been converted into silver at the
average of the daily exchange rates for the particular
month in which the expenditure was reported, the silver
equivalent being figured to the nearest cent. The monthly
averages varied from 369 coppers per dollar in December
1926, to 392 in August 1927. In November 1927, the
average rate was 372. For the year, the average was 382
coppers per dollar. The minimum daily rate was 368,
quoted on December first to fourth, and again on Decem-

ber twenty-first and twenty-second. The maximum was

396, the rate for August ninth to twelfth. The complete
monthly averages are given in the Table on page 14, Ten
years before, in 1917, the monthly average went as low
as 120, and the annual average was only 123.5 coppers
to the dollar. Since then there has been an almost continu-

ous increase in the rate. It went above 200 at the end of -

1923, over 250 in the autumn of 1924, over 300 at the
end of 1925, and over 400 in 1928, ’

It was recognized that it was well-nigh impossible to

get an absolutely complete and accurate repott from even

the most cooperative family, either because some items .

were forgotten, or because some were of such a nature
that the family did not . wish them to appear in the record.
An effort was made, therefore, to get the families to re-
port the amount of money on hand at the beginning and
end of each month, but it was impossible to persuade them
to cooperate to that extent.

The atcounts were all discussed with the respective
families when the figures were completed for the first
half year, and again at the end of the study. This brought
out a number of additions, some expenditure for clothing,

INTRODUCTION 9

numerous amounts given to relatives, sums borrowed
from family or friends. In one case, a family admitted
that they had spent $25 for opium; others added gambling
income and losses. One family reported that they had
received $5 when they gave away a son whom they could
not support. In several instances, it was possible to add
to the account even the approximate amounts spent on
prostitutes, . :

Since it was possible to secure reports on such intimate
details from many of the families, it is felt that, although
there is undoubtedly some unreported income and expendi-
ture, the accounts are relatively complete, especially when
they are averaged in groups. And it is believed that the
averages for the different groups give a picture of family
income and expenditure at different levels that is well
within the fluctuations present in the various groups, due

‘to differences in the size and make-up of the families, to

differences in their néeds and tastes, and to differences in
their methods of expenditure.

A further check on the accuracy of the figures was made
by a special study of the monthly expenditure for kerosene
reported by the $10, the $15 and the $20 groups. This
was a completely impersonal item. Families in those
groups all used kerosene and all bought it in small quanti-
ties day by day. The average month-by-month consump-
tion follows closely the expected seasonal variation, high
in December, 131 per cent of the monthly average, and low
in July, 70 per cent of the monthly average. Am,mmE.oNH.v
Inasmuch as the expenditure for this item approximates a
normal seasonal change, the report of the expenditure
seems to be complete and accurate. If this is true of
kerosene, there is good reason to believe that we have



1o HOW CHINESE FAMILIES LIVE

been able to secure a relatively complete and accurate re-
port on other items, especially the impersonal ones in-
cluded under food, heat, clothing and rent.

In order to offset some, at least, of the possible omis-
stons, the accounts have been balanced by adding a “sur-
plus” item to the expense side when there was unexpended
current income; and “deficit” has been added to the in-
come side when the family spent for current expenses
more than their reported income,

Besides the addition of surplus and deficit, the follow-
ing changes were made in the accounts after they had
been transcribed, but before they were totaled, or any
percentages were figured, Any reported business expense
was deleted from the expenditure side and, if made from
current income, was deducted from the reported income.

As this is a study of the families’ current accounts, when -

capital income was used for a capital expense, the amounts
have been omitted from the totals. If rent did not appear
on the expense side of the account—that is, if a family
owned their home, lived in a house given them rent-free,
or made enough profit from subletting rooms at an ad-
vanced rent to give them their quarters partly, or entirely,
rent-free—the rent value of the property occupied rent-
free has been added to both sides of the account. In this
way, it has been possible to give rent its proper weight in
the family expenses and secure the complete figures for
other housing items.

Some people have questioned the making of a budget
study in Peiping in 1926 on the basis that times were
abnormal, that there was revolution and civil war in
China, and that there had been fighting around the city in
the spring of 1926 when Feng Yu-hsiang had been driven

INTRODUCTION 11

out of the city by Chang Tso-lin. However, the city was
at peace during the entire time of the study; and while
many foreigners, fearing a possible Communist uprising,

hurriedly left during the spring of 1927, the ordinary

Chinese family was not seriously affected by the tension
of those days, Furthermore, a previous study showed
that prices in Peiping were little influenced by political
events unless communications were interrupted, and that
they quickly returned to normal as soon as the roads were
opened.® The price level had been rising, until in 1927
the prices of pork and mutton were 57 and 87 per cent
higher than the 1924 averages, and the 1924-1927 increase
for salt was 66 per cent, oils-35 per cent, coalballs 38 per

. cent, flours between 15 and 20 per cent, but, during the

time the field-work of this study was being carried on,
prices remained relatively stable. The combined index
number for food, clothing and fuel ranged from 97.8 to
102.5 with the high point in December and the low point
in October.*

One special reason for making the study in 1926 was :

that it was evident a change of some sort was coming in

- China, both in the political and the economic fields, Trade-

unions were being organized in many cities and were
increasing wages, prices had heen going up, and there
were many groups opposed to the Peiching (Peking)
government. A study of family budgets made at that

time would anticipate the coming change, would give a

 picture of mmmm.wmmv.mw...mm.,.m_,Hmuw...w.no:-mﬂmmm.mmm.ﬁ city before

the change should take place, and would provids a point
of departiire for measuring the changes and development
of the new régime. Tess than a year after the field-work

8 No. 18, Bibliography. ¢Nos. 11 and 18,
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was completed, the Nationalist forces captured Peking,

changed its name to Peiping, and moved the capital to
Nanking. .

DrriniTiON oF TErMS

Age refers to age figured according to the Chinese system.

An infant is considered to be one year old when born and two:

years old on the next New Year's day. The usual method of
figuring the equivalent age according to the Western system is
to deduct one year from the Chinese age. As the Chinese ages
have been used, the limits of the five-year age groups have been
set as I to 5, 6 to 10, rather than, under 5, 5 to 9, et cetera, the
usual limits when ages are figured to the latest birthday.

Budget refers to actual income and expenditure rather than to
-~ any plan of family finance. Family budget and family account
are used synonymously.

Business Expense refers to items spent in connection with
the business by which the family earns its living, such as ricksha
rent, ricksha taxes, push-cart rent, business supplies, wages of
workers doing other than domestic  work., If entered in the
family accounts, these items have been omitted from the expense
side and have been deducted from the reported current income,

Capital Expenditure is money spent for a capital item, loaned
to others, used to reduce accounts payable, invested with a sav-
ings society, deposited in a store or bank. If paid out of capital
income, it has been omitted from the account, as it would then
represent a reinvestment of capital funds rather than the ex-
penditure of part of the family’s current account. ,

Capital Income is money received from capital sources, the
sale of property, borrowing, the reduction of accounts receivable,

savings.” Even though it represents money received, capital in-

come has been omitted from the account unless it was used to
meet current expenses.

A Catty is a Chinese unit of weight. Tt varies somewhat,
depending upon the particular kind of catty used, but ordinarily
it is taken as equivalent to 1.33 pounds. :
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Coalballs, the most generally used fuel in Peiping, are a mix-
ture of coal dust and yellow earth, -When wet, this mixture is
cut into small cubes some two inches on a side. These are rolled
into balls in a large flat basket, and then dried.

The Cost Consumption Unit is used to measure the require-
.ments of members of a family in terms of those of an adult male.
It allows for the differences in consumption due to differences
in age and sex, and also the number of persons in the family in-
the different age and sex groups. Scales for food, clothing, rent,
house furnishings, based on a study of American family budgets,
have been worked out by the United States Department of
Agriculture, but only the food scale has been used in this study.
Not enough information has been collected to make it possible
to determine how well any of the scales fit Chinese conditions. In
using the food scale it has been necessary to assume that, at
present, it is the best one available. The scale of units for food

"expenditure is given in the following table. When figuring the

number of units in the Chinese families we have increased the
limits of the age groups one year to allow for the difference be-
tween the Chinese and Western methods of figuring age.

COST CONSUMPTION UNITS FOR REDUCING FOOD
EXPENDITURES TO TERMS OF AN ADULT MALES

i Each

First additional

individual in individual

age and sex in age and

group sex group

19 and L | |
and Over.....icvevvennieiniineaa| 1.0 0.9
15 to 18 inclusive....ovvuvennnnn.n.. ] 7
FEMALE
19 and OVET v stevnrennanrsnannnns 9 B
15 to 18 inclusive..........c...vuns. J BN
MALE OR FEMALE
12 to 14 inclusive.................., 6 5
6 to 11 inclusive.......ocvuvsvun... . 4 3
L L T 3 2
5 No. 45.
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The Currency in which income, expenditureé and prices are
given is Chinese silver dollars. Many items were paid for in
copper coins and were so entered on the accounts. These have
been converted to silver at the average silver-copper exchange
rate for the month, Daily quotations secured from the news-
papers and from exchange shops were used in figuring the
monthly averages. The value of the Chinese dollar in terms of
gold fluctuates constantly, The average rate for the year of this
study was $1 gold=$2.25 silver.® In 1931, the rate was ordi-
narily more than 4 to 1, and for a short time even 5 to 1.

MONTHLY AVERAGE, SILVER-COPPER EXCHANGE
RATE. RATE=COPPERS PER DOLLAR.
ONE COPPER=10 CASH

1926, December ........... 369 1927, July ... ...l 361
1927, January ............. 376 “ August ............. 392
“  February ........... 377 *  September .......... 388
“ March L............. 384 - “ October ............ 376
“April Lol 384 “  November .......... 372
“ May ....ooiionn. ] 384
“ June ....... Ceeeaien 391 Average .................. 382

Q&Qm:w.m.%mx&&%mmmﬁro amount spent for food, clothing,

. rent, heat, light and water, miscellaneous. .
Current Income is the amount received from wages, rent, in-

terest, miscellaneous, ”

Deficit appears on an account when the reported income, both
current and capital, was not sufficient to meet the reported current
expenditure. Under the heading “Deficit,” enough has been
added to the income side to balance the account.- It has been
treated as part of the family’s capital income,

A Family is any two or more persons living together, but
only two “families” failed to include two or more people akin to
each other. The number in the family includes servants, children
away at school, and any members of the immediate family whose
work required that they live elsewhere in Peiping, such as boys
serving their apprenticeships, men living where they worked.
A husband, son, or other relative living in another city was not

¢ No, 9.
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counted as a member of the family, even though regularly con-
tributing to its support. In figuring the number of cost consump-
tion units in a family, proper allowance has been made for the
absence of any of those counted as members of the family.

The Graphs, except on the charts giving monthly expenditure,
show the general trend rather than the figures for the individual

‘income groups. The curves have been drawn first through the
. points given by a three-point moving average, have heen ex-

tended to the $5 and $300 group amounts, and then have been
smoothed. Monthly expenditure graphs are unsmoothed, Proper
allowance has been made in the charts for the differences in the
range of the income groups.

Hopei is the present name of the province in which Peiping is
located. Prior to 1928 it was known as Chihli Province,

An Income Group includes. all the families whose incomes lie
between certain limits. The families have been grouped on the
basis of their mdmuwmm,ﬁo:ﬁr_w income, rather than their annual
income. Differences of $5 and $10 a month have been used,
rather than $50 and $100 a vear.

Month refers to the Western calendar month, except when

‘ordinal numbers are used, as First Month, Second Month, The
- latter refer to the months of the Chinese lunar calendar,

Peiping, North Peace, is the present name given to the city
formerly called by the Chinese, Peiching, North Capital, and by
the foreigners, Peking. The name was changed in 1928. Al-
though the old names were still in use when this study was made,
the new name has been adopted for this report,

The Percentages given in the tables ordinarily are the aver-
ages of the percentages of the individual families in each income
group. They differ somewhat from those figured on the basis of
the average amount received or spent by all the families in the
income group, but the difference is not large.

A Picul is 100 catties, 133 pounds.

The Prices of commodities have been secured from the Chinese
Economic Journal,t from Livelihood in Peking® and by personal
visits to the stores,

"Ne, 11. . 8No. 39.
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Rent Value is the amount the families occupying property
rent-free have estimated they would have to pay, if they rented
the property. Because the omission of rent from a ¢bnsiderable
proportion of the accounts would greatly change the figures for
the different income groups, it has seemed best to add this rent
value to both the income and expense sides of the accounts in
cases where families owned their homes, were allowed to live in

houses rent-free, or made enough by subletting rooms at an

advanced rent to give them their own quarters partly, or entirely,
rent-free,

Surplus is the amount added to the expense side to balance the
account when the reported expenditure for both current and
capital items was less than the current income. In some in-
stances, this surplus possibly represents some unreported expendi-
ture. The rest would be unexpended savings,

Wages is the amount received from-all forms of personal ac-
tivity. Tt includes wages, salary, commissions, profit from busi-
ness such as peddling, story-telling, fortune-telling, making and
selling hair ornaments, paper flowers, medicine, pens.

IT
SOCIAL DATA

DistriruTiON 1IN THE CITY

In securing the families for this study, an effort was
made to represent all parts of the city of Peiping. In
the group finally selected, there were 151 families living
in the North City, 102 in the South City, and 30 outside
the city walls. Some families were studied in all but two
of the 20 police districts inside the city walls, and outside
of five of the thirteen city gates. The two missing dis-
tricts were Central No. 2, the west half of the Imperial
City, and Qutside Right No. 2, part of the vmmmmmmm_.&m-
trict outside Ch’ienmen. The problem of transportation,
and the fact that most of the families had to be visited at

least-every other day, made it necessary to have most of

them in several main centers. The largest numbers were
57 families in one center, and 25 in another, in police dis-
trict Inside Left No. 1, the southeast corner of the North
City; 63 families in Outside Left No. 5, just north of the
Temple of Heaven; 26 in Inside Right No. 1, south mm
the west side of the Imperial City and near the electric
light plant; 15 in Inside Right No. 3 near the Drum
Tower and the Presbyterian Mission; and 15 outside of .
Chang T Men, the gate in the middle of the west wall of
the South City. There were from two to eight families
in the other police districts. (Figure 3.) The Inside
17 :
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districts are in the North, or Tartar City. The Outside
districts are now inside the city walls, but are still called
“outside,” because they are in the South, or Chinese City,
which was established in 1524 but was not walled until
1564. The walls of the North City were given their

[ o H

y . TARTAR ,
1 _:m.a.m Ueft—if e Ky
; A No.3 F 1
Inside. Right : ah )
o4 iMFERIAL e et
: | Cenitrpl 1 ] -
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Ficure 3—Distribution in Peiping of the Families Studied.

present form and faced with brick in 1435 “Left” is
east and “‘right” is west, the directions as seen by a man
facing south, the cardinal point of the Chinese compass.

The range of income of the families in the different
1 No, 17.
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districts shows that the poor and the well-to-do families
tend to live relatively near each other. The 38 families
with incomes of more than $100 a month were living in 11
different police districts and outside two of the gates. So
far as can be determined, the only differences in the ac-
counts that were the direct result of the location of the
homes, were lower rents for those living outside the city
wall, and no expenditure for water by many of the fam-
ilies outside the gates, since they were able to carry their
own water supply from the public well, and were not
obliged to buy it from a water-carrier. .

RACE AND ORIGIN

There were 256 Chinese, 23 Manchu and four Moham-
medan families in the group. It is estimated that the
population of the city as a whole is from 72 to 77 per cent
Chinese, from-20 to 25 per cent Manchu, and 3 per cent
Mohammedan ? so there is a relatively small representa-
tion of Manchu and Mohammedan families in our group.
However, aside from the fact that the Mohammedan
families do not eat pork and do not use coffins when bury-
ing their dead, the accounts have not shown that race has
any noticeable influence on the economic life of these
families.

The heads of 60 per cent of the families were born in
Peiping; 25 per cent came from Hopei (Chihli), the
province in which Peiping is located ; another 10 per cent
from Shantung. Only 13 families, 5 per cent, came from
provinces other than Shantung and Hopei. These came
from nine different provinces, as far south as Kwantung,

1o, 17. .
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and as far north as Fengtien in Manchuria, but none of
the provinces west of Honan and Kiangsi were repre-
sented. A larger group of families would undoubtedly
include natives of virtually all the provinces, especially if
there were moré of the higher income families. Several
of the men born in Peiping gave other provinces as the
family origin, but also reported that the family had been
in Peiping more than a hundred years.

It is suggestive to note that while the heads of 75 per
cent of the families with incomes of less than $25 a month
were natives of Peiping, the proportion decreased as the

income increased, and was only 32 per cent for families

with incomes of more than $100 a month. Ninety-six
per cent of the families with incomes of less than $25 a

month were natives of Peiping or Hopei province, but

this was true of only 64 per cent of those receiving more
than $100 a month. (Table 1.) All but two of the 13
families that came from the more distant provinces had

incomes of more than $50 a month. Of the 113 non-

native families, all but 16 had been in Peiping more than
five years, and all but 44 more than ten years.

S1ZE OoF FAMILY

At the beginning of the study there were 1,312 persons
in the 283 families, These persons included 46 servants
living with 33 families, and also family members living
in Peiping whose work made it impossible for them to
come home except occasionally, such as policemen, those
working as servants for others, boys serving their appren-
ticeships. Members of the family living outside of Pei-
ping were not counted, even though they contributed to
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the support of the family. Married daughters were not
included, even if they lived in Peiping, since a married
woman is a member of her husband’s family, rather than
that of her parents.

9
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._m,EdHﬁ 4—Size of Families: Number of Persons and Cost Con-
sumption Units.

There were 4 persons in the median family and 4.6
persons in the average family. In the different income
groups the averages ranged from 3 to 8.6, the number
generally increasing as the family income increased.
(Table 2,) This tendency is graphically shown in Figure
4, Even if servants are omitted, the number in the family

still shows a definite though lessened tendency to increase
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as the family income increases. The highest average
would be 7.8, instead of 8.6 persons per family, This in-
crease in the size of the average family as income in-
creases is generally found in studies of Chinese budgets.

Individual families ranged in size from two to 24 per-
sons. There were four families with more than ten
members; and 19 families—/ per cent—with more than
seven members. The largest family consisted of 24 per-
sons—a couple, their five sons, four daughters-in-law, nine
grandchildren, and four servants. Another family with
15 members included a couple, their six children, the hus-
band’s mother, two of the wife's nieces, and four servants.
A family with 11 members consisted of a couple, their
seven daughters and one son (these ranging in age from
four to twenty-one years)} and a nephew living in the
household and working as a servant without pay. An-
other family with 12 members consisted of a man forty-
seven years of age, his second wife, eight children—four
boys and four girls—and two servants, These families
all had incomes of more than $125 a month,

There was one family of four persons in the $5 group;
one of six in the $10 group; four families with seven
members in the $15 group; one with eight in the $20
group; and one with nine in the $25 group. Only two of
the 31 families with two members had incomes of more
than $60 a month. Only one of the 26 families receiving
more than $125 a month had less than four members.

Family needs for food, clothing, house equipment and
the like vary as the result of differences in the number,
age and sex of the persons composing the household.
Several scales have been worked out to take account of
these differences and give a common unit as a basis for
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comparison. Some of these are the per capita unit, the
adult equivalent, the adult male equivalent, the ammain,

the household-size index. None of them is entirely sat-
isfactory for our study, principally because mﬁw have been
figured. on the basis of living conditions in other coun-
tries, and not enough information is available concerning
Chinese family needs and budgets to make it possible to
determine how accurately these scales fit Chinese condi-
tions. In spite of this difficulty, the food scale of the
household-size index, as devised by the United States
Department of Agriculture, seems to give the best avail-
able basis of comparison.® It allows for the differences
in the food requiremeént of persons of different age and
sex, and also for the variations in the cost of food that.
are due to differences in the size of the family. The unit
is the requirement of an adult male, and is termed a “cost
consumption unit.” It is a more satisfactory unit than

the family or per capita basis, and it seems to us better
than the adult male equivalent that has been used in other
Chinese budget studies. The scales for clothing, rent,

household furnishings have not been used, nor has the -
household-size index been calculated.

In figuring the number of cost consumption units per
family, allowance has been made, of course, for the time
that any members of the family have been away from
home, and also for the presence of visitors staying for any
length of time. We did not attempt to determine the
number of meals occasionally missed by each member of
the family, or the number of guests for meals. It has
been necessary to assume that these two items were so

3No. 45. For Scale see page 13.
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nearly equal that they would not make any appreciable
difference in the food total for the year.

The number of cost consumption units per family
varied from 0.9 to 15. For the different income groups,
the averages ranged from 2.3 to 5.8, as shown in Table 2.
There is a clear tendency for the number to increase as the
family income increased. The number was less than three
for most of the groups below $60; between three and four
from $60 to $125; and over five ouly in the two highest
groups. From the spread of the graphs in Figure 4,
showing the number of persons and the number of cost
consumption units per family, it might appear that there
was a tendency for the ratio of cost consumption units
to persons per family to be smaller in the higher income
groups. Such, however, is not the case. The number of
cost consumption units tends to be approximately 70 per
cent of the number of persons in the family, regardless of
the size of the family income. There is some tendency
for families in the higher income groups to have a slightly
larger proportion of children, but this is offset in figuring

the number of cost consumption units, because the serv-.

ants are counted as part of the family inasmuch as the
family furnishes their food. If the servants—virtually
all of whom were employed by and living with families
with incomes of more than $90 a month—are omitted,
the children under sixteen years of age are 35 per cent of
the average family in the income groups above $90 a
month; and 33 per cent, or less, in all the groups below
that amount,
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AGE AnND SEX

The 1,312 persons included in our study comprised 643
males and 669 females, or 49 per cent males. This pro-
portion of males is slightly lower than the usual family
average. :

PerCent
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The average age of the group was approximately
twenty-eight years, Chinese count. The ages are given
according to the Chinese system whereby a baby is one
year old when born, and two years old on the next Chinese
New Year. On the average, ages given according to
Chinese count would be one year less if figured to the
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latest birthday. The age distribution of the two sex
groups is shown in Figure 5 and Table 3.

In some American cities, the average age is approxi-
mately twenty-nine years, foreign count, or about two
years older than the average age of the group included in
our study.

Some of the sharp fluctuations in the graphs, especially
those in the lower age groups, probably are due to the
relatively small number of persons in the group. The

differences between the curves for the males and the
females are due chiefly to the fact that a slightly larger

proportion of the females were under sixteen and over
fifty years of age. The differences are not large, how-
ever. The figures are: under sixteen years of age—males
28.6 per cent, females 31 per cent; over fifty years of age

—males 11.5 per cent, females 12.8 per cent, There were

three women but no men who were over seventy-five years
of age. In the United States, 15.7 per cent of the males
and 14.9 per cent of the females were fifty years of age,
or over, In several of the larger American cities the aver-
ages were males 15.3 per cent, females 15.9 per cent.* ,

In our study, the proportion of children under sixteen
years of age, 29.8 per cent, is less than the 31.8 per cent
of the general population in the United States, but is con-
siderably higher than the 26.6 per cent that is the average
proportion of children in several of the larger Amer-

ican cities; and almost one and three-quarters times -

the 17.2 per cent for all of Peiping.® In 88 families, 31
per cent, there were no children under sixteen years of age,
but 40 of these 88 families included children who were

4T, S, Census, 1920. Boston, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, St. Louis.
E Peiping Census, 1917,
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sixteen, or over. There were 28 couples who had no chil-
dren, or relatives living with them. ‘Seven of these were
employing servants. Evidently there is no connection be-
tween the amount of income and the proportion of fam-
ilies with no young children, as there were no children
under sixteen years of age in two-thirds of the families in
the $5, the $70, and the $175 groups. The largest propor-
tion of families with young children was found in the $20,
the $35, and the $80 groups. In these groups, there were
children under sixteen years of age in more than 80 per -
cent of the families. .

There were four families with no males, and three with
no females, In two families—one in the $70, and one in
the $100 group—there were two wives. A third man had

- been living with two wives, but one of them had left him

just before the beginning of our study. During the year
there were 18 births, 15 deaths, and nine weddings re-
ported. One family adopted a boy, another gave an eight-
year-old son to his uncle for adoption. Still another sold
a son for $5.

Marrtar Conprrion

Seventy-four per cent of the men and 84 per cent of
the women over fifteen years of age were married, or had
been married. Seventy per cent of the men and 71 per
cent of the women had living. spouses, while 13 per cent
of the women and 4 per cent of the men had been widowed
and had not remarried. There were 309 married couples
living together. Three women had husbands who were
away from Peiping at the time of our study. One woman
was married and living with her hushand, but was diffcult
to classify as she was a secondary wife,  There were 57
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widows and 16 widowers. In one family there were two
widows, one a secondary wife. Among the widows there
were three sisters-in-law of the men who were heads of
the house, three daughters-in-law, one aunt, one step-
mother, five mothers-in-law. Under the Chinese family
System, it is unusual to find a man’s mother-in-law living
with his family,

- There were 24 families in which there were no married
couples. In 29 families, there were two couples; in seven
families, there were three couples; in another,’ four; and
in yet another, five. Three generations were represented
in 50 families, but in only three of these was there .an
immediate possibility of four generations. In two of
those, the grandparents were less than sixty-five years of
age. In the days of the Empire, five generations living
under one roof was the mark of a special blessing of
Heaven, and was given recognition, by the Emperor. -

Omitting the servants, for whom we have no data,
there were 115 unmarried males and 72 single females
over fifteen years of age. This was 16 per cent of the
women and 26 per cent of the men over fifteen years of
age. Twenty-seven per cent of the women between six-
teen and twenty years of age were married, but only 14
per cent of the men. In the twenty-one to twenty-five
year groups, 76 per cent of the women were married, but
only 26 per cent of the men. Of those between twenty-
six and thirty years of age, 26 per cent of the men, and

11 per cent of the women, were single. Over thirty, 5 per
cent of the men and 1.4 per cent of the women were
single. From these figures it would appear that the popu-
lar marriage age was about twenty-one or twenty-two
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for the women, and twenty-six to twenty-eight for the
men.

In a study of rural families, we found one group where
70 per cent of the women were older than their husbands,
In the city group, there were only 39 cases, one out of
eight, where the wife was older than the husband. . in
31 of the 39 cases, the difference in age was less than four
years, and in no family was it more than six years.

For one-half of all the couples, the difference in age
between husband and wife was not more than three years,
but there were 17 couples where the difference was ten or
more years. Most of these were in the low-income
groups, and in all of them the husband was older than the
wife. The records do not show how many of the hus-
bands had been married a second time.

It was not possible to get a report of age at marriage,
The difference in age between the mother and the oldest
child in the family will not always give this information,
but the figures will be at least suggestive. For 27 per
cent, the difference was less than twenty years. For 32
per cent, it was between twenty-one and twenty-five years.
It seems apparent, therefore, that more than one-third
of the women were married by the time they were twenty-
one. This would seem to show that recently there has

been some increase in the age at marriage for women, and

probably also for men. -

OccuraTioN

There were 340 men and 98 women wage earners, or
an average of 1.5 per family. Fourteen boys were serving
their apprenticeships. There was more than one wage
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earner in 106 families, 37 per cent. Seventy-seven fam-
ilies had two wage earners; 19 had three; and ten had
four or more persons contributing to the family budget.
These ten families all had incomes between $15 and $40
a month. The only family with six wage earners be-
longed to the $30 group. The father was a vegetable
peddler, the two sons ricksha men. The mother and two
daughters-in-law wove cloth. Over 10 per cent of the
income of this family came from the secret sale of cab-
bage, which had been taken as “squeeze” from others.
The sale was reported to our investigators but not to the
owners of the cabbage. '

The men were engaged in 55 different occupations, the
women in 13. The largest groups for the men were
clerks and accountants, 47 ; ricksha men, 46: peddlers, 25;
employees of the electric company, 24 ; teachers, 21; store-
keepers, 17; servants, 13; house owners, 12, One of the
storekeepers was selling opium. One-half the peddlers
were selling fruit and vegetables. Fifty-eight women
were earning small amounts by sewing and washing; nine
were making toothbrushes for which they were paid 1
copper apiece; six were nurses; five were teachers. The
complete list of occupations represented in this study. is
given in Table 4. This list, of course, is not exhaustive
so far as Peiping as a whole is concerned, nor are the
proportions engaged in the different kinds of work neces-
sarily typical.

It will be noted from Table 5, which gives the amounts
paid the workers employed by the month, that the wages
of most of the unskilled and of some of the semi-skilled
men began at $12 a month; also that some men sufficiently
educated to teach, or to do clerical work, were paid $14 a
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month. The highest monthly salary reported was $280
paid to a college professor.

The wages of those employed by the day were: push-
cart men, 60 cents; paper-hangers, 60, 70, and 80 cents.
The wagon drivers were paid 160 coppers, 42 cents, a day
up to June; and then 200 coppers, 51 cents. With mwm.,
their average earnings for the year were approximately
50 cents a day. :

During the first half of.the year the rates set by the

.carpenters’ and masons’ gilds were : skilled men, 70 cents

a day; unskilled, 45 cents. In May, these rates were in-
creased to 90 cents and 60 cents.® Both the skilled and
unskilled rates include a “commission” that js supposed
to cover the cost of providing tools, et cetera. It was 10
cents before May, and 15 cents thereafter, Ordinarily
this commission is képt by the contractor in charge of a
job, but our accounts show that it was paid to the men
part of the time, We were not able to discover the factor
which determined whether the man or the contractor was
to receive the commission. In some cases, the man prob-
ably was hired direct by the house owner. In others, it
may have been a special drrangement with the contractor.
Some of the carpenters and masons were paid less than
the gild rate. They received 220 coppers a day, 58 cents,
before. May, and 260 coppers, 68 cents, thereafter. The
full gild rate without the commission was first 60 and
then 75 cents a day. Possibly these men were not ful
members of the gild. Workers who have “stolen their |
trade,” i.e., not served an apprenticeship of three years,
often are paid more than the gild rate for unskilled men,
but less than the regular rate for skilled men. One mason.
¢ No, 18.
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was paid 180 coppers, 49 cents, a day in December ; then'
$16 a month for two months; then 220 coppers, 57 cents,
a day for one month. In April his wage was $12 for the
month; but beginning in- May it was 260 coppers, 68
cents, a day for the rest of the year.

Porters, push-cart men, and ricksha men usually are
paid by the job. Their daily earnings therefore fluctuate
widely, depending upon the weather, the amount of work
available, the men’s success in securing employment, The
average income of the porters included in our group
varied from 54 cents to $1.90 a day, for the days they
worked. The average time lost during the year—that is,
the number of days with no reported income—was 70, or
six days a month. Three men lost more than 90 days,
or three full months. The push-cart men earned an aver-
age of 63 cents a day. They lost an average of one day

a month. One man paid 30 coppers, 7.5 cents a day, as

rent for his cart; another from 30 to 40 coppers, or an
average of 9.4 cents a day.

‘The average income of 32 ricksha men was 56 cents a
day. Their individual earnings, for the days they worked,
ranged from an average of 37 cents to one of $1,12 a
day. This is net income, as the rent paid for their rick-
shas, or the amount paid for taxes, tires, and supplies if
they owned their own vehicles, are business expenses and
therefore deducted from the man’s gross earnings. One
thousand ricksha men, studied in 1924, reported their
average net earnings as 38 cents a day.

The ricksha rents ranged from $2 to $6 a month. The
average was $3.10 a month, or approximately 10 cents a
day. The amount of the rent is usually determined by
the quality of the vehicle and whether it is rented for a
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full or 2 half day. We have been interested to find that
most of the men do not pay the same rent throughiout the
year. Several paid as many as five different rates, and
two paid six. One of the latter paid four different rates
during one month. They ranged from 20 to 40 coppers.
For most of the men, the January rent was different from
that for December and February. It was increased for
one-half and decreased for the other half. It would be
interesting to know if some of the men were preparing for
the heavier traffic before Chinese New Year, and at-
tempted to get more business by having better-looking
rickshas. When the rent was reduced, some of the men
may have kept their regular vehicles, but paid less rent
because January is the coldest month of the year, and,
except for the days just before New Year’s, business is
hard to find. Others may have thought they could get
their usual amount of business even if they used poorer
vehicles, and consequently attempted to save money by

- paying less rent,

Eleven men, 29 per cent, owned their rickshas. Among
the 1,000 ricksha men studied in 1924, we found only 3
per cent owning their vehicles. The ricksha men lost an
average of 28 days during the year, or a little more than
two days a month, Three men reported some income
every day of the year, and more than one-half of the group
lost less than one day a month. On the other hand, four
men, because of sickness, lost between 90 and 120 days.
One-quarter of the group lost more than 60 days each.
Many, if not most, of the men find it difficult to pull reg-

* ularly without some rest days.

The carpenters worked an average of 24 days a month,

and the masons 20 days. Because of the seasonal nature
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of these trades, it seems probable that these were high
averages. The wagon drivers lost approximately four
days a month,

The women doing sewing and washing received an
average of 33 cents a day for the days they worked ; but
one-half of those for whom figures are available worked
on the average less than six days a month. There were
four women who reported income on more than 200 days.
In two families they were the only breadwinners.

None of the women in the 23 families with incomes of
more than $150 a month were gainfully employed. In
only four of the 45 families with incomes between $70
and $150 were there any women working. They were
-trained nurses and teachers. |

Rericion

Four Mohammedan families were included in our
group, and 52 families in which there was some Christian
influence—where one or more persons were either in-
quirers or church members. This is a smaller proportion
of Mohammedan families, and a much larger proportion
of families with Christian influence, than would be true
for Peiping as a whole, o ,

Account keeping was new to many of the families, and
they were willing to do it for us largely because they
were friends of the field-work directors, or friends of
their friends. Both of the head field-workers were grad-
uates of mission schools, so their acquaintance and that

of their friends would naturally include a large proportion -

of families who had had some contact with Christianity.
Such contact would tend to eliminate expenditure for non-
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Christian religious observances, incense, paper money,
paper gods, but even so, many of the families with Chris-
tian members reported such expenditure for the non-
Christian members of the household. There was also a
marked tendency among the Christian families to give
more money to religious or welfare organizations than
the non-Christian families did. Otherwise we cannot see
that there was any special difference between these and the
other accounts. The only evident influence of Mohamme-

danism was the omission of pork and a larger expenditure

for mutton.
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INCOME

THE total ‘gross income reported by the 283 families
was $198,496.40, Where the families reported amounts
spent for current business, such as business supplies,
wages of assistants hired to help with business rather than
domestic work, rent of rickshas and push-carts, these have
been deducted from both the income and expense sides of
the account. Where families rented larger houses than
they needed for their own use and sublet rooms at an in-
creased rent, the accounts have been adjusted to show the
net rent. When the total income from both current and
capital sources has been more than the reported current
expenditure, as much of the capital income as has not been
needed to meet current expenditure has been deducted,
since, not being used for current items, it would be rein-
vested, or held as cash. In either case, it would not have
a place in the current budget. The sources of capital in-
come ordinarily were the sale of property, ‘the reduction
of bills receivable, borrowing, money received from sav-
ings societies, other savings. In making the above ad-
justments the total deducted from the gross income was
$20,469.50.

Additions have been made to income where families
owned the house they lived in, were given their house rent-
free, or where they have secured their rooms partly, or
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entirely, rent-free by subleiting rooms at an advanced
rent. The rent value of the house used rent-free has been
added to both the income and expense sides of the account,
as it was felt that the figures would be unbalanced if rent
appeared on the expense side of some of the accounts and
not on others. This free-rent item appeared on 93 ac-
counts and amounted to $11,864.90.

When the total income from both current and capital
sources has been less than the reported current expendi-
ture, the accounts have been balanced by adding a deficit
item to the income side. This appeared on 38 accounts
for a total of $3,264.50. Many of the families said this
was met from money in hand at the beginning of the bud-
get year, or from unreported drawings on savings.
Others admitted they had a deficit, but did not tell how
they met it. _

After the above adjustments were made, the total in-
come was $193,156.30, or an average of $683 per family
per year.

Wages was by far the largest item—$141,042.60, or
73.1 per cent of the total income. Rent from all sources,
land, houses, rickshas, rent value of houses occupied rent-
free, totaled almost $30,000, or 15.3 per cent of the
income. If interest is added to rent, the proportion of
current income received from property was 18.2 per cent.
This seems to be a high figure, especially in view of the
low incomes of so many of our families. Later figures
will show, however, how the average amounts and per-
centages varied in the different income groups. Miscel- .
laneous receipts, which included wedding, funeral, birth-
day and New Year’s presents, income from gambling,
money sent by relatives, and money received for keeping
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the family accounts, amounted to $5,629.10, or slightly
less than 3 per cent of the total income. The families who

were unable to live within their income, or at least did not

live within it, used $11,149.35 of their capital for current
expenses. This was 5.8 per cent of the total income.
(Table 6.) .

Some money was received as wages by all but 11 fam-
ilies, or 96 per cent of the group, Nine of these 11 re-
ceived their principal income from rent, and two from in-
terest. Seven of the 11 were in the $40 and $50 groups.
Sixty-eight families, 24 per cent, received rent from prop-
erty owned, land, houses, rickshas, water districts.
Ninety-three families, almost one-third, lived in their own
houses; or were given houses rent-free by employers,
relatives or friends; or made part, or all, of their rent by
subletting rooms. The rent value of the house was
counted as rent income. If the two rent items are com-
bined, 113 families, 40 per cent, received some rent in-
come. Thirty-five per cent, 99 families, reported income
from interest, and 176 families, 62 per cent, from miscel-
laneous sources. . _

On 83 budgets, 29 per cent, the reported current ex-
penditure was more than the current income, On 45 ac-
counts this difference was covered entirely, and on 26
more it was covered partly, by funds secured from capital
sotrces, by borrowing, by the reduction of outstanding
loans, by the sale of property, by drawing on savings.
On 38 accounts the current expenditure was more than
all reported receipts, both current and capital. In these
cases, the amount needed to balance the account has been
entered under the heading ‘“Deficit,” and has been con-
sidered to be part of the family’s capital income.
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Except for the $200 group, every income group in-
cluded some families whose current expenditure was more
than their current income. In every group there were also
some families whose current income was more than their
current expense. These items of surplus and deficit have
not been set off against each other in the different income
groups, but both have been included in the group averages.
If one or the other were eliminated, capital income would
appear in only three groups, for only in the $5, the $100
and the $125 group was the total capital income more
than the total current income spent for capital items, or
held as surplus.

The average amounts received per month from various
sources by the families in the different income groups are
shown in Figure 6 and are given in detail in Table 7.
Wages ranged from $6.55 to $248.40 a month; rent from
nothing to $79.05; interest from nothing to $10.85 ; mis-
cellaneous from 25 cents to $25 a month; capital from
nothing to $40.45. Figure 6 shows how the amounts
tended to increase as the total income increased. Wages
showed the largest increment, and rent the next largest.
There was more fluctuation in the figures for the other
items. The average amounts were ordinarily small, in
many instances less than $1 a month, and therefore were
more affected if one family in the group happened to re-
ceive a specially large amount from one particular source.
Thus, in the $40 and $60 groups, the interest average was
relatively high, $2.70 and $10.30, as each group included
one family that received no wages but secured virtually
all of its income from interest on money loaned to others.
Miscellaneous was specially large, $25 a month, for the
$175 group, as one family received wedding presents
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amounting to $600, and there was a $300 item on the
account of another family. The amount of <apital used
by the $125 group averaged $38.50 per month, because
one family had a deficit of $961.60, another family one
of $434.55. The first family had to draw on its savings
for the living expenses of 11 persons during one-half ‘the
time they were keeping accounts for us, as the father and
breadwinmer lost his job and later died. The cost of his
funeral was more than met by presents of money given by
relatives and friends. (Funeral No. 12.) The other
family spent $307.60 for education, and had to use $120 .
repairing their house. The amount for education in-
cluded the fees for one son in college. .

The figures showing the proportions of the family in-
come received from various sources give a quite different
picture. (Table 8.) The proportion received from
wages ordinarily decreased as the total income increased.
Below $35 a month, all but the $5 group received more
than 80 per cent of their income from wages. From
$35 to $100 a month, the proportion was regularly be-
tween 70 and 80 per cent; and over $100 a month between:
60 and 70 per cent. :

The proportion received from rent was only 2.4 per
cent for the $10 group; 5.2 per cent for the $25 group;
and less than 10 per cent for all the groups below $35 a
month. It was regularly between 10 and 20 per cent from
$35 to $200 a month, and over 20 per cent when the total
income was more than $200 a month. The $50 group
showed an unusually high figure, 25.3 per cent, as it in-
cluded four families who received no wages, but secured
virtually their entire income from rent.

For interest, the figures range from 0.1 per cent to 15.8
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per cent. Under $90 a month, more than half the groups
have an average of less than 1 per cent, and all but two
are less than 2 per cent. Over $90 a month, the figures
for all but one group are over 2 per cent. The figures
for the $40 group are large because the group included a
money-lender who received his entire income from in-
terest; and for the $60 group, because one family re-
ceived 42 per cent, and another 100 per cent, of its income
from interest.

In the lower income groups, the proportion for mis-

cellaneous receipts decreased as the income increased, to
$35 a month., It was 11.8 per cent for the $5 group, but
only 1.4 per cent for the $30 group. Most of this mis-
cellaneous income was the $1 a month paid some of the
families for keeping the accounts. It would naturally
represent a high proportion of an income of less than
$10 a month. Above $35, there was considerable fluctu-
ation in' the proportion received from miscellaneous
sources; but, except for the $175 group, the figures
showed a tendency to stay at about the same level. The
13.8 per cent for the $175 group was the result of two
items. One of these was the $600 given by friends and
relatives for wedding presents.

The proportion of income derived from capital, or
written into the accounts as deficit, was less than 5 per
cent for some two-thirds of the income groups. In one,
the $200 group, no capital funds were used. In only three
groups was the average more than 10 per cent. 'In the $5
group it was high, 14.1 per cent, as the families could not
live on their current income. In the $125 group, it was
28.7 per cent, because expenditure for education and house
repair made the figure 33.7 per cent for one family, and
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unemployment made it 69.5 per cent for another family,
How the different percentage figures tended to change,
as the family income changed, is graphically- shown by
the smoothed curves in Figure 7.
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EXPENDITURE—FOOD

IncoME may be received from many different sources,
but, regardless of its source, a large part of the money
spent by any family must be used for the fundamental
needs of food, clothing, shelter, heat. The way a given
number of families spend their money, therefore, is'more
apt to be typical of a group than the way they get their
income, Just how the money is divided for food, cloth-
ing, et cetera, depends on the number, age, and sex of Hrm
members of the family; but possibly even more on the
amount of money available, the prevailing level of prices,
and the general spending habits of the community. The
expenditure figures of the 283 families included in this

study show how Peiping houscholds with different

amounts of income solved their spending problems. The
figures give a detailed picture of the type of living ob-
tained by these families, and a more general one of the
prevailing standard of living of families in different in-
come levels. The smaller the income, the more typical is
the picture, both because more families are included in our
lower income groups, and because the range of choice in
spending is more limited when the income is small,

'The total gross expenditure reported by the 283 families
was $174,710.70. From this has been deducted any busi-
ness -expense appearing on the accounts, rent paid for
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rooms that were sublet and produced an income, all capi-
tal items where the expenditure was made from capital
funds and not from current income. The total of these
deductions was $14,610.25, of which almost $10,000 was
for capital expenditure from capital funds.. Almost half
the business expense appeared in one item of $2,000.

To the reported expenditure has been added an amount
equal to the rent value of any houses or rooms occupied
rent-iree, whether provided by employers, given by rela-
tives or friends, or earned by subletting rooms at an ad-
vanced rent. The total of this free rent was $11,864.90,
the same as was added to income. Where the expenditure
for both current and capital items has been less than the
current income, the difference has been added to the ex-
pense side as surplus, inasmuch as it represents either un-
reported expenditure or savings. Unexpended savings are
virtually the same as the money spent for capital items, the
reduction of bills payable, increase of accounts receivable,
investment in savings societies. Two hundred accounts
showed a surplus. The total amount was $21,190.95.

After the above adjustments were made, the expense

. side of the budgets showed a total of $193,156.30. The

totals for the different classifications, food, clothing, rent,
given in Table 9, range from $66,543.35 spent for food
to $601.35 used for religious purposes, to buy incense,
paper money, pictures of the gods, special foods used in
connection with religious observances.

The average expenditure, including surplus, for the
entire group was $56.90 per family per month, or $683
a year. For individual families, the amounts covered a
wide range, from $8.05 to $552.10 a month. Because of
this wide spread, the percentage distribution of the ex-
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penditure of all the families taken together is more nearly
equal to the figures for the $80 group, than to those for
the $50 group. .

Ordinarily food is the most important item in the fam-
ily budget. For these Chinese families, it was also by far
the largest item. The 283 families reported that they
spent $66,543.35 for food during the year, or more than
three times the amount used for any other item in the
budget. The average per family was $235.15 per year,
or $19.60 per month, but individual families spent all the
way from $4 to $118 per month. As there were 4.6 per-
sons in the average family, the average per capita expendi-
ture for food was-$4.25 per month.

Because of the difference in food consumption, due to
difference in age and sex, it is difficult to compare the
food expenditure of individual families, or of groups of
tamilies, on a per capita basis. Various scales have been
devised to allow for this difference. One often used is the
Atwater scale, which aims to express the size of a family
in terms of adult male equivalents. A later scale, devised
by the United States Department of Agriculture, allows
not only for variations in food consumption due to dif-
ferences in age and sex, but also for variations in the cost
of food that result from a difference in the number of per-
sons in the family. The unit of this scale, also expressed
in terms of an adult male, is a cost consumption unit. For
the 283 families, the average was 3.5 adult male equiva-
lents, and 3.2 cost consumption units per family. The
number of cost consumption units is generally some 8

per cent lower than the number of adult male equivalents.

The average monthly expenditure for food for all the
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families was $6.10 per cost consumption unit, or $5.60
per adult male equivalent.

The proportion of their budgets spent for food by the

- individual families ranged from a maximum of 82.8 per

cent to 2 minimum of 13.8 per cent. Twelve families spent
more than 70 per cent of their budgets for food; 60 fami-
lies, more than 60 per cent; and 128 families, more than
50 per cent. All the 70 per cent families had incomes of
less than $20 a month; all the 60 per cent families, less
than $40 a month; and all but two of the 50 per cent fam-
ilies, less than $50 a month. Twenty-five families used less
than 25 per cent of their budgets for food. All but one
of these had an income of more than $50 a month.
Eighty-five per cent of the families with incomes of less
than $25 a month spent more than 50 per cent of their
budgets for food, while 70 per cent of the families with
incomes of more than $150 a month used less than 25 per
cent of their income for food.

The food graph in Figure 8 and the amounts in Table
10 show how the average expenditure for food in the
different income groups increased as the family income
increased. The smallest amount was $5.30 per month.
This was the average for the $5 group. For the $15
group, the average was $10.45 per month, or nearly twice
that of the $5 group. It was $23.55 for the $60 group;
$40.85 for the $125 group; and $72.90 for the $300
group. ‘These are the family averages. The per capita
average ranged from $1.75 per month for the $5 group
to $8.90 per month for the $300 group.- It was $2.55 for
the $20 group; $5.35 for the $50 group; $6.45 for the
$150 group; and $7.85 for the $175 group. The average
per cost consumption unit was $2.30 per month for the
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$5 group; $3.35 for the $10 group; and $3.55 for the $15
group. For the $25 group, the average was $4.65, or
nearly twice that of the $5 group. For the $300 group,
it was $13.45 per month. For the 135 families with in-
comes of less than $30 per month, the average per cost
consumption unit per month was $3.65. (Table 11.)

$i4
13
12 . \
Li
1

R I -

Ll bty I |
(4] £100 $£200 $300

Average Income per Month

Frcure 9—Food: Expenditure peér Cost Consumption Unit per
Month.

The smoothed curve in Figure 9 shows graphically how
the food expenditure per cost consumption unit tended to
increase as the family income increased, rapidly while
the income was below $40 a month, but much more
slowly when it was over $60 a month. Below $40 a
month, apparently there was a tendency to add approx--



50 HOW CHINESE FAMILIES LIVE

imately $1 per month to the food expenditure per cost
consumption unit for every $9 added to the family in-
come. Over $60 a month, the increase was approximately
$1 per month for every added $60 a month of income.
The small amounts spent for food per cost consumption
unit by the families in the lower income groups are among
the most striking and outstanding figures secured by this
study. They show clearly how smiall is the food expendi-
ture for a large part of the population of Peiping. Some
people have been inclined to question our figures, feeling
that families could not live on less than $3.50 per cost

consumption unit per month. At the time of our study,.

active men in the building trades were paying $7 a month

for board and felt they had barely enough to eat. Some

of the relief agencies estimated that a family required
about $5 per month per adult male equivalent. The ade-
quacy of the diet that can be secured for less than $3.50
per cost consumption unit per month may be questioned,
but there is little doubt that a great many Peiping families
spend no more than that for food. Not only are the
figures for our various income groups consistent and
based on an adequate sample, but they are corroborated
by other studies of Peiping family budgets,

The food expenditure for the inmates of the Old

Ladies’” Home maintained by the Peking Association for

the Relief of Destitute Native Women averaged less than
$2 per capita, or about $2.30 per cost consumption unit
per month. The women are all over seventy years of age,
so their food requirements would be less than those of

the members of an ordinary family, and there is naturally

some saving in buying for a large group. Even if the
amount per cost consumption unit is adjusted for these

.
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items, it would probably still be less than $3 per month.
Of necessity, the diet is the simplest possible, but it is
undoubtedly sufficient, as the women are under regular
medical supervision,

In two studies made by Dr. Louise Morrow of the
Young Women’s Christian Association before the 1924
rise of prices, the food expenditure was approximately
$2.30 per cost consumption unit per month. We cannot
give the exact amount as the complete figures giving the

‘age and sex of the members of each family are not avail-

able.

Dr. L. K. T’ao, in a study made in 1926-27 of the ac-
counts of 48 Peiping families with incomes varying from
$9.85 to $30.50 per month, found the average expenditure
for food to be $3.55 per adult male equivalent.’ Figuring
on the basis of the difference between the average num-
ber of Atwater adult male equivalents and the average
number of food cost consumption units in the families in
our study, $3.55 per adult male equivalent is equal to ap-
proximately $3.85 per cost consumption unit. For Dr.
T’a0’s four income groups, the averages ranged from
$3.05 to $4 per adult male equivalent, or approximately
$3.30 to $4.30 per cost consumption unit. For our in-

come groups below $30 a month, the averages ranged

from $2.30 to $4.65 per cost consumption unit. From the
figures it seems evident that most of the families with in-
comes of less than $30 a month—and that will include a
very large proportion of the working-class families in
Peiping—spend less than $4.50 per cost consumption unit
per month for food, while a great many spend less than
$3.50 a month.

1 No. 39.
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Engel’s law states, “As the income of a family increases
a smaller percentage is spent for food.” > This is regu-
larly true of the averages for our income groups. The
decline is clearly and graphically shown in F igure 10, The
highest average was 62.6 per cent. This was the figure
for the $10 group. For the $25 group, the average was
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Fieure 10—Expenditure: Proportion Spent for Different Budget
Items.

50.4 per cent. Tt was 37.2 per cent for the $50 group;
32.3 per cent for the $100 group; and 19.6 per cent for
the $300 group. The complete list of percentages is given
in Table 12, |

The average for the $5 group was 60.7 per cent, or
slightly less than-that of the $10 group. Ordinarily one
would expect it to be larger. That it was smaller may be

2 No. 14,
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due to the fact that the minimum expenditure for fuel, if
a family is to cook its food, and for rent, if it is to keep
a roof over its head, would constitute so large a propor-
tion of the budget in families with very small incomes
that the proportion available for food would be reduced,
In the $5 group, the proportions spent for heat and rent
are both unusually large, 16.1 and 12.4 per cenf. In both
instances the figures are nearly 45 per cent larger than
the corresponding figures for the $10 group. The pro-
portion spent for food also may have been influenced by
the fact that the average family was small, only three
persons; that four-fifths of the individuals were adults
Over twenty-one years of age: that two-thirds were over

thirty-five years of age; and that more than half of the

group were females. The average for the $70 group was
smaller than that of the $80 group, but the average family
in the $80 group was six persons, one-half again as large
as the average for the $70 group.

With the many differences in the size and make-up of
the families, the wide variety of individual tastes,
€t cetera, it is not surprising that the proportions spent for
food by families in the same income group cover a fairly
wide range. In the $10 group, the minimum was 30.2
per cent, the makimum 82.8 per cent, or a range of 52.6
per cent. Per cent in the latter case is a unit of measure,
rather than a ratio between the minimum and maximum
figures. In the other income groups below $70, the range
was usually between 32 ard 45 per cent. For those over
$70, it ordinarily was between 16 and 23 per cent. The
minimum range was 7.5 per cent. This was the figure
for the $175 group.

Although the range for the $10 group was 52.6 per



54 HOW CHINESE FAMILIES LIVE

cent, the difference between the first and third quartiles

was only 11.7 per cent. For only three of the income
groups was the interquartile range more than 15 per cent.
The average was 13 per cent. The average quartile devi-
ation, therefore, was 6.5.

The one family spending more than 80 per cent of its
budget for food had an income of $10.55 a month.. Fam-
ilies spending between 70 and 80 per cent, all had incomes
of less than $20 a month; those between 60 and 70 per
cent less, than $40 a month, Omne family in the $100
group, and one in the $60 group, spent just over 50 per
cent for food. The other 50 to 60 per cent families all
received less than $50 a month, There were some 40 to
‘50 per cent families in all the income groups from $5
to $100 a month; and 30 to 40 per cent families in all
those from $10 to $150 a month. The $25 group was
the lowest with any family using between 20 and 30 per
cent of its budget for food, but they were found in all the
higher groups. The 10 to 20 per cent families ordinarily
were included only in the three highest groups, but there
were single families in both the $60 and $100 groups.

1f the families are grouped according to the number of
food cost consumption units in the household, we find
that, as the number of units in the family increased, the
average income increased, but the expenditure per unit
for food ordinarily decreased. The average income. for
the families with 1.6 to 2.5 units per family was $32.70
per month. For the 5.6 group, it was $146.25; and
$275.05 for the 6.6 group. The average expendittire for
" food, on the other hand, was $6.05 per cost consumption
unit per month for the 1.6 group; $5.85 for the 3.6 group;
$5.55. for the 5.6 group; and $4.35 for the one family
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with 15 units, (Table 13.) Most of these groups in-
clude families with a wide range of income. In order
that the income range might be smaller, and the families
therefore possibly more homogeneous, we secured the
averages for the families with incomes of less than $30
a month.  Again, the average food expenditure per unit
decreased as the number in the family increased, and the
decrease was even more regular. The average for the
1.6 to 2.5 group was $4.45 per unit per month. For the
5.6 group it was only $2.15, or less than half the average
for the 1.6 group. Judging from the figures for the vari-
ous groups, it appears that, among the lower income fam-
ilies, the average food expenditure per unit is decreased
irom 14 to 19 per cent when the size of the family is in-
creased by one cost consumption unit.

If the families ‘are grouped according to the amount
of income per cost consumption unit, the average propor-
tion of the budget spent for food decreases regularly as
the income increases. It was 65 per cent for the families
with incomes of less than $5 per unit per month ; less than
50 per cent when the income was $10, or more, 2 month;
less than 40 per cent for the groups with more than $20
a month; less than 30 per cent for all but one group with
more than $30 a month, It was less than 20 per cent only

‘when the family income was more than $100 per cost con-

sumption unit per month. (Table 14.) The range be-
tween the maximum and minimum figures in the individ-
ual groups ordinarily was between 30 and 40 per cent for
the groups with incomes of less than $20 per cost con-
sumption unit per month; and less than 25 per cent for
those with more than $20 per unit per month. The inter-
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quartile ranges were all between 10 and 16 per cent. The

average quartile deviation was 6.4. B
In Dr. T’ao’s study of Peiping budgets the average

amount spent for food was $12.05 per month, or 71.2 per

cent of the average budget. The proportion spent for

food increased rather than decreased as the income in-
creased until the income was more than $25 a month,
It was 67 per cent for the less than $11.65 group; 70.7
per cent for the $11.65 to $18.29 group; and 72.8 per
cent for the $18.30 to $24.99 group. This increase was
evidently due to a decided increase in the size of the aver-
age family in the higher income groups. The averages
were 3.67 persons per family for the less than $11.65
group; 4.18 for the $11.65 group; and 5.36 for the $18.30
group.” For our families, the averages were 3.4 for the
$10 group; 4.1 for the $15 group; and 4.7 for the $20
group. :

In other studies of Peiping and Shanghai family bud-
gets, the average income varied from $11.50 to $35.85
per month, and the proportion spent for food from 87
to 42 per cent. The 87 per cent is unusually high because
the amount spent for fuel, which ordinarily would be at
least 10 per cent of the budget, is included with the ex-
penditure for food. Even without the fuel, it would still
be higher than our averages, but it must be noted that
there were 5.6 persons in the average family. In Table
15 the studies are arranged according to the amount of
the average income. It will be noted that the iproportion

spent for food ordinarily decreases as the income in- .

creases. There are some instances where it increases, but
then there is also a decided increase in the average number
5 No. 39.
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of persons per family. As the number of adult equiva-
lents in the average family is regularly less than four, the
proportion spent for food is naturally increased when an-
other member or, as the Chinese express if, another mouth
is added to the family, even though' the amount per adult
equivalent is considerably reduced.

In other countries, the proportion spent for food by
working-class families varies from 65.8 to 25.4 per cent,
or about the same range as the Chinese families receiving
less than $175 a month, or $2,100 a year. (Table 16.)
If the budgets are compared on the basis of the proportion
spent for food, a Japanese primary poverty budget of 200
yen a year is about equal to that of the Chinese $10 group;
a lowest bare existence budget of $744 gold in Dallas,
Texas, to the Chinese $35 group; a relief budget in New
York City to the Chinese $40 group. Workers in Bombay
use almost the same proportion for food as the Chinese
$20 group; middle-class Bombay families and Russian
city workers, as the Chinese $35 group; Japanese wage
carners, as the Chinese $70 group; and Japanese salaried
workers, as the Chinese $125 group. Groups of American
farming and working-class families with average in-
comes ranging from $1,134 to $2,100 gold a year use
from 45 to 38.6 per cent of their budgets for food, or
about the same as the Chinese families in the $35, the
$40, and the $50 groups whose average incomes are
$450, $530, and $640 silver a vear. (Tables 7 and 12.)

Families of American clerks receiving $2,832 gold a
year spend 25.4 per cent of their budget for tood, or ap-
proximately the same proportion as the Chinese with an
average income of $1,920 silver a year. For families of
American professional men with an average income of
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$6,500 gold a year, the proportion for food is only 16 per
cent, or 3.6 per cent less than any of the Chinese groups.
The lowest Chinese figure was the 19.6 per cent of the
$300 group. The average income of that group was
$4,535 silver a year.

The food items have been grouped under seven head-
ings: grain, flour, condiments, meat, vegetables, fruit,
and miscellaneous. Breads, noodles, cakes, et cetera, made
from flour, have been included with the flours. Because
of their high protein content, beans, bean curd, bean
noodles, nuts, milk were put under the heading ‘“Meat,”
along with mutton, pork, beef, chicken, fish, eggs. The con-
diments include tea-leaves, salt, pepper, sugar, candy, the
oils used for cooking, such as lard, Asiong-yu, or sweet-
oil ; the flavoring sauces—chiang-yu, or bean sauce, huang
chiang, or yellow sauce, chih-ma chiang, or sesamum

sauce, and others. The salted vegetables, salted turnips, -

salted carrots, salted ke-tfa, and ke-ta leaves, were the most
difficult to classify, as they combine vegetable and condi-
ment. They were finally put with the vegetables. Under
the “Miscellaneous” food heading were included the
money spent for ordinary meals bought at restaurants, or
from the food shops; special dishes that did not fit under
the other classifications; soda-water and other summer
drinks. Special feasts were classed as entertainment,
rather than miscellaneous food.

The average amounts spent for the different food classi-
fications by the families in the different income groups are
fltuminating, both as to actual amounts and the distribu-
tion between the different kinds of food. They give a
good picture of the diets used at different income levels,
The figures given here are the average expenditure -per
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cost consumption unit per year, rather than the average
per family per month, in order to allow for differences in
the size of the families and the different ages of the mem-
bers of the family. In all the food classifications the
amounts tend to increase as the income increases, though
occasionally the average for a given group may be less
than that of the next lower income group. .
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Fieure 11—Food: Expenditure per Cost Consumption Unit per
Year for Different Food Classifications, ? g

The expenditure for the different kinds of flour, and
the noodles, breads, cakes made from flour, was $16.20
per cost consumption unit per year for the $5 group;
$22.30 for the $10 group; and $33.55 for the $300 group.
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It was more than $25 a year for all the groups with in-
comes of over $25 a month, over '$30 for eight groups,
but for no group was the amount over $35 per cost con-
sumption unit per year. The amounts for all the income
groups are given in Table 17, and are graphically shown in
Figure 11. The expenditure for flour is so similar for
all the income groups above $40, that it seems probable
that between $30 and $35 per cost consumption unit per
year will buy an adequate supply of flour. Once that

amount is provided, additional food money will be used-

for other kinds of food.

For the grains—rice, millet, corn, kaoliong—the aver-
age expenditure increased much more rapidly than for
flour, It was only $4.05 per cost consumption unit per
year for the $5 group, or one-quarter of the amount for
flour. For the $15 group, the average was $5.95. It

was $10.55 for the $30 group; $24.60 for the $150 group.’

In the $300 group, it was $36.40, or more than the aver-
age for flour.

For grain and flour together, the average was more than -

$20 for all the income groups; over $30 for all those with
incomes of $25, or more, a month; over $40 for all the
income groups beginning with the $40 group; over $50
for all but one of the groups above $100 a month; and
$69.90 for the $300 group.

For condiments, the average amount ranged H.BE $3.60

for the $5 group to $27.10 for the $300 group. It was
less than $8 for all the groups below $40 a ‘month; and

fluctuated between $9.55 and $15.25 for all the groups .

from the $40 to the $200 group. The average for the
$300 group was almost twice that of the $200-group.

For meat, the average expenditure in the $5 group was
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‘only 90 cents per cost consumption unit per year, but it

increased rapidly as the family income increased. In the

- $10 group it was $2.65 a year. It was $13.05 for the

$40 group; $22.95 for the $100 group; and $44.65 for
the $300 group. The increase from the $200 to the $300
group was almost 100 per cent, ‘ .

The average amount spent for vegetables was only
$2.60 a year, or 22 cents a month for the $5 group, and
$3.25 for the $10 group. It was $5.30 for the $30 group;
$7.55 for the $50 group; $8.30 for the $100- group; and
$11.40 for the $300 group. ‘ :

Almost no fruit was used by the families in the lower
income groups. The average total for the year was only
15 cents per cost consumption unit in the $5 group; and
was less than 65 cents for all the groups below $30 a
month. The average was $2.55 for the $50 group; $5.80
for the $100 group; and $7.30 for the $200 group. Then
it jumped to $19 for the $300 group.

The expenditure for miscellaneous food varied from 2
cents for the $5 group, to $10.95 for the $300 group. For
two-thirds of the groups, the amount was less than $5
per year, and for only two was it more than $10 a year.

How the families in the various income groups divided
their food expenditure proportionately among the seven
different food classifications, and how the proportion

_changed with a change in the family income, is shown in

Figure 12. The detailed percentages are given in Table
18. In all but the highest income groups, the largest pro-
portion was spent for flour. In the lowest income groups,
it amounted to more than half of the food expenditure, -
59.8 per cent for the $5 group; 52.3 per cent for the $15
group. As the income increased, the proportion spent for
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flour diminished with surprising regularity. It was 48.4
per cent for the $20 group; 36 per cent for the $40 group;
24.5 per cent for the $200 group; and 18 per cent for the
$300 group. For grain, which as a food is closely related
to flour, the proportion fluctuated between 13.4 and 16.8
per cent, without any tendency either to increase or de-
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Froure 12—Food: Proportion of Total Expenditure Used for

Different Food Classifications.

crease while the family income was below. $80 a month.
Above that amount there was still some fluctuation, but
also a definite tendency for the proportion to increase as
the income increased. The figures were 17.6 per cent for
the $80 group ; 19.9 per cent for the $100 group; and 20.3
per cent for the $300 group. This was due to a large m.h-
crease in the amount of rice used. .

If the figures for the grains and flours, the foods with
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large carbohydrate content, are added together, the total
for the $5 group is 74.1 per cent, almost three-quarters of
the food expenditure. Because of the regular decrease in
the flour figures, the total for grains and flours together
decreased gradually, but it was 50 per cent or more for all
the groups with incomes of less than $70 a month; be-
tween 40 and 50 per cent for all but two of the groups
from $70 to $200 a month; and 38.3 per cent for the

$300 group.

For condiments, the proportion of the different m:noEo
groups fluctuated from a minimum of 11 per cent to a
maximum of 15.3 per cent; but for three-quarters of the
income groups, the amount was between 12.2 and 13.6 per
cent of the expenditure for food. Evidently there is a
definite tendency for the proportion spent for condiments
to be approximately the same for all income groups.

The figures for meat and the other foods with a high
protein content, show that there was a large and regular
increase as the family income increased. For the $5
group, the proportion was only 3.2 per cent. For the $300
group, it was 24.6 per cent, or almost eight times as much.
The figure was over 10 per cent for all of the income
groups with more than $25 a month; and over 20 per
cent for all but one of the groups above $80 a month.
For that one, the $150 group, it was 19.9 per cent.

The proportion spent for vegetables was very similar
for most of the income groups. For nearly half of the
groups, the figure was between 8 and 8.9 per cent. It
was only when the income was over $100 a month that
there was any tendency for the proportion to change.
Then it tended to decrease as the income increased. For
the $5 group, the figure was 9.6 per cent. It was 9 per
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cent for the $90 group; less than 8 per cent for all the
groups over $100; and less than 7 per cent for all over
$175 a month, For the $300 group, it was 6.4 per cent,
or one-third less than the figure for the $5 group.

Fruit was almost non-existent in the diet of the families
with the lowest incomes. The average expenditure was
only 29 cents per family per year for the $5 group; and
87 cents per family per year for the $10 group. This was
0.4 per cent of the food expenditure of the $5 group; and
0.9 per cent for the $10 group. The proportion increased
regularly and rapidly as the family income increased. It
was 2.7 per cent for the $40 group; 3.3 per cent for the
$60 group; 5.1 per cent for the $100 group; 7 per cent for
the $200 group; and 9.3 per cent for the $300 group. The
proportion for the highest group was thus 23 times that
for the lowest income group. A

The miscellaneous food expenditure varied from 0.1
per cent to 12.7 per cent, but was less than 6 per cent for
all except six of the income groups, and less than 7 per
cent for all except three of the groups. More than 20
per cent of the food expenditure of several families in the
$70 group fell under the “Miscellaneous” classification,
so it is not surprising that the average for the group was
12.7 per cent. The expenditure was spread over most of
the year, so the report was apparently complete and accu-
rate. Evidently the members of these families took an un-
usual number of meals cutside the home. A

We are interested to note that in Dr. T’ao’s study of
Peiping family budgets the food expenditure was divided
as follows: 80 per cent for cereals; 9 per cent for vege-
tables; 6.7 per cent for condiments; 3.2 per cent for
meat; 0.2 per cent for fruit; and 0.9 per cent for mis-
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cellaneous.* The average income was $17.30, or about the
same as that of our $15 group. The 80 per cent for
grain and flour was much larger than the figure for any
of our income groups, and sothe 14 per cent more than
the average for our $15 group. It has been suggested that
this larger figure might be due to the fact that Dr. T’a0’s
study was made during the winter months, when fresh
fruit and vegetables were not available ; but in the monthly
figures for our groups there is little difference in the pro-
portion spent for grain and flour in the winter and sum-.
mer months. For the $10 group, the figures were 71.7
per cent for the winter months, and 74.2 per cent for the
summer months. For the $20 group, the division was
62.5 per cent for the winter months, and 61 per cent for
the summer months. The higher proportion for grain
and flour might also be due to the fact that Dr. T’ao’s
average family was larger. It was 4.6 persons, while the
average for our $15 group was 4.1 persons; but the aver-
age monthly expenditure per cost consumption unit was
also larger, so the size of the family would probably not
greatly influence the distribution of the food expenditure.
Habit or taste are the only influences we can find that
might be responsible for the higher proportion spent for
grain and flour.

Workers’ families in Bombay, India, use 60.3 per cent
of their food expenditure for grain. This is approx-
imately the same proportion as in our $20 group. The
Indian families spend less for vegetables, 5.3 per cent, as
compared with 8.8 per cent for the Chinese families.” The
figures for meat are about the same, 10.4 and 9.4 per
cent; but milk and butter, which for the Indian families

4 No. 39. .
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amounted to 5.5 per cent, did not appear in the Chinese
diet in any appreciable quantity until the family income
was more than $80 a month.®

Figures for American families show in a striking way
how their food economy and diet differ {from those of the
Chinese. The largest differences are in the proportions
used for meat, eggs, milk, et cetera, and for cereals.
Workers’ families living in New York spend more than
half of their food money for meat and dairy products
together, and less than one-quarter for cereals. For dif-
ferent income groups, the figures for meat vary from
29.4 to 32.1 per cent; and for milk, eggs, butter, et cetera,
from 19.8 to 23.3 per cent. If the two figures are added
together, the totals range from 51 to 54.1 per cent, gener-
ally increasing as the family income increases. For
cereals the maximum is 21 per cent, the minimum 17.3
per cent, the proportion decreasing as the income in-
creases.® Even in the $300 Chinese group, the proportion
for meat and eggs was only 24.6 per cent and for cereals
38.3 per cent.

Other industrial families in the United States report
that they use 33.8 per cent for meat, and 12.5 per cent for
milk, eggs and cheese, or a total of 46.3 per cent of their
food expenditure. For cereals the figure is 9.5 per cent;
for butter 12.3 per cent; for other condiments 10 per cent.’
The 14.8 per cent spent for fruit and vegetables is only a
little less than the 15.7 per cent of the Chinese $300
group.

A standard budget for a clerk’s family of four mem-
bers living in San Francisco divides the food expenditures
36.8 per cent for meat, milk, eggs, et cetera; 11.5 per cent

¥ No. 3. ¢ No. 7. 7 No. 41.
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for butter and other fats; 14 per cent for vegetables and .

“fruit; 10.1 per cent for cereals; 6.3 per cent for sugar,

tea, coffee. For professional families, the proportion is
42.8 per cent for meat, and 9 per cent for cereals.®

- For a group of American men college students, the food
expenditure, amounting in November 1927 to mwmbw
gold per person per month, exclusive of service, was
divided 10.1 per cent for bread and cereals; 34.6 per cent
for meat; 29.4 per cent for dairy products; 17.3 per cent
for fruit and vegetables.

American families apparently use from 36 to 64 per
cent of their food expenditure for meat, eggs, et cetera:
and from 9 to 21 per cent for cereals. For our Chinese
families, the. figures for meat vary from 3 to 28 per cent,
and for cereals from 84 to 38 per cent. ,

Dr. William Adolph of Yenching University, Peiping,
divides the food dollar of the average Chinese family as
follows : 75 cents for bread and cereals; 10 cents for fruit
and vegetables; 10 cents for meat, fish and eggs; 3 cents
for fats; and 2 cents for other foods.® The amount for
bread and cereals is more than that of our poorest group,
and half as much again as that of our $50 group. For
fruit and vegetables, the amount is approximately the
same as for our families with incomes of less than $60
a month. The 10 cents for meat corresponds only with
that of our $25 group. The 5 cents for fats and other
foods is less than half the 12 and 13 per cent spent for-
condiments by most of our income groups.

In order to determine what, if any, seasonal fluctuation
there was in the food expenditure, we have secured the
monthly totals of the $10, the $15, the $20, the $50, the

3 Mo, 25. ? No. 38.
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$100 and the $200 income groups. These six groups,
covering virtually the entire income range and including
a total of 151 families, 53 per cent of all our families,
were taken as a reasonable sample of the entire group.
The total food expenditure of the different groups shows
a large variation in January and February, but only small
differences in the other months. January was the month
of the largest expenditure, February of the smallest. The
January expenditure of the different income groups va-
ried from 113 to 145 per cent of the monthly average.
For February, the amounts were between 78.6 and 86.2
per cent of the monthly average. However, if the expen-
ditures for January and February are added together, the
total is only slightly more than twice the monthly aver-
age. For five of the six income groups, the totals were
between 202 and 225 per cent. For the $10 group, it was
194.1 per cent of the monthly average. It seems evident,
therefore, that the extra expense in January was for food
that was eaten in February. In 1927, Chinese New Year,
which is always a time of feasting and family reunion,
came on February second, The festival food would quite
naturally be purchased in January, in order to give the
families time to prepare for the feasts and for the enter-
tainment of the guests who call during the first five days
of the new year. Chu-po-po, meat dumplings, and. nien-
kao, New Year’s cakes niade from glutinous rice flour,
dates, and bean flour, are two of the popular dishes. The
low prices usually prevailing just before New Year’s
would be an additional incentive to buy in January for
use in February. )
A feast is usually part of the celebration of the Spring
Festival on the fifth of the Fifth Moon, and the Autumn
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Festival on the fifteenth of the Eighth Moon. In 1927,
these came on June fourth and September tenth, but they

&m.noﬁ involve enough extra expenditure to make a very
noticeable difference in the totals for these months.
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After February, there was a tendency for the expendi-
ture of the lower income groups to increase slightly month
by month until October, and then decline somewhat in
November. The month-by-month fluctuation of the aver-
age of the $10, the $15 and the $20 groups is shown in
Figure 13. In the higher income groups, there was more
fluctuation. This probably was due to the occasional
buying at one time of a considerable supply of food, bags
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of grain, flour, et cetera. Even with these fluctuations,
there was a tendency for the expenditure to increase from
February to October. However, the increases were slight,
as in all six groups only 15 per cent of the monthly fig-
ures from March to October were more than 10 per cent
below, or above, the monthly average. Part of the grad-
tal increase in the monthly totals may have been due to
a rise in the prices of cereals and condiments. From Feb-
ruary to October, the index numbers for seven cereals and
for six condiments both rose 3.5 per cent. From Feb-
ruary to November, the increase was cereals 5.5 per cent,
condiments 8 per cent.

It has been suggested that, during the winter months,
the Chinese eat less food because they are doing less work.
Another, and directly opposed, suggestion is that they may
try to compensate for insufficient clothing and little heat
during the cold months by eating larger quantities of
food. Neither of these suggestions proved to be true of
our families. The expenditure for the three months from
December to February, usually the coldest months of the
year, varied for the six income groups from 24.5 per
cent to 27.4 per cent of the annual total. For the six
cold months from October to March, the expenditure was
from 49.8 to 53.3 per cent of the totals for the year. The
largest figure was that of the $200 group, and those fam-
ilies would be able to have the best clothing and the most
heat. N

The monthly expenditures for flour, vegetables, and
condiments for the six income groups follow closely the
total monthly expenditure for food, i.c., they were high
in January, low in February, and gradually increased from
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February to October. Condiments showed the smallest
fluctuation, flour the next, and vegetables the next. The
expenditure for grain did not follow so definite a pattern,
probably because rice and millet are not used for feasts
so much as chu-po-po, or dumplings, man-¥ou, or bread,
and other articles made from flour, The January figures
for flour ranged from 108 to 138 per cent of the monthly
totals. For grain and flour together, the range was from
107 to 136 per cent. For the condiments, the January
figures yaried from 104 to 138 per cent, and for vegeta-
bles, from 120 to 155 per cent, of the monthly average.
The February expenditures were considerably below the
monthly average. They varied from 77 to 89 per cent

. for flour, from 70 to 84 per cent for grain and flour to-

gether, from 80 to 100 per cent for condiments, and for
vegetables from 71 to 88 per cent, for five of the six
groups. The sixth was 110 per cent. The averages for
the $10, the $15, and the $20 groups are shown in F igure
13 and Table 19, | _
For meat, the figures showed a much higher peak in
January, the income group totals varying from 153 to
205 per cent of the monthly averages. The February

- totals for meat were also higher than those for the other

food classifications. They ranged from 81.8 to 141.2
per cent of the monthly averages, but for four of the six
groups the figure was over 100. The meat for any feasts
held toward the end of the fifteen-day period of the New
Year celebration would naturally be purchased in Feb-
ruary. _ .
The month of minimum expenditure for meat was
July, not February. There was a definite tendency of the
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monthly totals for meat to decrease from February to
July, and then increase from July to November. Part of
this decrease may have been due to the fact that the price
of mutton decreased from 38 cents a catty in May, to
25.9 cents a catty in August, and to 25 cents in October,
while the price of pork dropped from 33.1 cents in May
to a minimum of 284 cents in August. In November
1927, pork was 30.6 cents, and mutton 26.9 cents, a catty.,
In December 1926, mutton was 33.2 cents, and pork 32.4
cents, a catty.’® Another and possibly larger part of the
decrease in expenditure was probably due to weather con-
ditions and the difficulty of keeping meat during the hot
weather.

After January, there were two definite peaks in the
monthly expenditure for meat, a small one in June and a
much larger one in September. " The average figure for
June was 25 per cent more than the average for May,
and 42 per cent more than that for July. In September
the average was 60 per cent more than in August. For
the $10 group, the September expenditure was more than
twice the amount reported in August. These two peaks
came at the time of the Spring Festival, the fifth of the
Fifth Moon, and the Autumn Festival, the fifteenth of the
Eighth Moon. As the other foods do not show a distinct
increase for either the Spring or Autumn Festival, it
seems probable that, instead of having a large special
feast for these festivals, most families add extra nheat to
a meal little better than ordinary. Certainly there is no
large family gathering and no series of feasts as at New
Year’s. The figures confirm the impression received from
observing the activities of people on the streets and the
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displays in the stores, that in Peiping more is made of the
Autumn than of the Spring Festival.

The monthly expenditure for fruit was different from
that of the other food classifications. It was the only one
that showed a definite seasonal variation. July, August,
and September were the months of largest expenditure.
The totals for that quarter of the year amounted to 31
to 60 per cent of the annual total. The smaller the family
income, the larger the proportion spent for fruit during
the summer months,

There was an increase in January or February for the
New Year feast. Itis interesting to note that many fam-
ilies entered the fruit expenditure made at that time under

. “Religion,” rather than “Food.” The fruit evidently was

purchased to be set before the gods at New Year’s, rather
than primarily for family consumption. Later on, of
course, it would be eaten by the family. Rice and meat
are also usually part of the feast set before the gods, but

* they would not be purchased separately.

From February to May, the fruit expenditure decreased
until in May the averages for the different income groups
ranged from 3 cents to $2.86 per family. These amounts

- were from 38 to 80 per cent of the monthly average. In

January, the highest figure was 161 per cent, and in Feb-
ruary, 116.7 per cent of the monthly average. Before
July, the monthly totals for the $10 group were all less
than 5 cents per family, and the percentages between 12.8
and 51 per cent of the monthly average.” June, the time
of the Spring Festival, was next to May the month of
minimum expenditure for fruit, showing that there was

ﬂgouﬁrﬂwmdﬂwmnm"ﬁoauunlw.monnﬁ. 15—10.3 cents; $20—18 cents:
$50~59 cents; $100-$1.97+ Sr00sd i ¥ B3 .
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little fruit bought for the celebration of the festival. Only
one of the families studied reported the purchase of fruit
for religious observances at that time.

In July, the beginning of the fruit season, there was a
large inérease in the amount spent for fruit. The total
for July was from two to four times the amounts for
June. The percentages ranged from 138.9 to 184.5 per
cent of the monthly average. After August, the amount
for the three higher income groups decreased rapidly, but
for the $10, the $15 and the $20 groups the September
expenditure for fruit was the largest of the year. For the
$10 and the $15 groups, the amount was more than three
times the monthly averages; and for the $20 group, more
than twice. The averages for all these groups were in-
creased by the purchase of fruit to be used in the religious
worship of the Autumn Festival. The maximum monthly
expenditure, however, was only 26 cents per family for
the $10 group; 31 cents for the $15 group; and 37 cents
for the $20 group. It was $5.26 for the $200 group.

‘We had expected that the families would spend more
for fruit during the winter months, since that is the sea-
son for the big yellow persimmons for which Peiping is
famous. One sees quantities of them offered for sale on
the street, and many laborers and ricksha men eating. them.
However, though persimmons were relatively cheap, some
5.5 cents per catty, the poorer families oianmauiwommrn
very few. When the per capita expenditure for food is so
low, a catty of millet flour costing 7 cents or a catty of
corn flour costing 5.5 cents, is probably much more de-
sirable than the same amount of persimmons. .

Dr. T’a0’s study showed the same small expenditure
for fruit during the winter months. The average was

EXPENDITURE—FOOD 75

only 1.4 cents per family per month. During the winter,
the total expenditure for persimmons averaged only 2.7

cents per family, but this was one-third of the total fruit
expenditure,?

12 No. 39.
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FOOD DETAILS

A GENERAL idea of family diets at different income
levels is given by the amounts spent for the different food
classifications, grain, flour, meat, vegetables, fruit, con-
diments. These amounts show that the lower income
groups spend a large proportion of their food money for
grain and flour; that this proportion decreases rapidly as
the family income increases; that there is a rapid in-
crease in the proportion spent for meat and fruit in the
higher income groups ; that there is a slight decrease in the
proportion spent for vegetables by the higher groups, but
that the proportion spent for condiments is similar for-
all the different income groups.

The figures do not give any information, however, con-
cerning the various foods included in the family diet, and
how they changed with a change in the family income.
Such information can be given only by the detailed figures
showing the amounts spent for the different foods. To
secure these figures, it was necessary to transcribe for each
family the monthly totals of a large number of items.
The list of all the different kinds of food bought by these
families came to a total of more than 310 items. For the
various food ‘classifications the numbers were grain 15,
flour and flour products 65, vegetables 77, condiments 43,
fruit 36, meat 60, and miscellaneous 14. In making such

: »
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~a count it was difficult to know which items should be

counted separately, There were seven different bean-
curd entries—plain, frozen, shredded, fried, dried, pickled,
rancid—besides the skin of the bean curd, and the liquor
left when bean curd is made. Some families listed
heart, liver, lungs, stomach, kidney, intestines, blood, skin,
separately. Others grouped most of them under one
heading, 1In the flour classifications, there were 41 dif-
ferent kinds of puddings. Even if the similar items are
grouped together, the number is still over 200. Many
of the items, of course, were used by only a few families
and in small amounts.

The monthly totals for 55 of the principal grain, flour,
meat, and condiment items were transcribed and totaled
for 280 families. Three families, one in the $25, one in
the $50, and one in the $300 group, had to be omitted as
they did not itemize their expenditure, but reported peri-
odic payinents to the stores for grain, flour, et cetera.
The foods used only occasionally were such a small part
of the totals that they were omitted. For the grains and
flours, the average amount omitted was less than 2 per
cent of the total expenditure. For the meat items, the

. average omitted was 4 per cent; and for the condiments,

5 per cent. As the time available for the study of expen-
diture for individual items of food was limited, it was
thought best to omit the fruits and vegetables because of
the large number of items involved, the small expenditure
for each item, and the seasonal fluctuation in prices. Some
time after the field-work had been completed, it was pos-

-sible to go back to the records for the fruit and vegetable

figures. By that time some of the original data had been
lost ; but, while it was impossible to get a full year’s rec-
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ord for any of the families, the accounts for 73 families,
all with incomes of less than $40, were complete enough
to use. For the 73 families, there were 86 monthly quo-
tations missing, an average of a little over one per family,
or just over 10 per cent. Most of the missing quotations
were for June or October—44 for June and 30 for Octo-
ber. Figures were secured for 33 vegetables and 16
fruits, making the total number of food items studied 104.

No attempt has been made to figure the fuel value or
number of calories in the food purchased, nor its protein,
fat and carbohydrate content. Dr. T’ao, in his study,
found the average consumption to be 2,595 calories and
76 grams of protein per equivalent adult per day.® The
average expenditure for food was $3 per adult equivalent,
or approximately $3.25 per cost consumption unit per
month. This was 10 cents less than the average for our
$10 group. Buck found the average for a group of farm
families in Chihli province to be 2,742 calories per adult
male unit.?

GRrRAINS AND FLOURS

How the average expenditure for the principal mwmms.m
and flours changed as the family income changed, is
shown in Figure 14 and Tables 20 and 21. The amounts

are the averages per cost consumption unit per year. The.

curves are the smoothed graphs of three-point moving
averages. :

Wheat flour is the principal food of Peiping’s working-
class families. It was used by every family and is the

largest item for every income group except the lowest and

the two highest. In the $5 group, the expenditure for
iNo, 39, 2 No. 3. :
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corn flour was larger; and in the $200 and $300 groups,
.that for rice was very considerably larger. The graph
shows how rapidly the expenditure for wheat flour in-

creased in the lower income groups until, in the $50 group,
the amount was more than ten times that of the $5 group,
s30
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$25.90 as compared with $2.35 per cost consumption unit
per year. Above the $50 group, the rate of increase was
much slower. The maximum, $27.80, was reached in
the $150 group. Beyond that point there was a tendency
mo.ﬂ the amount to decrease somewhat, and then remain
fairly constant at about $24 a year, or $2 a month. This
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amount would purchase some 22 catties of wheat flour per
month, or approximately one pound per day per cost
consumption unit. The big dip in the graph at the $200
group was largely due to the fact that one family in that
group had 24 members, and therefore had to live on a
different scale from the other $200 families. If that fam-
ily were omitted, the average would be some $3 higher,
and the graph would show more clearly the tendency for
the amount to remain fairly constant in the higher income
groups. )
~ Rice was used by all but one of the families. The ex-
penditure, however, was less than that for wheat flour
until the $200 group was reached. Not only were the
amounts smaller, but the rate of increase was much less
-in the lower income groups. In the higher groups, in-
stead of reaching, as did wheat flour, a point beyond
which the amount tended to remain {fairly constant, the
expenditure for rice continued to increase steadily until,
in the $300 group, the expenditure was 45 per cent more
than that for wheat flour, $34.45 per cost consumption
unit, as compared with $23.70 for wheat flour. Virtually
no rice is grown in the country around Peiping. The en-
tire supply must be shipped in from the South, a fact
which makes rice a fairly expensive food, at least when
compared with the grains grown locally. In spite of its
cost, rice is regularly used in connection with special/feasts
and celebrations. It is not surprising, therefore, to find
that it was purchased by every family but one. Ewven if
income is small, all families have some special dishes at
New Year’s time, and usually for the other festivals.
It, was unexpected to have the graph show such a regu-
lar and rapid increase in expenditure for rice among the

FOOD DETAILS 81

lower income groups, where the small amount of food
money must be carefully distributed. The average annual
expenditure for rice was only $1.80 per cost consumption
unit-in the $5 group, and $3.25 in the $10 group, but it
was $8.35 in the $30 group, and $13.70 in the $40 group.
_Some of this increase was undoubtedly due to the fact
that, in many families, rice is used for variety and some-
times for bulk. A catty of rice is more filling than a catty
of wheat flour, even if its nutritive value is less. The
larger proportion of Southern families in the upper in-
come groups will account for some of the rapid .increase
there. The Southern families being accustomed to rice
and liking it much better than wheat flour, which is the

- favorite food of Northern families, buy rice regularly and

in relatively large amounts, especially when their income
is large enough to give them freedom of choice.
Glutinous rice, used for making mien kao, or New -
Year’s cakes, and fsumg-tzii, the rice balls eaten on the
fifth of the Fifth Moon—also sometimes used for por-
ridge—was purchased by 82 families; but the expenditure
was so small that it has been included with the more gen-.
erally used variety of rice. For all the groups below $30
a month, the average annual expenditure for glutinous
rice was less than 7 cents per cost consumnption unit. For
several groups, it averaged only 1 and 2 cents. For the two
highest groups the average was only 25 cents, The small
number of families buying glutinous rice naturally re-
duced the average, but even for those reporting its pur-
chase, the average per family was over $1 in only seven

~ income groups, with the maximum average $1.95.

Corn flour was the principal item of diet in the lowest
income group ; hsiao-mi mien, or millet flour, was the next.
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The amount spent for corn flour by the $5 group averaged
$7.05 per cost consumption unit per year, three times the
amount spent for wheat flour, and four times the amount
spent for rice. As the family income increased, the ex-
penditure for corn flour decreased rapidly, and it soon be-
came a minor item in the family diet. The average
amount was $4.70 per unit per year for the $10 group, but
only $1.30 for the $35 group, and 50 cents for the $40
group. Among the higher income groups, there were five
where the average expenditure for corn flour was less than

30 cents a year, and only one where it was over $1 a year."

That was the $200 group, and there the average was
raised by the family with 24 members spending $52.15,
or $3.40 per cost consumption unit, for corn flour. Corn
flour was bought by 233 families, or 83 per cent of the
entire group. Ninety per cent of the families with in-
comes of less than $60 a month used it, but only 65 per
cent of those with incomes of more than $60.

Cormn, dried or green, was used by 173 families, but in
small amounts, The largest average for any of the in-
come groups was 28 cents per cost consumption unit per
year, and for more than half of the groups the average
was less than 10 cents.

Hsigo-mi mien was used by 95 per cent of the families.
It is a mixture of non-glutinous panicled millet flour and
yellow bean flour. The best grade contains approximately
60 per cent millet flour and 40 per cent bean flour, The
second grade contains 70 per cent millet flour. Corn flour

is added to some of the cheaper grades. For the $5 group,

the average expenditure for hsico-mi mien was $4.70 per
cost consumption unit, but for the $10 group it was $7.15.
Between the $5 and the $10 groups, Asigo-mi mien and
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corn flour almost exactly changed places. - For the $35
group, the average for hsigo-mi mien was $7.85, but this
was unusually high because of the large expenditure of
two families. One spent $56.20, the other $128.95, The
averages for the adjacent groups were $4.75 for the $30
group, and $1.75 for the $40 group. The average was
only $1.40 for the $70 group, and was less than $1 for
all the groups with incomes of more than $80 a month.

Millet grain appeared on the accounts of 257, or 92
per cent, of the families. The average expenditure of the
different income groups fluctuated widely, and there was
no clear tendency for the amount to change regularly with
a change in the family income. The largest average was

. $2.85°in the $10 group. It was $1.75 for the $5, and

$1.35 for the $15 group. The averages for the other
groups ranged all the way from 7 cents to $1.60. For
the $300 group, the amount was $1.25 per cost nonm_h:@-
tion unit,

Glutinous millet was used by only 14 families. The ex-
penditure, however, was too small to segregate, and was
included with that for plain millet. :

Kaoliang, a non-saccharine sorghum, which grows to

- the height of some 14 or 15 feet, is widely cultivated as

one of the autumn crops in North China. The hulled
grain makes good porridge, and families living in the
country usually report that they eat large amounts of it.
This is not true of city families. It was entered on the
accounts of only 153 of the families in our study, and
then only for very small amounts. For almost one-half
the income groups, the average per cost consumption unit
was less than 10 cents per year. The maximum was 69
cents. Buck found the average grain consumption of
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farm families in Chihli to be 570 catties of kaoliong, 468
catties of millet, 373 catties of corn, and only 76 catties
of wheat per year.® This was an average of one catty of
grain per adult male equivalent, or 1.1 catties per cost con-
sumption unit, per day.

Buckwheat flour was purchased by 189 families, but
most of them were in the lower income groups. Ninety-
two per cent of the families with incomes of less than $40
a month used it, but only one-third of those with incomes
of more than that amount. The largest average was $1.80
in the $5 group. In the $20 group, the average was only
$1. It was 70 cents in the $40 group, and less than 10
cents for all the income groups above that.

The expenditure for ch’ieh mien and kua-mien, two dif-
ferent kinds of noodles made from wheat flour, varied
from 7 cents to $1.44 per cost consumption unit. The
average was less than 40 cents for all the income groups
below $70 a month, and over $1 only in the $300 group.

Baked yeast bread, mien-pao, is little used, and then only
by well-to-do families. Man #ou, or steamed bread, is
more generally used. The various cakes are usually un-
sweetened. - Many of these cakes are made only in China
and cannot be described in terms of the breads and cakes
used in other countries. Some of the more popular are
shao-ping, small round wheaten cakes with sesamum seed
sprinkled over the top; wo-wo towu, corn-meal ‘cakes;
yu-t'igo, batter fried in deep oil; lao-ping, thick round un-
sweetened cakes made from wheat flour and fried on a hot
griddle. The families in the higher income groups spend
considerable amounts, up to an average of $26.60 per
family per year, or $5 per cost consumption unit, for

3 No. 5.
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tien-hsin, a general term for cakes. It also may include
ma-hua, or fried bread, shao-ping, candy, sweet cakes.
Often the light early morning lunch, eaten before the
regular morning meal, is called tien-hsin. Some families
have listed separately the different kinds of breads and
cakes ; others have separated the expenditure for only the
principal ones, and reported the rest as tien-hsin; some -
have included all the breads and cakes under the heading
tien-hsin. Shao-ping were entered in the accounts of 256
families; mo-hua, or fried breads, in 237; tien-hsin in
187 ; and man-t'on in 121; but only eight families failed
to report at least one of the different kinds of bread. The
total expenditure for bread and cake varied from 8 cents

per cost consumption unit per year in the $5 group, to

$7.60 in the $300 group, an unusually wide range. The
graph in Figure 14 shows how regularly the expenditure
tended to increase as the family income increased.

The average amounts of money spent for the different
kinds of food give a fair estimate of the differences in
the family diet, but we have endeavored to make the fig-
ures still more complete by finding the number of catties
of each food the average expenditure of the different in-
come groups would purchase at the average price for the
year. The prices and amounts are given in Table 22.
The prices, for the most part, are those secured by the
Government Bureau of Industrial and Commercial In-
formation in its study of Peipirig prices, and published in
the Chinese Economic Journal. Differences in price, due
to differences in quality, have been taken into account
to some extent by averaging the quotations of several
stores. Because of the approximate nature of the figures,
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due to possible differences in price, we have not attempted
to figure the amounts beyond the even catties.

Rice is perhaps the most difficult item for which to get
an average price. Many different grades are regularly on
sale in the grain stores, and certain customers even go so
far as to demand rice grown in some special district. The
price of Chinkiang rice has been used as the most repre-
sentative. The average for the year was 8.3 cents per
catty. The average of the maximum monthly quotations
secured from several stores was 9.3 cents, and of the min-
imum, 7.3 cents per catty. For coarse rice the average
price was 7.4 cents, and for broken rice 6.6 cents. A
grain store gave us 10 cents as the average price for or-
dinary rice.

For Peiping millet, the price was 7.4 cents. Kalgan
millet, which is regularly of a poorer quality, averaged 6.1
cents per catty. The price used by Dr. T’ao, and: that
quoted to us by the grain store, was 7 cents a catty. The
price for wheat flour is for hand-milled flour. The price
for'machine-milled flour would be somewhat higher.

The figures for wheat flour and rice are the outstand-
ing omes, of course, for the grains and flours. The
amount of rice varied from 22 to 411 catties per cost con-
sumption unit per year. It was above 150 catties when
the family income was over $40 a month, and over 200
catties for families with more than $90 a month.'

For wheat flour, the amounts varied from 25 to 310
catties., In general, the consumption was between 85 and
100 catties for the families receiving between $10 and $25
a month ; from 185 to 200 catties for the $25 to $40 fam-
ilies ; and between 260 and 300 catties for those receiving
more than $40 a month.

FOOD DETAILS 87

The 129 catties of corn flour used by the $5 group is.
an outstanding figure, as it shows how families shift to
the cheaper flours, if income is reduced. For the $10
group, the average was 85 catties, and 36 catties for the
$20 group. Over $40 a month, the amounts were small,
only four or five catties for most of the groups. The
$200 group, however, averaged 25 catties, because it in-
cluded the large family with 24 members.

The amount of millet flour, or Asizo-mi mien, varied
from 70 to a little over 100 catties for the groups below
$40 a month, but was only soine ten catties for those
above $80,

Buckwheat flour dropped from 27 catties in the $5

.group, to 11 in the $40 group. For the higher groups,

the average was only one catty or less.

The largest amount of millet grain used by -any group
was 39 catties per cost consumption unit per year, pur-
chased by the $10 group. For only three other income
groups, was the amount over 20 catties.

- The amounts of grain corn were so small, five catties
or less, that they have been added to the corn-flour figures
in Table 22,

The totals for the grains and flours together are spe-
cially interesting, as they show the approximate amount
of céreals used by the different income levels. There are
four points of distinct increase, at the $10, the $25, the
$90, and the $300 groups. The total for the $5 group
was 295 catties per year, but for the $10 group it was
385 catties. For the $20 group, it was 335 catties; for
the $25 group, it was 420 catties. The $80 group used a
total of 440 catties; and the $90 group, 535 catties. The
total for the $175 group was 560 catties, and that of the
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$300 group, 710 catties, per cost nozmzn:uﬁ.oz unit per
year.

The amount per cost consumption unit per day varied
from 0.8 to 1.9 catties. Only for the $5 and the $20
groups, was the .amount less than one catty per day.
From $25 to $90 a month, the amount was either 1.2
or 1.3 catties per day. Over $90, it was between 1.5 and
1.7, except that for the $200 group. There it was 1.3
because of the large family. For the $300 group, the
average was 1.9 catties per day. The higher amounts
probably were reduced somewhat by the use of the more
expensive qualities of rice and wheat flour, though this
would probably be offset if the breads and noodles were
included. For Dr. T’ao’s families, whose average income
was $17.30 a month, the average consumption was 1.3
catties per day per adult male equivalent, or approx-
imately 1.4 per cost consumption unit.* _

From the figures it seems evident that the Chinese fam-
ilies work toward an average daily consumption of grain
and flour amounting to 1.5 catties, or two pounds, per
cost consumption unit, but that this is reached only when
the family income is over $90 a2 month. For the families
doing the most active work, the amount is about 1.2 cat-
ties, or 1.6 pounds, per cost consumption unit per day.
The figures for the different grains and flours show how,
in the lower income groups, quality has to be sacrificed in
order to get bulk. . ,

We were interested to get from some workmen an es-

timate of their needs. One group said that a man, when

working, needed to eat one catty a day of hsico-mi wmien;
or a catty and a quarter of wheat flour; or a catty and a

£ No. 39.
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half of corn flour. Another group estimated their need,
if. they were eating three meals a day, as one and three-
quarters catties of hsigo-mi mien; or two catties of wheat
flour; or two and a quarter catties of corn flour. This
is possibly the amount they would expect if their food was
supplied by their employer, but it is higher than the
amounts actually purchased by these families. Even in -
the $300 group, the average was only 1.9 catties per cost
consumption unit. Field-workers of the China Interna-
tional Famine Relief Committee estimated that a work-~-
man needs between a catty and a half, and two catties, of

grain a day.

CONDIMENTS

Eleven principal condiments, flavorings and cooking
fats were used by virtually all the families. Sweet-oil,
or w.&.as,qéﬁy salt, and vinegar were used by every family.
Chiang-yu, huang chiong, sesamum sauce, ginger, soda,
tea were omitted by only one or two families, sugar by
four, and lard by ten families,

The largest condiment expenditure was for hsiang-yu,
sweet-oil made from sesamum. It is used in cooking
meat and vegetable dishes and, although 50 per cent more
expensive than peanut oil, is used because of the flavor
it gives to the food. In the $5 group, the average expen-
diture was $1:05, and in the $300 group, $8, per cost con-
sumption unit per year. (Table 23.) The graph in
Figure 15 shows a specially rapid increase from the $5
to the $50 group. Above that point, the increase was
slower but still continuous. The average price for the’
year was 35 cents per catty. The minimum price was
30.5 cents and came in December; the maximum, 43.2
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cents in August. The average consumption varied from
three to 23 catties per cost consumption unit, but mnoﬂ
the $50 to the $200 group there was a decided tendency
for the amount to be about 11 catties per unit. (Table
24)

12 .
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Ficure 15—Condiments: Expenditure per Cost Consumption Unit
per Year., I

Tea-leaves were the second item in the condiment list.
The average expenditure ranged from 85 cents to $4.40
per cost consumption unit, or from $2 to $23.25 per fam-
ily. Again the expenditure increased rapidly up to the
$50 group. It stayed about the same from the $50 to the
$200 group, but the average for the $300 group was al-
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most 100 per cent more than that of the $200 group. The
price. of tea varies so much with small differences in
quality that we have not been able to determine any aver-
age price, or the average number of catties used. The
accounts show that the expenditure was spread regularly
over the entire ‘year, the festival time naturally having
some influence on the amount of the monthly expenditure,

Tea-leaves and hsiang-yu together account for almost
one-half the condiment expenditure, In four income
groups, the amount was over 50 per cent of the condi-
ment total, :

Lard was used by all but ten families, but.the amount
spent ordinarily was from one-third to one-half of that
spent - for hsiang-yu. The average expenditure ranged
from 40 cents to $3.80, but only for the $300 group was
it above $2.50, The average price was 38 cents per catty,
so the consumption ranged from one to ten catties per
cost consumption unit; but it was three catties, or less,
for all but one of the income groups below $90 a: month.
Lard did not have the same increase as hsiang-yu from
the $5 to the $50 group, but the proportionate increase
from the lowest to the highest group was almost the same.

Huang-chiang, a salty yellow sauce made from yellow
beans, was the flavoring most widely used in the lower
income groups. The expenditure was 45 cents per cost .
consumption unit per year, in the $5 group. It increased.
to $1.25 in the $60 group, but then decreased until it was
only 75 cents in the $300 group. The amount used varied
from 7 to 19 catties per cost consutnption unit per year,
but from the $25 to the $300 group there was a tendency
for the amount to average about 13 catties per unit per
year,



92 HOW CHINESE FAMILIES LIVE

Chiang-yu, a salty sauce made from soy beans, was
used by all except one family, but among the lower income
groups it was not so popular as the more mﬁonmq flavored
huang-chiong. However, when the family income was
over $70 a month, the expenditure for chiang-yu was reg-
ularly the larger. In the $5 group, the expenditure was
only 5 cents per cost consumption unit. In the $60 group,
it was 90 cents, or 35 cents less than the average for
huang-chiang. For the $175 group, it was $1.35; and
$3.65 in the $300 group. As there are several different
qualities of chiang-yu on the market, the best average
price we could secure was 8.2 cents per catty. At this
price the consumption varied from one-half catty to 45
catties. From the $50 to the $200 group, there appeared
to be some tendency for the amount to be about 16 catties
per cost consumption unit per year.

The expenditure for salt was surprisingly similar in all
the income groups. Only in the $300 group was the
average more than twice the average for the $5 group.
The amounts were 45 cents in the $5 group; 65 cents in
the $10 group; 90 cents in the $175 group; and $1.10 in
the $300 group. The average consumption varied from
6 to 14 catties per year. There appeared to be 2 tendency,
however, for the amount used to be between 10 and 11
catties, or 13 and 15 pounds per cost consumption unit
per year. American budgets allow 16 pounds per unit.’
The total Chinese consumption is considerably more than
this, because of the amount of salt in the Chinese
chiang-yu, huang-chiang, and salt vegetables,

Vinegar is used as flavoring on raw vegetables, in soup,
in chico-tziis and chu-po-po, meat dumplings. The ex-
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penditure, however, was much less than for salt, from
6 to 60 cents per cost consumption unit. (Figure 15.)
With the price only 3 cents per catty, the amount used
varied from 2 to 20 catties. Above $35 a month, there
was a tendency for the amount to be between 11 and 12
catties per cost consumption unit per year, or a little over
one pint a month. In other countries vinegar is used in
such small amounts, that ordinarily it does not appear as
a separate item in an average budget. (Table 24.)

Sugar increased from an average of 1 cent per cost
consumption unit per year in the $5 group, to 52 cents
in the $50 group. The expenditure was over $1 only in
the three highest groups, the maximum being $1.45 in
the $300 group. Sugar must be brought from South
China, Formosa, et cetera, so it is relatively expensive in
Peiping. Sweet dishes, therefore, are a small item in the
diet of the Northern Chinese. More are included in
Southern food. At the average price of some 17 cents
a catty, the amount used was less than two catties per
unit per year until the family income was over $40 a
month; and less than five catties for all except the three

“highest income groups. Even in the $300 group, the

average was only some 8.5 catties, or 11 pounds per year.
American working-class budgets include some 55 catties,
73 pounds, of sugar for each cost consumption unit.®
Candy was entered in the accounts of 156 families.
The amount per family buying candy increased from 11
cents in the $10 group, to 75 cents in the $175 group.
There was a sudden jump to $1.70 in the $200 group,
and to §$3.95 in the $300 group. The amount per cost
consumption unit increased from 1 to 73 cents, but it
4 No. 2.
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was over 10 cents for only six groups, and over 20 cents
for only the two highest groups.

Chih-ma chiong or sesamum sauce, ginger, chien or
soda, were bought by virtually all the families, but were
used in small amounts. Even in the higher income groups,
the expenditure for sesamum sauce was ordinarily less
than 25 cents per cost consumption unit per year, and less
than 13 cents for ginger and soda. These amounts would
purchase about one and a half catties of sesamum sauce,
one catty of ginger, and two and a half catties of soda.

Hsiang ts'ai, sweet vegetable, was bought by 269 fam-

ilies. The maximum average per family was 28 cents,

or & cents per cost consumption unit. In the three lowest
groups, the average per family was less than 10 cents, or
less than 3 cents per cost consumption unit. The price in
August 1927 was 5.1 cents per catty.

Tzii ts°ai, purple vegetable, was bought by 191 families,
but only in four groups was the average over 10 cents per
family. These small amounts were spread over the entire
year. The maximum per cost consumption unit was 4
cents, but the amount was less than 1 cent for eight of the
income groups. The price in August was $2.45 a catty,
or a little over 15 cents an ounce, _

Pepper was used by 246 families, but for only three
income groups was the average per family over 17 cents.
The maximum was 46 cents per family in the $300 group.
The usual expenditure was less than 3.5 cents per cost
consumption unit. The August price was 10 cents a
catty. _

Spice was bought by 209 families, but in only four
groups was the average per family over 10 cents. The
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maximum was 22 cents per family, or 5 cents per cost
consumption unit. The price in August was 49 cents
per catty.

MzeaT

Pork was the principal meat item. It was used by all
but five families. Four of the five were Mohammedan
households, so pork was omitted from their diet because
of their religious belief. In the different income groups
the expenditure for pork varied from 22 to 37 per cent of
the total expenditure for meat. The actual amount per
cost consumption unit per year was only 23 cents in the

.
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$5 group; 60 cents in the $10 group; and 80 cents in the
$15 group. It was $14.60 for the $300 group. The graph
n Figure 16 shows a rapid increase up to, and including,
the $50 group. The average expenditure for that group
was $6.60.  Above $60, the increase was slower but the
upward trend was fairly regular.

Next to pork, mutton was the meat most generally used.
It was purchased by all but one of the families. In the
$5 group, the amount per cost tonsumption unit was 22
cents, or almost the same as the expenditure for pork. It
was $1.15 in the $20 group, and $4.50 in the $50 group.
In the $300 group, it was only $4.80, a little less than
one-third the average for pork. While the increase was
not so rapid as for pork, the figures in Table 25 show that
up to the $60 group, the average for mutton rose fairly
rapidly. - In the groups above that, however, there was a
definite tendency for the amount to remain approximately
the same, about $4.50 per cost consumption unit. As the
expenditure for all the other meats increased as the family
income increased, one naturally asks why the amount for
mutton tended to remain the same. So far as we can
learn, it is due to the fact that mutton is used by the
non-Mohammedan families in the higher income groups to
flavor soups and vegetable dishes, rather than as a sepa-
rate meat dish. Consequently it is bought in relatively
small amounts. ,

In three of the five income groups below $30 a month,
the expenditure for mutton was larger than for pork. In
two, the difference was small, 10 cents or less; but in the
third, the $10 group, it was 21 cents, or 36 per cent of the
expenditure for pork. In Dr. T'ac’s study, the average
expenditure for mutton was more than twice that for
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pork. Only a little more than one-half of his families
bought any pork, but, it must be remembered, 23 per cent
were Mohammedans.” As the average price of pork for
the year was only one-fifth of a cent more than that of
mutton-—30.5 cents a catty for pork, and 30.3 cents a
catty for mutton—it does not seem probable that in our
study price would be much of a factor. A difference in -
the seasonal fluctuations in price may possibly have in-
fluenced the lower income families to buy more mutton
than pork. Families in the larger income groups probably
would not be influenced so much by a difference in the
price of the two meats, The price of mutton varied from
38 cents a catty in May, to 25 cents in October; pork

from 33.1 cents in May, to 28.4 cents in August. The

price of muiton was less than pork in January and Feb-
ruary, and from August through November. In October
the difference was 4.4 cents, 15 per cent of the price of
pork. Taste very possibly influenced the choice of the
lower income groups, for it seems evident that if only a
small amount of meat can be bought, mutton is preferable
as it gives more flavor to the food. .

A study of the monthly expenditures of the 131 mmga
ilies with incomes of less than $30 a month, shows that.
the expenditure for mutton was larger than for pork for
seven months: December, March, and from July to No-
vember. The price of mutton was 10 per cent less than
pork in January, and 6 per cent less in February, but the
expenditureé for pork in these two months was 25 per
cent more than that for mutton. Pork evidently is the
more popular meat for the New Year feasts. In June,
the time of the Spring Festival, the mN@mzm;nHm for pork

7 No. 39.
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was three times that for mutton, both because it was festi-
val time, and because the price of mutton was 20 per cent
higher than pork. By September, the price of mutton was
again 10 per cent less than pork. For the Autumn Festi-
val, the expenditure for mutton was larger than for pork.

The monthly figures show that the families regularly

used a small amount of pork every month, or an average

of a little over one-half catty per family per month. The
extra expenditure at festival time raises this to an aver-
age of a catty and a halif, or even two catties, per family
for the festival months. For only four months was the
expenditure for pork more than the monthly average,
and all four were festival months, January and February
both being counted as festival months, In 1927 New
Year's Day was February second, but the celebration con-
tinued until the seventeenth. Meat for the early feasts
- would be purchased in January, but in February for the
later feasts.

The monthly figures for mutton are quite different.
For the seven months from August to February, the ex-
penditure was more than the monthly average. During
the other five months, the expenditure ranged from 39
to 76 per cent of the monthly average. For three of the
five months, it was less than half the monthly average.
There was some increase for the New Year and Autumn
Festivals, but it was small compared with that for pork.

For the $100 group, the monthly figures change in much
the same way as those of the lower income groups. For
pork, there were four peak months at festival time. For
the four festival months, the average consumption was
10.5 catties per family per month. For the other eight
months, the average was 5.5 catties. For mutton, the
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figures were above the monthly average from July to No-
vember. For those five months, the average expenditure
for mutton was 93 cents more than for pork. For the
year, the average was $5.75 less.

The $300 group had a high expenditure for pork for
the New Year and Autumn Festivals, but not for the
Spring Festival ; also a large expenditure for mutton from
September to February. The mutton dealers say that they
regularly sell more mutton from the seventh to the first
or second month. The meat is cheaper then and also has
a better flavor., o

Beef was not used so generally as mutton and pork,
even though it was much cheaper, the average price being

_only some 22 cents a catty. It was bought by 191 fami-

lies, and a large proportion of them were in the higher
income groups., The average expenditure per cost con-
sumption unit was less than 60 cents a year until the
family income was over $70 a month. Above that amount,
there was considerable fluctuation in the income group
averages, but the smoothed curve in Figure 16 shows an
upward trend to the maximum of $3.60 in the $300
group. A Mohammedan family in the $100 group spent
$22.90 for beef for a birthday celebration,

The amount of pork bought was only one catty per
cost consumption unit per year in the $5 group. It was
48 catties, 64 pounds, in the $300 group. (Table 24.)
For mutton, the maximum was only 16 catties. The
amount increased from one catty per year in the $5 group,
to 15 catties in the $50 group, and then remained virtually
the same for all the higher groups. In only three groups
was the consumption of beef more than eight catties per
cost consumption unit per year. The totals for the three
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meats varied from two to 80 catties, or from three to 106
pounds, per year. For the families with incomes from
$50 to $175 a month, the amount was between four and
five pounds a month. A workingman’s budget in Phila-
delphia allows 110 pounds of beef and pork per cost con-
sumption unit per year?®

In connection with the small amounts of meat used by

the Chinese families, especially in the low-income groups, -

it must be remembered that, prior to the time of this study,

the prices of both pork and mutton had been increasing

rapidly. In the three years from 1924 to 1927, the price
of pork rose 57 per cent, while the price of mutton in-
creased 87 per cent. In the 15 years from 1912 tg 1927,
the price of mutton increased 130 per cent, and pork 150
per cent®

Chicken, which most foreigners think of as one of the
chief meats used in the Orient, was bought by only 41 per
cent of the families and most of them were in the higher-
mcome groups, Only 25 per cent of the families with in-
comes of less than $60 reported the purchase of chicken,
but 84 per cent of the families receiving more than $60
a month bought it. The average amounts were less than
65 cents for all the groups below $90. The others were
all over $1, but less than $2, except for the $300 group,
where the average was $4.70 per year. (Figure 16 and
Table 25.)

Eggs were purchased by 213 families, but they were
not generally used until the family income was over $30
a month. ~ Only 51 per cent of the families receiving less
than $30 a month used eggs, but eggs were reported in
the accounts of all except two of the families receiving

ENo. 2, 9 Nos. 11 and 30.
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more than $30 a month. The average expenditure per
cost consumption unit was 10 cents, or less, per year for
the groups below $30. It was over $1 in the $50 group;
over $2 in the $90 group. The maximum was $4.35 in
the $300 group. The price of eggs ranged from 1.9 to
2.5 cents apiece. The average for the year was 26 cents
a dozen, The families did not average one egg per week
per equivalent adult, until their income was over $50 a
month. Only when it was $80 a month, was the average
one egg per capita per week. Even in the $300 group,
the per capita average was only one egg every three days. .
In American working-class budgets, the allowance is one
egg per capita every two days.*

Shrimps, which are sold both dried and fresh, are pop-
ular in Peiping. They were bought by all but eight of the
families. The figures show that they were used all
through the year, but April and May were usually the
months of largest consumption. The expenditure was
usually small, the income group averages all being less
than 40 cents per cost consumption unit until the income
was over $100 a month; and over $1 only in the $300
group. For that group, the average was $1.35.

Fish was bought by 116 families, but only a small pro-
portion of that number were in the lower income groups.
Of the families receiving less than $30 a month, only 29-
per cent reported the purchase of any fish. The averages
per cost consumption unit were 8 cents or less. Even for
the families reporting, the averages per family were all
45 cents, or less. Ninety-one per cent of the families
with incomes of more than $40 a month bought fish, The
group averages per cost consumption unit were all 70

1 No. 2.
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cents, or more. Beginning with the $90 group, they were
all over $1. The largest was $2.60 for the $300 group.
All but three families purchased some sea food, fish or
shrimps, or both. _

Dried beans, bean curd, bean noodles, and bean cake
were put in the meat classification because of their high
protein content. They were used by virtually all the fam-
ilies, beans by all but five, and bean curd by all but three,
Even so, the average expenditures were unexpectedly
small. For beans, the average was over 50 cents per cost
consumption unit per year for only three income groups,
and over $1 only in the $300 group. For bean curd, the
averages were somewhat larger, but only three were over
70 cents per unit per year, and only one over $1. For
bean noodles and bean cakes together, the averages for
only four groups were over 70 cents, and over $1 for
only one. If the bean, bean curd, and bean noodle expen-
ditures are added together, even in the $300 group the
total is only $4.60 per cost consumption unit per year,
and for only one other group was the total over $2. The
average expenditure for fresh beans, bean sprouts, et
cetera, that were used as vegetables, was between 12 cents
and 25 cents per cost consumption unit per year for the
income groups below $40, or about the same as the aver-
age for dried beans. I

Nuts of various kinds were purchased by all but eight
families. Peanuts were by far the most generally used
nuts. ‘They were bought by 271 families, melon seeds by
151, and chestnuts by 127. The average expenditure for
peanuts varied from 12 cents to 16 cents per cost con-
sumption unit per year, for the groups below $30. Over
$70, there was a tendency for the average to fluctuate
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around 35 cents, The maximum was 66 cents for the $300
group. - Below $90 a month, the averages for melon seeds
were all less than 10 cents. For only four groups was the
average more than 20 cents. It was 55 cents for the $300
group., The total expenditure for nuts was more than 70
cents for only four groups, and over $1 for only two
groups. . .

Milk, which in Peiping is a relatively expensive food as
most of the supply has to be imported, was bought by only
49 families, most of them in the upper income groups.
Only 5.5 per cent of the families receiving less than $80
a month used it, but it was bought by 64 per cent of those
with incomes of more than $80. Because of the small
total expenditure, the averages are small for most of the -
income groups, but in at least two of the upper groups the

-average was next to those for pork and mutton. For four

of the five highest groups, the average was over $2 per
cost consumption unit per year. The maximum was
$4.45. American working-class family budgets give the
expenditure for milk as the largest single food item.™*

VEGETABLES

The detailed figures for fruit and vegetables are taken
from the accounts of 73 families, all with incomes of less
than $40 per month. Almost half of the families were in
the $15 group. The average income for the 73 families
was $17.90 per month, The total amount spent for the
33 vegetables studied was some 15 per cent less than the
total vegetable expenditure of the 73 families, On exam-
ining the figures; it was found that some 5 per cent was

1 No, 2.
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not shown, as it was spent for the less regularly used vege-
tables. The other 10 per cent was missing because 10 per
cent of the monthly accounts was missing when the de-
tailed fruit.and vegetable figures were transcribed. To al-
low for this omission, the figures secured from the original
accounts have been increased 10 per cent, in order to give
an approximate total for the entire year. The averages
for the families in the different income groups show some
tendency for the amount spent for each of the fruits and
vegetables to increase as the family income increased, but
the increases were not regular enough to be significant,
Consequently, the figures given here are the averages for
the entire group. It is unfortunate that it has not been

possible to study the detailed fruit and vegetable expendi- -

ture of the families in the higher income groups, for with
the rapid increase in the total expenditure, there must have
been some interesting changes in the detailed amounts.

Cabbage, ordinarily the Shantung or celery cabbage, is
by far the most important vegetable for the lower income
families. It was used by all of the 73 families. The aver-
age expenditure was $2.40 per family per year, or 80 cents
per cost consumption unit. This was one-quarter of the
entire expenditure for vegetables, and more than three
times the expenditure for any other fresh vegetable.
(Table 26.) "

If the 73 families are divided into income groups, the
expenditure for cabbage increases regularly as the family
income increases. The average per family was $1.65 in
the $5 group; $2.10 in the $10 group; $3.35 in the $20
group; and $7.05 in the $35 group.

The price of cabbage during the time of our study
averaged 1.25 cents per catty, but varied from 1.7 to 0.7
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per catty. The maximum price came in March and April,

the minimum in June. The next year, 1928, the price was

4.1 cents a catty in March, but two months later it was

only 0.6 cent. The monthly expenditures of the families

show, however, that the minimum price had little to do

with the amount consumed. Cabbage is a late autumn
crop and can be kept fairly well throughout the winter, but
it tends to detériorate with the coming of warm weather.

The price, therefore, tends to increase from November to

March, and then to drop rapidly.

Cabbage was bought every month of the year by some
families, but there was a distinct seasonal variation in the
average monthly expenditure, For the six months begin-
ning with October and ending with March, the average
per month varied from 24 cents to 44 cents per family,
with the maximum in January. For the other half of
the year, the averages varied from 2 cents in July to 19
cents in September, but all except the September average
were less than 10 cents. The total for the six months
was only 47 cents, or 20 per cent of the annual expendi-
ture. , o

The average consumnption was 192 catties per family
per year, or a little more than one-half catty per day. The
average per cost consumption unit was 2.75 catty ounces
per day. The amount used during the year is the same,
whether it is figured at the average price for the year,
1.25 cents per catty, or on the basis of monthly price and
expenditure. During the winter months the average con-
sumption per family was 13.5 catty ounces per day.

Salt vegetables, of which there are many varieties, were
bought regularly throughout the year by all of the fam-
ilies. The kinds most used by these lower income families
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were salt turnip, pickled turnip, salt ke-ta, salted ke-to
leaves. Salt turnip was used every month of the year, but
was bought most generally from April to November.
Suan ts'ai, pickled cabbage, was purchased from Septem-
ber to November, and by a few families in February. The
season for salt ke-fe was December to March, and for
salt ke-fa leaves from September to March. Swan ts'ai
was used by 57, salt ke-ta by 64, and salt ke-ta leaves by
71 of the 73 families studied. |

The total expenditure for all kinds of salt vegetables -

averaged $1.85 per family, or 62 cents per cost consump-
tion unit per year. For the different income groups, the
averages ranged from $1.37 for the $5 group, to $2.17
for the $15 and $30 groups. Of the average total of
$1.85 per family, $1.12 was for salt turnip, 35 cents for
ke-ta leaves, and 21 cents for salt ke-ta. The average
prices were 3 cents per catty for salt turnips, and 4.2 cents
for salt ke-ta. At these prices the total amount of salt
vegetables purchased was some 52 catties per family per
year, or approximately a catty and a half per cost con-
sumption unit per month, In Dr. T’ao’s study, the ex-
penditure for salt vegetables for six months averaged
88 cents per family, and the amount used 16.4 catties.*?

For none of the other vegetables was the average ex-
penditure over $1 per family per year. Swekt potatoes,
which had the largest average, 82 cents per year, were
regularly used from September to March. All through
the winter, itinerant peddlers selling steaming hot sweet
potatoes are one of the familiar sights along the city
streets. The store prices for sweet potatoes averaged 1.8
cents per catty. The average amount used, therefore, was
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45 catties per family per year, or 6.5 catties per month
during the season. In the country districts south of
Peiping, sweet potatoes are one of the principal foods,
especially during the winter, In some families the aver
age consumption is more than one catty per person per
day. :

Potatoes were bought by only ten families. The aver-
age expenditure was only 2 cents per family.

Onions and leeks were the only other vegetables with
an-average expenditure of over 50 cents. They were 58
and 52 cents. The consumption of onions averaged 22
catties per family, the average price being 2.6 cents per
catty. Onions and leeks were used by all the families,
and throughout the year. Turnips, celery, bean sprouts,
and garlic were also purchased every month of the year.

Spinach was bought by some families during mnine
months of the year, but was most generally used in March.
The average expenditure for the year was 22 cents per
family.

Fresh beans, cucumbers, egg-plant, different kinds of
gourds, squash and pumpkins were the chief summer and
early autumn vegetables. For all of them together, the av-
erage expenditure totaled only $1.53 per family per year.
Peas were bought by only 24 families. Lily root was
used by 13 families, and lotus root by nine, in July, Au-
gust, and September. The total expenditure for lotus

- root was only 19 cents, and for lily root, 46 cents.

Frurrs

The small amounts spent for some 16 kinds of fruit by
these 73 families with incomes of less than $40 a month,
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emphasize again the smallness of the total expenditure for
fruit in the lower income groups. The average total was
less than 65 cents per cost consumption unit per year for
all the income groups below $30 a month, and less than
$1.40 for those below $40 a month.

The figures for the individual fruits are so small that
the averages for the different income groups show no
significant changes, other than a slight tendency for the
amounts to increase as the family income increases, The
expenditure of the 73 families studied averaged less than
10 cents per family per year for three-quarters of the
fruits, and less than 5 cents for one-half of them. The
largest average was 17 cents spent for persimmons,

Melons, pears, peaches, apricots, persimmons, and
small apples which the Chinese call sha-kwo, or sand ap-
ples, were the most generally used fruits, and the ones for
which the largest expenditure was reported, 10 cents or
more per year. They all were purchased by at least three-
quarters of the families. ~Grapes, plums, apples, oranges,
haws were used by fewer families and in smaller amounts.
The average for each was less than 5 cents per family per
year. Bananas were bought by only six families, and only
once by each family, .

Most of the fruits were used when they were in season
—apricots in June and July, melons in July and August,
grapes in September. Persimmons were on the market
from September to April. The long season for persim-
mons is due to the fact that the fruit ripens late and nat-
ural cold storage is possible during the winter., Further-
more, dried persimmons are used to some extent. Pears
weré bought by some families every month of the year

except June, but were used most mmsﬁ.mmw in August and

September.

VI
CLOTHING

SUMMER dress for the poorer people is :mc.é% a
shirt and trousers for the men, a coat and trousers
for the women, cloth shoes and possibly cotton cloth
socks for both. The shirts, coats, and trousers are
made of single thicknesses of blue cotton cloth. When
possible, a long light-weight gown is added to a man’s
wardrobe. Winter dress is a coat and trousers made
of two thicknesses of cloth and padded with cotton.
There is also an intermediate weight of two thick-
nesses of cotton cloth. Unless the family is very
poor, the man wears a long padded gown in winter,
On cold days hiplength padded leggings, #ao ¥'u, are
often worn over summer trousers, and in the coldest
weather over padded trousers, Padded shoes are often
worn in winter for extra warmth. When additional light-
weight garments are available, they are added, one on top
of another, as the weather turns cool. Silks and furs are
worn by well-to-do families. Only occasionally is a sec-
ond-hand fur-lined coat secured by some of the poorer
families.

An inventory of the clothing of 48 families with in-
comes of less than $335 a month found the median ward-
robe to be three single, one double, and two cotton padded
garments.” We attempted no inventory of the property of

1 No, 395, .
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our families, but the clothing figures for the lower income
groups would probably be about the same,

The total expenditure for clothing was $16,333.85, an
average of $57.75 per family, and $12.45 per person. The
averages for the different income groups are much more
significant, of course. The average expenditure per fam-
ily per year varied from $2.30 for the $5 group, to

$482.65 for the $300 group. The income group averages -

were all less than $30 per year until the family income
was over $40 a month, and less than $80 until the income
was over $90 a month. (Figure 8, page 48, and Table
27.)

Eight families spent over $300, and 22 over $200 for
clothes during the year. The maximum amount for any
family was $997.30. This was the expenditure of a
family in the $300 group and included the amount spent
for clothes for the wedding of one son and the engage-
ment of another. The minimum expenditure reported
was 20 cents. One would naturally be inclined to ques-
tion the accurateness of such a small amount. Thete
were, however, seven other families who reported the
expenditure of less than $1 for clothing during the
year. Three of these were servants to whom garments
may have been given, but a clerk, a teacher, and a flower-
maker included in the seven families, probably would have
to buy all their clothing. Thirty-two families spent less
than $5 for clothing during the year, and 97 families, all
with incomes of less than $60 a month, spent less than $1
a month, or $12 a year. Fifty-two per cent of ali the
families spent less than $2 a month, and 65.5 per cent
iess than $3 a month. Two families spending less than
$2 a month for clothing were in the $90 income group.

CLOTHING IIX

One family in the $60 group spent $12.05, and one in
the $50 group only $8.45, during the year.

Some of the families spending the small amounts may
have received gifts of clothing during the year, but none
were reported. Possibly some may have made unreported
expenditure. The semi-annual check-ups on the income
and expense totals brought out several purchases of cloth
that previously had not been put on the accounts. The
averages, therefore, are possibly somewhat less than they
would be for a complete account, but the similarity of the
figures for the adjacent income groups, the similar sea- -
sonal variation in different groups, and the comparison
with other studies of Chinese budgets make it evident that
they do not contain a large percentage of error,

The average expenditure per person varied from 77
cents per year in the lowest income group, to $59.10 per
year in the highest group. It was less than $3 a year for
all the income groups below $25 a month; under $7 a
year for all the income groups below $40 a month ; and
less than $20 a year for all those under $90 a month.
(Table 27.) The trend of the clothing expenditure per
person per year is shown by the smoothed curve in Figure
17. The curve is so nearly a straight line that there seems
to be a decided tendency for the average expenditure per
person to be a function of the family income.

Because of the small figures for the lower income
groups, we have been interested to find that, in another
Peiping budget study, the average clothing expenditure
per person per year was only 56 cents for families with
incomes of less than $11.65 a month; $2.48 for the $11.65
to $18.49 income group; and $3.25 for the $18.50 to
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$24.99 group.? During the past five years the per capita
clothing expenditure for the inmates of the Peiping Old
Ladies’ Home has varied from $2.55 to $3.95 per year,
and averaged $3.30. This amount covered the cost of
all necessary repairs and replacements, including a regu-
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Ficure 17—Clothing: Expenditure per vanmou_ per Year.

lar yearly addition of four ounces of cotton to the wadded

clothes worn in winter. It did not include the cost of

sweaters, scarfs, wristlets given to the old ladies, but those

were special gifts and are luxuries that would be unknown

to poor families. The per capita budget of the Home was

approximately that of the $10-a-month families, but the
2 No. 39.
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per capita clothing expenditure was a little more than that
of the $20 families. However, as the old ladies’ ward-
robes included a dress outfit suitable for church, et cetera,
their clothes were probably in better condition than those
of many of the poorer families. Furthermore, their cloth-
ing expenditure might possibly be higher as the Home
was supervised by a group of foreign (mon-Chinese)
women. Then, too, in figuring our family averages,
children and adults are counted alike, which would tend
to reduce our figures somewhat. On the other hand, the

old ladies’ clothing would probably have less wear than

that of workers and their families. The expenditure per
cost consumption unit has not been figured for our fam-
ilies, as it seems evident that the available figures giving
the variation in clothing requirements due to differences

_in age and sex would not fit the Chinese situation ac-

curately.

The individual families spent from 0.1 to 25.4 per cent
of their budgets for clothes. The figure was over 20 per
cent for seven families, and over 15 per cent for 16 fam-
ilies. - One family in the $20 group spent 17.1 per cent,
and one in the $30 group 20.5 per cent for clothes. The
other families spending more than 15 per cent for clothes
were scattered among the higher income groups. One
hundred and twenty families, 42 per cent of the entire

" group, spent less than 5 per cent of their budget for

clothes, and 64 families spent less than 3 per cent. Of the
families with incomes of less than $60 a month, one-half
spent less than 5 per cent, and 28 per cent spent less than
3 per cent, for clothes. Even in the $200 group, there was
one family that spent only 1.6 per cent for clothes, but
this was the large family with twenty-four members.
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The minimum for the $300 group was 2.9 per-cent. For
seven income groups, the minimum was less than 1 per
cent; and for twelve groups, it was less than 2 per cent.
For only three groups, was the minimum more than 4 per
cent; and they all had incomes of more than $100 a month.
The maximum percentages were over 10 per cent, except
for the $5 and the $60 groups. The highest figures for
the families in those two groups were 3.8 per cent, and
7.9 per cent. For 12 groups, the maximum was over 15
per cent; and for seven groups, it was more than 20
per cent, :

In considering the proportion spent by individual fam-
ilies, it must be remembered that the expenditure for
clothing tends to fluctuate from year to year, and is apt to
be low one year and high the next. For one Chinese fam-
ily whose complete accounts we secured for six consecu-
tive years, the annual figures varied from 6.2 to 17.4 per
cent.  For another family with accounts covering three
years, the variation was from 4.1 to 6.8 per cent.? For
an American family of two adults, the range during seven
years was from 4.2 to . 15.4 per cent.

The average percentages for the different income
groups varied from 2.2 per cent for the $5 group, to 11.7
per cent for the $175 group. They were less than 6 per
cent for all the groups below $30 a month, and less than
10 per cent until the income was over $100 2 month, Al-
though there was some fluctuation in the income group
averages, there was a definite tendency for the proportion
spent for clothing to increase as the family income in-
creased. (Figure 10, page 52, and Table 27.)

Eleven other groups of Chinese families living in Pei-

s No. 16.
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ping and Shanghai used from 2.5 to 11 per cent of their
expenditure for clothes. The average total expenditure
of these groups ranged from $11.50 to $35.85 a month,
and, except for one group, it was regularly true that the
larger the monthly income, the larger the proportion spent
for clothes. (Table 15.)

This tendency for the proportion spent for clothing to
increase as the income increases does not follow Engel’s
original law—*“As the income of a family increases the
wnnnm_ammo for clothing remains approximately the same’ *
—but does agree with the trend found by later budget
studies made in several countries. In Sweden, the pro-
portion increased from 10.9 to 13.4 per cent; in Germany,
from 9.2 to 14.9 per cent; and for American working-
class families, from 13.2 to 20.4 per cent.’

The budgets of American professional and executive
families belonging to higher income groups seem to show,
on the other hand, a tendency of the proportion spent for
clothing to decrease as the income increases. It seems
probable, therefore, that up to a given point the propor-
tion spent for clothing increases as the income increases,
but that it then tends to decrease with further additions to
the family income. For a group of American college pro-
fessors, the critical point was about $3,000 gold a year.®
For another group of American families, it was appar-
ently between $3,000 and $5,000 gold per year.” Our
study does not include enough high income families to
make possible any accurate generalization concerning
Chinese families, but from the figures in hand it seems
probable that, at the present level of prices and incomes,

4 No. 14, 8 No. 37.
5 Nos. 26, 28, 43 quoted in No. 1. 7 No. 35.
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the proportionate expenditure for clothing begins to de-
crease when the family income is more than $2,500 silver
per year.

The percentages of all the Chinese income groups are
less than the clothing figures in the budgets of Western

countries given in Table 16, less than those for American -

workers given above, and less than most of the German
and Swedish groups. The figures clearly reflect the rela-
tively higher clothing requirements of Western families.
Even the 13 per cent of the budget spent for clothing by
Japanese salaried and wage-earning workers is larger than
the figure for any of the Chinese income groups. The
6 per cent of the Japanese primary poverty budget is vir-
tually the same as the figure for the Chinese $25 group.
In the study of Bombay working-class budgets, the pro-
portion spent for clothes remained virtually the same for
all the income groups. The average was 9.6 per cent.
This was almost the same as the average of the Chinese
$90 group. Middle-class families in Bombay used 10.4
per cent of their budget for clothing, or about the same
proportion as Chinese families receiving more than $100
a month. It is surprising to find the relative clothing
needs of a large part of the Peiping workers so much
less than those of workers in other Oriental countries.
The small amounts, and the low proportion d¢f the bud-
get, spent for clothes by the families with smaller incomes
shows clearly that they must economize on clothing in or-
der that they may use a larger proportion of the budget
for food and fuel. In the $5 group, the expenditure was
only 77 cents per person per year, and only 2.2 per cent
of the budget. In spite of the small expenditure, the field-
workers did not report any of our families as being in
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special need of clothing. However, we have known of
not a few cases where the members of a family have had
to face the winter without a padded suit apiece; and other
cases where there was not even enough summier clothing
to give every person in a family a full suit of clothes.
There is evidently some close relationship between the
percentages spent for clothing and for fuel, as a change
in one is usually accompanied by an inverse change in the

- other. The relationship is so close that the sum of the

two percentages is nearly the same for all the income
groups. For two-thirds of the income groups, it is be-
tween 15.3 and 17.4 per cent. The extremes are 12.5 and
19.8 per cent. For American working-class families, the
sum .of the two percentages apparently increases as the
family income increases, the percentage for clothing in-
creasing faster than the proportion spent for fuel de-
creases. .

There was a definite seasonal variation in the clothing

- expenditure. The monthly figures of six income groups
show that the largest expenditure was made in December.

There was another peak in April, and a less clearly de-
fined one in September and October, The spring and
autumn increases are evidently the extra expenditure reg-
ularly made in connection with the preparation for a
change of clothing. It is unusual to find the largest ex-
penditure for clothing in December, but it comes at that
time because of the Chinese celebration of New Year’s.
Everything must be new and clean for the New Year, all
business accounts must be settled, the house must be
cleaned and swept, and the clothing of the family must be
new and clean, Everyone who can, wears at least some
new clothes on New Year’s Day. Those who cannot have
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new clothes, wash and mend their old ones, so they will
be in the best possible condition for the New Year.
Naturally it takes considerable time to make new clothes,
or remake the old ones, especially when the padded suits
must be taken apart, the cloth and cotton washed, and the
cloth mended and patched before the suit is put together
again. The expenditure, therefore, is'made well in ad-
vance of New Year’s Day. It was five weeks from the end
of December to Chinese New Year. This seems a long
time ahead for most of the families to buy their new
clothes, or the cloth and cotton needed for mending their
old ones. It may be, however, that some of the expendi-
ture was made earlier than actually necessary, so that the
relatively large clothing expenditure would not be made
during the same month as the other expenditures for the
New Year celebration, The December expenditure was
approximately 160 per cent of the average monthly ex-
penditure. In April, it was some 130 per cent; and in
the autumn approximately .140 per cent of the monthly
average,

The months of minimum expenditure were February
and July. Chinese New Year came early in February in
1927, and any large expenditure for clothing was natu-
rally made before the festival. July was the hottest month
of the year. The February and July expenditures were
both only about 44 per cent of the monthly average.

It will be interesting to see how the shift of the New
Year festival to January first, which the government is
trying to introduce, will affect clothing expenditure. Un-
doubtedly it will tend to make January the month of mini-
mum expenditure, and may, if the customs now attached
to the lunar New Year can be shifted to the January-first
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ooum?.mmon, make November the month of maximum ex-
penditure. :

. The price of plain cotton cloth and clothing will give
some idea of what the families can buy with per capita ex-
penditures of $3 and $4 a year. The approximate original .
cost of the clothing worn by families with incomes of less
than $31 a month was: man’s unlined suit, coat and
trousers, $1.85; padded suit, $3.20; unlined gown, $2.40;
padded gown, $5; shoes, 70 cents a pair ; cotton socks, 25
cents; knitted socks, 30 cents a pair; bedding, mattress,
quilt and pillow, $6.20.®* For women, the prices would be
about the same, except that a woman’s unlined suit would
cost some 25 cents more than a man’s, Ordinarily women
do not wear long gowns, but suit coats of intermediate
length which require more cloth than men’s shirts. The
poorest grade of blue drilling averaged 5.4 cents, and the
better grades from 11 to 12 cents per Chinese foot, 0.32
meter. Coarse cotton for padding winter suits and bed-
ding cost 47 cents a catty, the finer grades 56.8 cents a
catty, and cotton thread 10.4 cents an ounce.”

An inventory, made in April 1927, of the property of
48 families, gave the average estimated value of the
clothing and bedding as $23.75 per family, or $5.65 per
capita, for the families with incomes between $11.85 and
$18.30 per month; $39 per family, $7.30 per capita, for
those with incomes from $18.30 to $25 per month; and
$12.80 per capita for those with incomes over $25 a
month.® If these figures are typical for the families in
our lower income groups, their per capita expenditure
for clothing would amount to some 45 per cent of the
present value of their clothing; 37 per cent of the pres-

8No. 39, . ®No. 1L ‘
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ent value of their clothing and bedding; and about
20 per cent of the original value of clothing and
bedding. Five years is a long time for a cotton garment
to wear, but it is surprising what can be done with patches,
and second-hand clothing can be bought very cheaply in
some of the markets,

We have not attempted any study of the detailed cloth-
ing expenditure. When the families are able to have new
clothes, they usually buy the cloth and make it up them-
selves. Even the majority of the cloth shoes are made at
home. Hats, garters, knitted socks, the black bands that
are tied around the bottoms of the trousers, some of the
shoes, are usually bought ready-made. Naturally these
articles are only a small part of the clothing budget. The
prices of second-hand clothing have not been investigated,
as they would not be significant,

If the families are grouped according to the amount of
income per food cost consumption unit, the average pro-
portion spent for clothes by the families in the different
groups shows virtually no tendency to increase until the
income is moré than $17.50 per unit per month. Then
there is a distinct rise from 6 per cent to over 10 per cent.
With a further increase in income, the proportion used
for clothing remained approximately the same, though
with some fluctuations, until the income was more than
$100 per unit per month, Then it dropped almost one-
half, to 5.3 per cent. (Table 14.)

VII
HOUSING AND RENT

THE typical Chinese-style house in Peiping is a series
of one-story rooms built around the four sides of a court-
yard, A family of moderate means usually occupies an.
entire courtyard. Well-to-do families use several court- .
yards, ordinarily located one behind the other. In such

a house, the servants’ quarters are ﬁmmm:% in the front

courtyard and the family’s living rooms in the one farth-.
est from the gateway opening on the street. Poorer fam-
ilies can afford only one or two rooms, so several families
live in the same courtyard. One court in the South City
is known in the district as the Eight Poor Family Court-
yard.

The better-class houses are usually built of grey brick
and are roofed with tile. A cheaper type of wall is made
of adobe brick faced with a mixture of earth and lime.
The roofs of the cheaper houses are made of an earth
and lime mixture, or sometimes simply of packed mud.
When these become old, they are apt to leak during the
summier rainy season.

Light and air for the rooms ordinarily come osq from
the courtyard, few houses having any windows in the
back walls. The upper two-thirds of the front wall is
usually wooden latticework, covered with white paper,
or white paper with a pane of glass set into the lower part

I21
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of the lattice. In some of the houses, the upper part of
the wooden lattice can be opened during the summer, but
in winter the cracks are all pasted over to keep out the
cold. Ventilation is then provided by an opening in the
paper about 12 x 18 inches in size. It is opened and closed
by rolling up or down a piece of paper that hangs over the
opening. A good deal of air also filters in around the
door, since most of the rooms, especially those in the
poorer houses, open directly on the courtyard, and or-
dinarily the doors are not closely fitted. In some three-
room houses there is only one outside door. It opens into
the middle room.

The floors of most Peiping houses are only a few inches
above the ground. In the better houses, they may be
raised some {wo or three feet. Most of the floors are of
dirt or tile. Wooden floors are found only in the more
expensive houses, and then wusually in only a few of the
rooms.

In many of the rooms, a large part of the floor space
is occupied by a E'ang, or raised platform some fifteen
inches high and six feet wide, which serves as a bed for
all the members of the family. Its length depends on the
size of the room. Tn many cases, it extends across the
entire room. Of necessity, much of the daytime life and
work is carried on upon the E'ang, as it occupies so large
a part of the floor space. The top of the k'ang usually is
covered with a reed mat. A flue ordinarily runs under-
neath it, so that it can be warmed in winter—a tremendous
help and comfort for people who must live through cold
winters with little fuel, at best.

Because of the difficulty of handling the additional de-
tail, working out standards, et cetera, we did not attempt
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any detailed study of the type and quality of the houses
occupied by our families. Occasional notes such as
“Third room too bad to use,” “Poor house so low rent,”
gave a rough idea of the condition of some of the houses.
We did determine, however, the approximate size of the
houses, and the amount of rent paid for them.

Families that owned their homes, or were given houses
rent-free, presented a problem. Taxes, insurance, et
cetera, are usually found in the budgets of families own-
ing their homes and, in part, take the place of rent. These
items were almost entirely missing from our budgets; the
families had no expenditure for rent, and repairs, upkeep
and taxes were minor items. Rather than upset the rent
figures by including a considerable number of no-rent
families, or by omitting those families from the rent cal-
culations, we have secured the families’ estimates of the
rent value of the rooms they occupied, and have put that
into their budget as the amount spent for rent. This en-
try on the expense side has been balanced by entering an
equal amount on the income side. With the rent value
entered in both the income and expense side of the ac-
counts, it is as though the family rented their home to
others and lived in similar rented quarters. Several fam-
ilies who owned houses were doing exactly this, except
that the rented rooms were not always the same as the
house they rented to others. _

The use of the rent value occasionally gives unusual
figures, especially where the families own, or have been
given, the use of houses with unusually large rent value.
This is particularly true in the $200 group where two
families owned 12-room houses, and one a house with 28
rooms. It was also true in the $150 group where one
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family was given the use of a ten-room foreign-style
house, and another family owned a 21-room house, Then
too, adding the rent value to the income often has put a
family in a higher income group than would otherwise be
the case. In spite of these complications, however, it has
seemed the best way of adjusting the family accounts so
that they all included expenditure for rent; and the best
method of giving an accurate picture of the housing situ-
ation of all the families.

Fifty-one families owned the houses in which they were
living at the beginning of the budget year. Nine more
owned property they might have occupied but, when the
study began, were living in rented houses, or in quarters
given them by their employers. Three of the nine moved
into their own houses during the year. The 60 house
owners are 21.2 per cent of the families studied. How
this compares with all of Peiping it is impossible to say,
as there are no available figures on home-owning for the
entire city. In some of the larger American cities from
23.4 to 38.9 per cent of the families own their own
homes.*

It was surprising to find that nine families with incomes
of less than $25 a month were property owners. This
was 8 per cent of the families in that income group. As
the family income increased, the proportion-owning prop-
erty naturally increased and increased rapidly. It was 18
per cent for the families with incomes between $25 and
$50 a month; 34 per cent for those whose incomes were
between $50 and $100 a month; 47 per cent for those re-
cetving more than $100 a month; and 64 per cent for
those whose income was more than $200 a month.

*U. 8. Census, 1920, for Chicago, Piitsburgh, Philadelphia and St. Louis.

) WORKING-CLASS FAMILY HOMES
Two of several opening onto a common courtyard.

covered, except for one small pane of glass.

The windows are paper-

The chimney standing near the door

is used for starting the coalball stove.

COURTYARD

CF A WELL-TO-DO
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There were 19 families who paid no rent during the
entire year, but did not own the houses in which they
lived. Two lived in houses given them free by their rela-
tives. Seventeen were given their houses by their em-
ployers as part of their salaries or wages. They were
watchmien, gate-keepers, workers in stores or factories,
school-teachers, preachers and others engaged in religious
work.

+ Twenty families paid no rent during part of the year;

~to seven of these, houses were given for part of the time
by their employers; to seven others, houses were loaned
by relatives or friends, for one or more months; six fam-
ilies lived part of the year in houses that they owned,
and part of the year in rented property.

Fourteen families reported that they rented larger
houses than they needed for their own use, and then en-
deavored to sublet the extra rooms. If all the extra rooms
could be rented, there was apparently a profit of 75 cents
to $1 per room per month. Three families made enough
in this way to give them their own rooms rent-free: three
others, enough to pay part of the rent for the rooms they
used. The other eight families were wunable to get
enough to pay the rent of the extra rooms. One family,
who had been using three rooms and paying $5.50 a
month rent, in May took over the other five rooms in the
house and paid a total rent of $17 a month. Their ven-
ture was a complete loss, as they were unable to sublet
any of the rooms. Finally in October they moved to a
six-room house, for which they paid $12 a month. An-
other family paid $30 a month for a twelve-room house.
They planned to use eight rooms and sublet four. The
four rooms-were rented for three months, but from April

A SUMMER COIFFURE A TIGER BABY

ENJOYING SUMMER A YOUNG ARISTOCRAT
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to September the family was unable to find any tenants.
Beginning in September, three rooms were rented for $7
a month. The total receipts for the year were only $43
or less than the cost of two rooms.

One hundred and ninety-three families—68 per cent of
the group—opaid rent for their houses during the entire
year,

Fifty-five families moved from one house to another
during the year. Seven families moved more than ornce,
and one family moved four times in twelve months. The
latter was a family of four, a couple, the husband’s sixty-
seven-year-old mother, and a fourteen-year-old son. From
December to April, they lived in a two-room rented house,
for which they paid $2 a month. In April, they moved
to a two-room house owned by a relative. For this they
paid no rent. In May, they moved to another relative’s
house; and, in June, to still another. In September, they
moved once more, this time to a two-room house for
which. they paid $1.57 a month. The family was helped
by relatives, as the man had lost his position with the
Kuo Min Chiin, the People’s Army, and was able to get
work for only three months. - His income for the year was
$49.30; his expenditure $354.70. Fortunately the family
had some savings from which they could meet most of
their budget. | ‘

If these figures are typical, Peiping families do an un-

r

usual amount of moving from one house to another, Al- ,

most one out of every five families, 19.5 per cent, a large
proportion, moved during the year, Americans are noted
for being a restless people, but they apparently move less
often than this group of Peiping families. According to
the records of the American Telephone and Telegraph
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Company, one out of every eight American families
moves during the year.

The poorer families, having little furniture and other
household equipment, can move without much trouble, and
one might expect that the difficulties of making regular

- rent payments, et cetera, would force them to move more

often than well-to-do families, but they were only aver-
age in this respect. The largest proportion of families
who moved was found among those with the larger in-
comes. Twenty per cent of the families with incomes of
less than $50 a month moved during the year; 26 per cent
of those with incomes of over $100 a month : and only 14
per cent of those receiving between $50 and $100 2 month.

. Of the larger income families, three moved during the
year from rented quarters to houses which they owned-—
one, because the head of the house had trouble with his

- step-mother; another, because the man had received a

fellowship, and his family went to live with his parents
while he was abroad; and the third, because the man left
an employer who had been giving him his house as part
of his salary. _

Ii the study had been made in 1929, we would un-
doubtedly have found a much larger proportion of fam-

- ilies who changed their living quarters during the year.

After the capital was moved to Nanking in 1928, a great
many people left the city, and Peiping suffered severe
economic depression. Rents came down, but it is re-
ported that many of the landlords refused to reduce the
rents for their old tenants. Naturally this meant that a
great many families moved in order to reduce their rent,
and moved several times as rents continued to decrease.
While some-houses were leased for long terms, and one
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family was paying about one-third the current rent value
on account of a long lease on the property, most of the
cheaper houses were rented by the month and could be
given up at any time.

Rents were still going up in 1927, for the accounts of
20 families showed that their rent was raised. Thirteen
of these families were renting only one room. Ten were
paying less than $1 a month rent, For eight of those ten,
the increase was 10 cents a month. The largest increase
was $2 a month. The rent for three rooms, occupied by

" a family in the $25 income group, was raised from $4 to
$6; and the rent of four rooms, occupied by a family in
the $40 group, was raised from $6 to $8. Other in-
creases ranged from 48 cents to $1.50. The largest pro-
portional increase was from 48 cents to $1, or 108 per
cent.,

Some landlords require tenants to pay more than one
month’s rent when they take possession of a house. Per-
sonal experience gave us the impression that ordinarily it
was three months’ rent. This would be regarded as pay-
ment for two months, the first and last of the rent con-
tract, plus a tip amounting to a month’s rent, for the land-
lord’s servants who were supposed to prepare the property
for the new occupant. The accounts show, however, that
the requirement of advance rent was far from universal.
Only 11 of the 55 families that moved from one house to
another reported the payment of any advance rent, or tip.
The first month these families were in their new houses,
they paid from 1.3 to 2.5 months’ rent. None of them
paid as much as three months’ rent. Only six of the
11 paid an amount equal to two or more months’ rent.
These were evidently paying the last month’s rent in ad-
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vance, Although it is not shown in the accounts, it seems
fairly safe to assume that the landlord gave ﬁ.?.w fractional
amounts to his servants as one of their perquisites, and to
pay for any work they had done in @aawmu.mﬂm the house
for the new tenant. | .

When asking a Chinese family how large their house
mm“.gm does not ask them how many rooms they have, but
how many chien. A chien is ordinarily the space _uﬂ_n.émm.n
two roof trusses. It is not'an absolute unit, but varies in
size from seven by eight, to nine by twelve feet. The av-
erage is probably about eight by eight, or nmmE“. by nine,
feet. A large room would count as several chien and a
small one sometimes as only one-half a chien, but for our
families the number of chien and the number of rooms
was probably so nearly the same that we have used the
terms interchangeably. .

One hundred and twenty-four families, 44 per cent,
were living in one room ; 53 in two rooms; and 34 in three
rooms. . ,

Only three of the 30 families with incomes of less than
$15 a month had more than one room, .mba none had
more than two. Of the 116 families with incomes of less
than $25 a month, only three had more than two rooms.
No family had four rooms until the income was more E.mz
$35 a month, and no family had five rooms ﬁ.aE the in-
come was over $60 a month. One family in iﬁ. $50
group was living in one room; and it was not cnﬂ_.&.ro
income was more than $60 a month that all ”&a families
had at least two rooms; and not until the income was
more than $100 a month that they all had .H.oE‘ rooms.

Six families had houses with ten or more chien. .Onm of
these was in the $60 group. The others all had incomes



130 HOW CHINESE FAMILIES LIVE

of more than $150 a month. The largest house was one
- of 28 chien, occupied by a family of 24 persons. Its rent
value was given as $96 a month.

The 283 families lived in a total of 808 chien, an aver-
age of 2.9 chien per family. For the different income
groups, the average gradually increased as the income in-
creased. It was less than two chien per family, for all the
groups with incomes of less than $35 a month. It was
over four chien per family, for the groups with incomes
of more than $60 a month ; over five chien for those with
more than $90 a month; and seven, or more, for those
with more than $150 a month. The averages for the
families with incomes between $175 and $200 a month,
and over $300 a month, were 7 and 7.3. These figures
were less than the averages for the $150 and the $200 in-
come groups, but the latter were raised to 10 and 10.4 by
two unusually large houses with 21 and 28 chien. (Table
28.)

Figure 18 shows how rapidly the average number of
rooms increased, as the family income rose from $25 to
$175 a month. Judging from the shape of the curve be-
yond that point, there seems to be a tendency in theé higher
income groups for the average number of rooms per
family to be about the same.

In four families, there were seven persons living in one
room ; and 37 families had five or more persons per room.
It is not difficult to imagine some of the complications
that must arise when five or more people of various ages
live in one small room. All these families had incomes
between $10 and $40 a month. The four families with
seven persons per room had incomes between $15 and
$25 a month. One hundred and twenty-one families, 43
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per cent, had less than two persons to a room; and 43
families had more rooms than people. For the 116 fam-
ilies with incomes of less than $25 a month, the average
number of persons per chien was 3.3. It was not until the
family income was more than $50 a month that all the
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Froure 18—Housing : Rooms per Family and Persons per Room.

families had less than three persons to a room; and more
than $90 a month, before they all had less than two per-
sons per chien. Although there were two families in the
$25 group with an average of less than one person per
chien, it was not until the income was over $40 per month
that any considerable proportion of the families had more
rooms than persons.
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From the averages for the different income groups, it
seems evident that in Peiping the average number of per-
sons per chien is over three, but less than four, for fam-
ilies with incomes of less than $25 a month ; between two
and three, for families with incomes between $25 and $40
a month ; and between one and two, for families whose in-
comes are between $40 and $100 a month. For families
receiving more than $100 a month, the average is slightly
less than one person per chien. Figure 18 shows how the
average decreased rapidly, as the family income rose from
$25 to $50 a month ; more slowly as it increased from $50
to $100; and very little as the income went beyond $100
a month. It is to be specially noted, however, that there
was a considerable increase in the average number of per-
sons per chien as the family income increased from $5 to
$25 a month. The averages for the four income groups
were 2.3, 3.2, 3.4 and 3.7. The average number of persons
per family increased from 3 to 4.7, but the average num-
ber of chien per family only from 1.1 to 1.3. The rent
of an extra room was such a considerable item that these
low-income families could not well undertake it without
a considerable increase in their income. Only 16 per
cent of the families with incomes of less than $25 a month
had more than one room. It will be recalled that Figure
4, page 21, showed there was a definite trend for the size
of the family to increase as the income increased ; also that
Figure 9, page 49, showed the average amount spent for
food to be less than $3.70 per cost consumption unit per
month until the family income was over $25 a month.
In the low-income families, so large a part of any increase
in income had to be used for food, that it was not possible
to relieve crowding by renting additional space. This
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same increase in the number of persons per room was
found by Dr. T’ao in his study of 48 Peiping families,
all of whom had incomes of less than $31 a month. The
average number of persons per room increased from 3.7
to 5 as the family income increased from less than $11.65
to more than $25 a month.? These averages are decidedly
higher than ours.  Furthermore, when the income of our
families was more than $25 a month, the number of per-
sons per chien began to decrease. Difference in sampling
seems to be the explanation of the differences in the av-
erages. .

The total rent bill for the year for the 283 families was
$22,195.30. This was an average of $78.85 per family
per year, or $6.55 per month. The annual rent paid by
any one family varied from $5.10 to $317. The rent
value of the houses owned, or occupied rent-free, ranged
from $9.50 to $1,152 per year. Twenty-two families paid
less than $12 a year, or $1 a month, for rent, while 25
families paid more than $100 a year. Thirty-two families
occupied houses with a rent value of more than $100 a
year.

The families with incomes of less than $10 a month
paid, on the average, $1.05 a month for rent. The aver-
age rent increased as the family income increased, but it
was less than $2 a month for all the income groups below
$25 a month. It was over $5 a month for all the groups
with incomes of more than $40; more than $10 a month
when the family income was over $80; and over $30 for
the families with incomes of more than $200 a month.
The average for the $150 group was $30.95. This was a
high average, as one family was given the use of a ten-

2 No. 39
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room foreign-style house with a rent value of $60 a
month ; and another family owned a 21-rcom house with
a rent value of $40 a month, For the $175 group, the
average was $23.55. It seems probable, therefore, that
ordinarily the average rent for families with incomes be-
tween $150 and $200 a month would be between $20 and
$30 a month. The figures for all the income groups are
given in Table 28. The steady increase in the average
expenditure for rent is graphically shown in Figure 3,
page 48, .

The rent, or rent value, per chien varied from a mini-
mum of 33 cents to a maximum of $7.30 per month. One
family paid $1 a month for a three-room house; another
lived in an eleven-room foreign-style house with a rent
value of $80 per month. The cost of building a foreign,
or Western, type of house is much more than that of a
Chinese-type house of the same size, and the rent is cor-
respondingly higher. For all the families, the average
rent per chien per month was $2.30, and the median $1.90.
Table 29 gives the distribution for the 283 families.
Twenty-nine families lived in houses that rented for less
than $1 per room per month, Nineteen of these were out-
‘side the city walls, eight were in the South City, and one
each in the East and West Cities. Only five of the 30
families living outside the city walls were paying more
than $1 per room per month. Four of those were living
in railroad, school or mission property. For many rea-
sons, rents are cheaper outside the city and the protection
of the city walls is not the least of these. When Chang
Tso-lin captured Peiping in the spring of 1926, there was
no looting inside the city, but this was not true of many
of the districts outside the walls. .

.

$5
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For 13 families the rent, or rent value, was more than
$3 per room. Six of these houses were rented, four were
owned, and three were furnished by employers. The two
houses with the highest rent value per room, $6 and $7.30,
were school property, were foreign style, and -were given
rent-free to the school officers, We were interested to

\
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Ficure 19—Housing : Rent per Room per Month.

find that one family with an income of over $300 a month
paid only $1.30 a room, while some families in the $30
income group paid $3 a room. One family in the $40
group paid $5 a month for a one-room house. This was
probably a large room, possibly nearly the equivalent of’
two chien, but counted as one chien since no beam showed
in the ceiling.

The average rent per room per month for the different
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come groups, the percentages ordinarily ranged from 8.3
to 13.1. The highest, 19.4 per cent, was the average for
the $150 group. This was unusually high, because the
six families in the group included one that was given the
use of a foreign-style house with a rent value of $60 a
month; and another owned a 21-room house with a rent
value of $40 a month. The next largest figure was 14.3
per cent, the average for the $60 group.

The minimum percentages for the families in each in-
come group ranged from 2.3 to 12, but were below 5 per
cent for more than half the groups. The lowest figure,
2.3 per cent, was in the $300 group. A contractor with
an income that averaged $325 a month was paying only
$6.50 a month for a five-room house, The two largest
minima, 12 and 10.3 per cent, were in the $150 and $175
groups. All but two of the nine budgets in these two -
income groups included some rent value for houses owned,
or used rent-free, .

The maximum percentages in each income group
ranged from 14.1 to 39.7, but three-quarters were over
20 per cent, and one-half between 20 and 25 per cent. For
only five scattered groups were they less than 20 per cent,
The highest maximum, 39.7, was for a 28-room house
with a rent value of $96 a month, owned by a family in
the $200 group. There was only one other account in
which rent was over 30 per cent of the budget. That was
the account of the school official in the $150 group, who
was given by the school the use of a house with a rent
value of $60 a month. _

From Figure 10, page 52, and the data in Table 28 it
seems apparent that families with incomes of less than
$35 a month spend, on the average, between 8.5 and. 10

income groups varied from 78 cents for the families with
incomes of less than $10 a month, to $4.45 for those re-
ceiving more than $300 a month. The averages all were
less than $1.50 a month for the groups with incomes of
less than $20 a month; less than $2 a month until the
family income was over $40 a month : and below $3 until
the income was more than $150 a month. (Figure 19
and Table 28.) - As the family income increased from less
than $10 to over $300 a month, or about 43 times, the
average number of rooms per family increased 5.6 times;
the rent per room 5.7 times; and the total rent per month
31 times,

In another study of Peiping families with incomes of
less than $31 a month, the average rent per family and per
room was found to decrease as the income increased.?
~ Just the reverse was true for our low-income families.

A rough estimate of the increase in rents during a
period of eight years is given by comparing the figures
of our study with those of studies made in 1918-1919.1
Eighty-one per cent of a group of 37 families, living out-
side the Chi Hua Men, then paid less than 75 cents a room
per month. Ninety-seven per cent of a group of families
living near the Tung Ssu P’ailow, and 88 per cent of a
group living near Teng Shih K’ou, paid less than $2 a
room. Of the families included in our study, 51 per cent
paid less than $2 a room, and 90.5 per cent paid less than
$3 a room. While we cannot exactly compare localities, -
family income, et cetera, it seems evident that rents in-
creased some 50 per cent from 1918 to 1926,

In our study the average rent of $6.55 a month was
10.6 per cent of the average budget. For the different in-

$ No. 35, 1 No. 17.




138 HOW CHINESE FAMILIES LIVE

per cent of their budget for rent, while those with incomes
of more than $35 spend between 10 and 13 per cent for
rent., It must be noted, however, that the average is 12.4
per cent for the families with incomes of less than $10 a
month, and only 9.4 per cent for those with more than
$300 a month. :

From these figures it seems evident that, in the higher
income groups, the proportion spent for rent does not
tend to increase as the income increases, the variations
from group to group being fluctuations rather than an
increase. There does seem to be, however, a small but
fairly definite decrease in the rent percentage when the
income goes below $35 a month. The only explanation
we can find is that this may be due to the large proportion
of the budget spent for food and fuel by the low-income
families. The figure for the $5 group is large because,
while a rent of 78 cents per chien, or $1.04 per family,
is close to the minimum, it still is a large proportion of a
small income. _

Since the percentages for the different income groups
are so nearly the same (fluctuate up and down) and only
in the lower income groups show a tendency to increase as
the income increases, it seems evident that Engel's law,
which states that “As the income increases the percentage
of expenditure for rent remains approximately the
same,” ® holds fairly well for Peiping. Certainly as the
family income increases there is not the decrease in the
proportion spent for rent found by studies in Germany,
Sweden, France, Belgium, and among the American fam-
Emw with smaller incomes, nor the increase found among
American families with large incomes.®

5 No. 14. 8 Wos. 6, HW« 20, 21, 22, 23, 28, 33.
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A comparison of Peiping rent figures with those for
other countries (Table 16) shows that the Chinese figures
are more than the 7.2 to 8.7 per cent spent by workers’
families in Russia, India and Belgium; and about the
same as the 11.6 and 12.4 per cent for farm families in
the United States, for working families in Australia,
working and well-to-do families in Saxony, and “poor”
families in Japan. They are less than the 14.8 per cent
spent by middle-class families in Bombay, less than the
14.6 per cent spent by salaried Japanese families, and -
less than the 14.5 and 20 per cent used for rent by families
living in American cities. For dependent families in New
York, the figure is 32.3 per cent, but this includes heat
and upkeep. The Russian figures are low because of gov-
ernmenta) control of housing; and the Indian figures are
low, probably because the climate makes only a minimum
of housing necessary. The Belgian study was made in
1857 when conditions were undoubtedly very different
from those of today. , .

Other studies of Chinese budgets give the proportion
spent for rent as anywhere from 7.5 to 14 per cent of the
family expenditure. The figures for Peiping range from
7.5 to 11.6 per cent, and for Shanghai from 9.5 to 14 per
cent. (Table 15.) Other budget studies now being made
in-some of the port cities, where there is more modern in-
dustry and greater crowding, will probably show that,
under those conditions, a larger proportion of the family
budget is used for rent than is now the case in Peiping.

Several factors may be partly responsible for the simi-
larity of the rent percentages in the Peiping budgets. The
type of housing used by the different income groups tends
to be fairly similar, as present Chinese housing standards
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do not ordinarily include expensive types of construction,
steam-heat, running water, et cetera. Furthermore, as
the home is not often used as a place of entertainment,
there is no special urge for a family to attempt to gain
social prestige by spending an unusually large proportion
of its income for housing. The poorer families do not
have to pay a relatively high minimum, as Peiping is not
an industrial center and has not had the influx of popula-
tion responsible for greatly increased rent for cheaper
rooms in the port cities,

When the families are grouped according to the amount
of income per cost consumption unit per month, there is
a tendency for the proportion spent for rent first to in-
crease as the family income increases, and then, in the
higher income groups, to decrease with further increases
in income. When the income was less than $5 per month,
the proportion used for rent was 8.7 per cent. It was 11
per cent or more, for the groups receiving $10 to $35 per
unit per month. For those receiving over $35 a month,
except for one group, the proportion decreased until, for
the $50 group, it was 8.6 per cent, virtually the same as
for the less than $5 group. -For the group with more than
$100 a month, it was 6.2 per cent. The figure for the $45
group, 21.4 per cent, was distinctly different from that of
any other group. The next largest was 12.8 in the $12.50
to $14.99 group. Two of the three families in the $45
group were given, as part of their salary, the use of for-
eign-style houses with high rent value. The third family
owned the 21-room house they were occupying., For that
family, the rent value of the house was 15 per cent of the
budget. (Table 14.)

VIII
HEAT, LIGHT AND WATER

-Hear and light are regularly grouped together in bud-
get studies made in other countries, but few of them make .
any mention of the expenditure for water. For these
Chinese families it sometimes amounts to as much as 1
per cent of the budget, and therefore has been one of the
items included in our study. Rather naturally, it has been

~ grouped with the expenditure for heat and light.

In some studies the term “fuel” has been used to denote
the expenditure for cooking, and “heat” the amount spent
for heating the house. Here the terms are used inter-

: changeably. For many Chinese families one stove serves

for both cooking and heating, and even when an extra
stove is used for heating, the same fuel is used for both.
Therefore, it has been impossible to make any division in
the expenditure for fuel.

The expenditure for heat, light and water totaled
$14,442.40. Seventy-one per cent of this amount was
spent for fuel, 20 per cent for light, and 9 per cent for
water. The average expenditure per family per year was
$51.05, or 7.5 per cent of the average budget. For the
$5 income group, the average expenditure was only $16.35
for the entire year. This included 80 cents for water, $2.05
for kerosene, and $13.50 for fuel—coal, coalballs, char-
coal and wood—or only $1.15 per month for both cooking

141
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and heating. The averages for other income groups were
$32.60 for the $25 group; $49.10 for the $50 group;
$92.40 for the $100 group; and $204 for the $300 group.
The latter amount included $15.15 for water, $131.60 for
fuel, and a total of $57.15 for light—$49.95 for elec-
tricity and $7.20 for kerosene. (Figure 8, page 48, and
Table 30.) Except for the $175 group, the increase in
the income-group averages was continuous. The average
for the $150 group was $158.35, but for the $175 group
it was only $91.55. The accounts show that the three
families in the latter group economized in food and rent,
as well as fuel and light, and used the money for education
and savings. _ .
Comparing the figures for the $5 and the $300 income
groups, it will be noted that, whereas the income increased
some 40 times, the expenditure for heat, light anid water
increased only 12 times. It seems evident therefore that
Engel’s Law, which states that “With all the incomes jg-
vestigated the per cent of expenditure for fuel and light
remains approximately the same,”* does not hold for
Peiping families as a whole. The average proportion
spent for heat, light and water decreased from 16.1 per
cent to 4.5 per cent, as the family income increased from
less than $10 to over $300 a month. It was 11 per cent
for the $10 group; 10.1 per cent for the $25 group; and
9.2 per cent for the $35 group. Engel's Law may possibly
apply to the families with incomes between $40 and $175
a month, for there was little change in the averages of the
income groups within those limits. They fluctuated be-
tween 6.8 and 8.2 per cent. There was a sharp drop,
however, when the income went over $175 a month. The
1 No. 14.
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average was only 4.1 per cent for the $175 group, or just
half that of the $150 group. (Figure 10, page 52.)

The figures secured by Dr. T"a0’s study of Peiping bud-
gets are very similar to those for our smaller income
groups, They were 15.1 per cent for the families with
less than $11.65 a month, or $140 a year, and declined to
9.1 per cent for the families receiving between $25 and
$31.65 a month.? _

In Germany, Sweden, and the United States, the pro-
portion spent for heat and light has also been found to
decrease as the family income increased. In Germany,
the decrease was from 6.2 to 3.1 per cent and in Sweden
from 5 to 4.4 per cent. In the United States, it was from
6.8 to 4.1 per cent when the average family income in-
creased from less than $900 to over $2,500; and from
3.3 to 1.8 per cent when the income rose from $5,000 to
$50,000 a year.?

The percentages spent for heat and light in various
countries, as shown in Table 16, vary from 3.3 to 7.4.
For the Peiping families, the figures are larger than all of

- these until the family income is over $40 a month. Only

when the family income is over $175 a month do the
Peiping figures approach the 4.8 per cent of the Japanese
salaried and wage-earning groups.

Other budget studies in China report the families as
spending anywhere from 7 to 13.5 per cent of their in-'
come for fuel and light. (Table 15.) 1In Shanghai,
where little heat is required, the figure was 10 per cent
when the total average expenditure was $180; and 7 per
cent when it was $420 a year. A group of home workers
in Peiping, spending an average of $13.75 a2 month, used

2 No. 39. * Nos. 26, 28, 33, 43.
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13.5 per cent for heat, light and water, s&__m a group of
skilled workers with an average budget of wmm a month
used 7.5 per cent,

It has been interesting to note in this mﬁm&N that as the

proportion used for heat, light and water has decreased,
the proportion spent for clothes has increased; and that
the changes in the two proportions are nearly equal in
amount, although opposite in direction. If the two per-
centages are added together, the totals for two-thirds of
the income groups lie between 15.3 and 17.4 per cent. The
extremes are 12.5 and 19.8 per cent. With virtually ail
the Chinese families keeping their houses at low tempera-
tures during the winter, the amount spent for clothing
is a real factor in meeting the heating problem. The same
seems to be true for Japanese families. The proportion
they use for heat is low, averaging only 4.8 per cent, but,
if the heat and clothing percentages of each income group
are added together, the sums are very nearly the same. As
most of them are between 17.2 and 189 per cent, they
are only slightly larger than the corresponding P.W.E.nm
for our Chinese families.*

The maximum amount spent for heat, light and water
per month by the families in the different income groups
increased regularly as the income increased. It was $1.75
for the $5 group; $2.60 for the $10 group; $6.40 for the
$40 group; $10.75 for the $90 group; $16.70 for the
$200 group; and $27.50 for the $300 group.

The minimum expenditure per month was $1.10 for
the $5 group, but it was less than 90 cents for the next
four groups. For the $10 group, it was only 14 cents,
This was for the purchase of kerosene only, as the family
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carried the water and gleaned the fuel. Below $70 a
month, the minima were all less than $2.10. Over $125,
they were all over $6.75. For Hrm $300 group, the mini-
mum was $9.70 a2 month.

The maximum per cent spent for heat, light and water
was 21.7 per cent. This was for a family in the $5 group.
For the $10 group, the maximum was 18.5 per cent; and
for the $15 group, it was 18 per cent. . Fourteen families
spent more than 15 per cent of their budget for heat, light
and water. All of these had incomes of less than $25 a
month. For all but 25 of the 116 families with incomes
of less than $25 a month, the proportion was more than
10 per cent. The maximum percentages of the income
groups between $50 and $125 a month ranged from 10.1

- to 12.8 per cent, but for only eight of the 69 families were

the figures over 10 per cent. The income groups over
$125 a month all had maxima of less than 10 per cent.
For the $200 group, the maximum was 6.8 per cent. For
the $300 group, it was 6.5 per cent.

The minimum percentages for the different income
groups ranged from 1.3 to 5.7 per cent, except for the
$5 group. There it'was 11 per cent. Twenty-seven
families spent less than 5 per cent of their budget for heat,
light and water, but 18 of these had incomes of more
than $50 a month. TFive had incomes of less than $25 a
month, ' For two of these the only expenditure was for
kerosene. Three of the five reported that they gleaned
all of their fuel supply. The other two found part of
what they used.

The average expenditure per room for heat, light and
water shows a tendency to stay about the same as the
family income increases. For a majority of the income
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groups, the average was between $14.50 and $17.80 per
year, The minimum, $12.60, was the average for the
$5 group; the maximum $27.80, the average for the $300
group. There were five income groups with averages of
more than $20 per room. Four of these were the groups
with incomes between $15 and $35 a month, Their high
averages may be accounted for in part by the fact that the
average number of rooms per family is less than two for
all the groups below $35 a month.
 The average expenditure per person increased fairly
regularly. It was $5.05 for the $10 group; $10.40 for
the $40 group; $15.90 for the $100 group; $17.50 for the
$200 group ; and $24.85 for the $300 group. (Table 30.)
When the families are grouped according to the ameunt
of income per cost consumption unit, rather than the
amount per family, the proportion spent for heat, light,
and water shows a regular and steady decrease from 11.6
per cent for the group receiving $5 to $9.99 per month,
to 4.1 per cent for the group with more than $60 per unit
per month., (Table 14.)

FuEn

Peiping is fortunate in having coal available in the
Western Hills some 15 miles from the city walls, near

enough to be brought in on camelback, as well as by train. -

Large amounts are also shipped by railroad from the
Kailan and other mines in Hopei and Liaoning. Coal
also comes from Shansi when the railroads are able to
transport it.

Lump coal was used to some extent by 220 families.
The average expenditure for the year, however, was only
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$3.30 for the families in'the $60 group, and less than that
for the families with smaller incomes. As the family in-
come increased beyond $70 a month, the average amount
spent for coal increased rapidly. For the families using
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coal, the average was $11.60 for the $90 group; $37.90.

for the $150 group; and $71.80 for the $300 group.

(Figure 20 and Table 31.) The price of the medium-

sized coal averaged some $8.70 per 1,000 catties, or $13

a ton,® the price naturally varying with the size and qual-

ity of the coal. At this price, the average amount per -
51931—$10.50 a ton. :
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family per year was less than 500 pounds for all the in-
come groups below $70 a month. For the $10 group, the
average was only 250 pounds for the families that used
any coal, and 125 pounds for the entire group. Not until
the family income was over $80 a month, did the families
use an average of 1,000 pounds of coal a year; and not
until the incotme was over $90 a month, did they use over
1,000 catties, 1,333 pounds, a year. (Table 32.) The
$150 group purchased an average of 3,620 catties, 2.4
tons ; the $300 group 6,600 catties, or approximately 4.4
tons.

Because of the small amounts of coal used in the lower
income groups, it seems evident that few, if any, families
with incomes less than $125 a month regularly used for-
eign-type coal stoves for heating throughout the winter,
even though this type of stove is made locally and sells
for a relatively low price. The families in the $300
group definitely used coal for a large part of their heat-
ing, as all their purchases of coal were made during the
winter months. Presumably they burned it in foreign-
type stoves. Other income groups purchased some coal
every month of the year.

A large part of the coal shipped to Peiping comes as
coal dust. The coal stores use this in making “coalballs,”
which are burned by most families living in Peiping. The
coal dust is mixed with water and a kind of yellow earth
found outside the city walls. This mixture is spread out
some two inches thick and then cut into cubes. These are
put, a few at a time, into large flat baskets which are tilted
back and forth until the cubes are rolled into balls. They
are then spread out to dry.

Coalball stoves are usually very simple, with a few grate
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bars near the bottom and a small opening in the flat top.-
Often they are made of baked clay, or metal lined with
clay. A five-gallon kerosene tin lined with clay is a popu-
lar type of stove with the poorer families. When the
coalballs are first ignited, there is considerable gas and
smoke, but when well heated they make a clear, hot fire,
are usually odorless, and give off little gas and no smoke.
Consequently many of the stoves are not connected with
any chimney, or flue. Many of them are small enough
to be easily portable, and ordinarily are carried out-of-
doors when a fresh fire must be made. When fresh fuel
is added, a long metal chimney is put on top of the stove
for a short time to furnish the necessary extra draft.
Food is cooked in a metal dish set over the small round
opening in the top of the stove. .

During the budget year, the price of coalballs averaged
$6.90 per 1,000 catties, or $10.35 a ton. The monthly
averages ranged from $7.07 in June to $6.32 in October.
In May 1928, six months after the close of our study, the
price was down to $5.60 per 1,000 catties. It was $6.10
in January, 1929, and this was the average for that year.®
In 1931 the price was $4.50 per 1,000 catties. In 1900
the average price was $5.08. Ten years later it was $4.97,
but then there was a steady decline until in 1917 it was
only $3.43 per 1,000 catties. By 1924 the price was again
up to $4.99." Extra taxes, the difficulties of the railroads,
the disturbed political conditions, all are reflected in the
high prices of 1927.

Before 1926, the prices are taken from the account
books of a single store. After 1927, they are based on
quotations secured from six different stores. Their prices

¢ No. 11. 7 No. 30.
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regularly showed considerable differences. The difference
between the highest and the lowest quotations averaged
40 cents per 1,000 catties for 1927, and 93 cents for
1929.%  This price spread may have been due to a dif-
ference in the quality of coal used, but more probably
was the result of mixing more or less earth with a given
amount of coal dust. In some stores, the price of coal
dust and coalballs was virtually the same. The profit
made by selling yellow earth at the price of coal dust evi-
dently covered the cost of making the coalballs.

All but three families reported the purchase of coal-
balls, These three secured their entire fuel supply by
sending the children to pick over the ash dumps for half-
burned fuel, or to the railroad yards to look for coal alo oy
the tracks. Fifteen families reported that they secured pas
of their fuel supply in this way. Ordinarily it was the
children who went out to pick up fuel, but in three families
it was the mother, and in one the seventy-year-old grand-
mother. The value of the fuel the families were able to
find has not been taken into account in our averages.

The average amount spent for coalballs per year was
$9.98 for the $5 group; $22.15 for the $30 group; $44.35
for the $90 group; and $66 for the $300 group. The
amount used per family varied from 1,450 catties, 1,930
pounds, for the $5 group, to 9,550 catties, 6.5 tons, for
the $300 group. It was 2,730 catties, 1.8 tons, for the
$25 group; and 4,030 catties, 2.7 tons, for the $50 group.
(Figure 20 and Tables 31 and 32.)

Coal and coalballs together totaled 1,600 catties, 1.1
tons, per family per year for the $5 group. This was less
than six pounds a day. The $25 group used almost twice

8 No. 11.
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as much. The $50 group used an average of 2.9 tons per
family; and the $300 group, 10.8 tons, For all the fam-
ilies with incomes of less than $25 a month, the average
“consumption was only eight pounds of coal and coalballs
per day. One wonders how a family can cook its food
and heat the house with this small amount of fuel.
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150
N IS
125 [N ~
) S il-o.-o o.! A-@ﬂ ey, |
%o, tzv i
100 tot \\\\vllli \\q‘ \ -ou» Ld
.’-llllll.l.l\y eag,, -S-ﬂmw.___m _ &
/ ﬁ nSalls, L]
75 .W/T..l\\
"Osens

50
25

0

Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr may Jun  Julb Aug  Sept. Oct. Now

Ficure 21—Heat, Light and Water: Monthly Consumption of
Coalballs, Kerosene, Water, (Monthly Average = 100.)

In Philadelphia, which is in the same latitude as Pei-
ping, the requirement of a fair standard of living for
working families is five tons of coal and 26,000 cubic feet
of gas per year. The standard for heating fixed by the
‘American Fuel Administration during the World War
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was one ton per room.” A study of family budgets in
Syracuse, New York, gave the fuel consumption per year
as 8.5 tons of coal and 25,000 cubic feet of gas®

In the lower income groups of our study, where finances
make it impossible to buy in large quantities, the monthly

expenditure for coalballs shows a regular seasonal varia- -

tion. In January, the coldest month of the year, the ex-
penditure was 30 per cent above, and in July, 20 per cent
below, the monthly average for the entire year. In
November, the expenditure was 5 per cent below, but
the consumption was some 7 per cent above the monthly
average hecause of the lower price of coalballs. The
month-by-month variation in the amount of coalballs pur-
chased by families in the $10, the $15 and the $20 groups
is shown in Figure 21.

The decline in the expenditure during the first half of
the year and the subsequent increase during the autumn,
was surprisingly continuous and regular. A change
naturally would be expected from January to April, and
from October to January, because of the change in
weather. On the other hand, as fuel purchased during the
months from April to October would not be used for
heating, but only for cooking, the decline from April to

July, and the increase from July to October, was not ex-

pected. The amount of food used was virtually the same.
The monthly expenditures for grain, flour, and condi-
ments were relatively constant during those months, and
the amounts for vegetables increased only slightly. There
was a large increase in the relatively small expenditures
for fruit in July, but most of the fruit would be eaten
raw. Possibly some families may have. tried to avoi
"No.2. B No. 42 _
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doing their own cooking during the hot weather, but the
accounts do not show that increased amounts of cooked
food were bought from the food shops, nor do the fam-
ilies seem to have eaten less food during the summer
months. Probably a good many families planned their
meals so they would use their stoves only once a day, and
ate cold food for their second meal. Some families also
may have reduced the amount of hot water used for
washing. .

The monthly figures for the higher income groups show
wide variations, as some families purchased fuel only
three or four times a year.

With the same fuel and the same stove used for cook-
ing and heating, it is difficult to get any estimate of the
amount of fuel used purely for heating. However, the
average expenditure for the six months from April to
September is probably a fair average of the monthly cost
of fuel for cooking. If that is taken as the cost of the
fuel used for cooking, and any fuel expenditure above
that is considered to be for heating, we find that in the
$10 group the extra amount for heating came to 14 per
cent of the fuel expenditure, or a total of $1.90 for the
year. This would purchase some 275 catties of coalballs,
or almost three pounds a day for the four cold months.
In the $15 group, the extra fuel for heating amounted to
only $1.65, 10 per cent of the expenditure for fuel, It
was 11 per cent, or $2.60, in the $20 group; and 10 per
cent, or $3.60, in the $50 group. Even the latter amount
would purchase only 520 catties of coalballs, just under
six pounds a day for the four cold months, or 11.5 pounds
a day for the two coldest months, The American stand-
ard for heating, a ton of coal a year per room, would
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give the $50 group 46 pounds a day for four months,
almost eight times as much as the Chinese average. From
November to February, the monthly mean temperature in
Peiping ranges from 189 to 37 degrees Fahrenheit.™
There is usually some zero weather during the winter.

Considering the fact that such a large part of the fuel
is used primarily for cooking, one would expect greater
similarity in the average amounts per person, than in the
amounts per chien. Just the opposite is true. As the
family income increased, the per capita consumption of
coal and coalballs increased from 480 catties for the $10
group, to 1,070 catties for the $50 group; 1,540 catties for
the $100 group; and 1,970 catties for the $300 group. The
amount per chien varied from 1,900 to 2,040 catties for
the groups between $15 and $35; and was 2,210 catties
for the $300 group. For all the other groups, it fluctuated
between 1,100 and 1,630 catties. The expenditure per
chien was between $16.20 and $17.70 for the groups be-
tween $15-and $35; and was $18.80 for the $300 group.
For the other income groups, the amount varied from
$9.20 to $13.45, with most of the averages between $10.30
and $12.45, The fact that the average number of rooms
is less than two per family until the income is over $40
a month, possibly may account for the higher figures in
the lower income groups.

Charcoal was bought by 264 families. For the dif-
ferent income grotuips, the average expenditure per family
reporting the purchase of charcoal varied from $1.45 to
$4.85 per year, except for the $300 group. The average
for that group was $10.05. The price of charcoal was
$3.23 per 100 catties, so for most of the income groups
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the average amount bought during the year varied from

80 to 100 catties. For only six groups was it over 100
catties.

Wood used as kindling appeared on the accounts of
252 families. The income group averages per family
reporting varied from 72 cents to $11.65 per year. For
only two groups, was the amount less than $1; and for
only four was it over $6 a year. The price of wood being
$1.30 per 100 catties, the lower income groups must have
kindled their fires with great care, or found and carried
home considerable amounts of wood. One investigator
stated that it required about one-half catty of wood to
light a coalball stove. Some families use charcoal, in
which case a smaller amount is needed.

LicHT

- The average expenditure for light for the year ranged
from $2.05 for the $5 group, to $60.25 for the $300
group. It took from 2.1 to 1.3 per cent of the family in-
come and, on the average, was only a little less than one-

- fifth of the combined expenditure for heat, light and

water. Kerosene was the chief source of light for the
poorer families, and was used to some extent by almost
all the families, Electricity was used by about one-third
of the larger income families. The cost of light per chien
ranged from $1.55 to $8.25 per year; but, except for the
highest and lowest income groups, the amount tended to .
be vaﬁémm:s $3.25 and $3.80 per chien. The use of elec-

tricity by the higher income groups did not seem to af-

fect this tendency. The annual per capita expenditure
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increased from 68 cents in the $5 group, to $5.35 in mﬁ
$150 group, and $7.35 in the $300 group.

Kerosene was used by all but 17 families, or 94 per
cent of the entire group. It was the sole source of arti-
ficial light for all the poorer families, and was used to
some extent by one-half of the families using electricity.
From December 1926 to November 1927, the retail price
averaged 10.9 cents per catty, or approximately 55.6 cents
a gallon. The average monthly prices per catty ranged
from 12.5 cents in May to 8.5 cents in October.”* In
Shanghai, the average retail price for 1927 was $2.64 per
tin, or approximately 53 cents a gallon. The price range
for the year was from $2.19 to $3.07 per tin.*® Catties
of kerosene can be converted to gallons by dividing by 5.1.
This latter figure is approximate, as the gallon is not
ordinarily used as the unit in packing kerosene for ex-
port. The tin generally called five gallons is packed 34
pounds, 25.5 catties, to the tin.

Most of the kerosene is retailed in small amounts that
sell for a few coppers apiece. Not a few families carry
their lamps to the oil store to be filled. Others take home
the day’s supply of oil in small bottles. For only 33 fam-
ilies was the monthly expenditure for kerosene large
enough to make possible the purchase of five-gallon tins,
and from the accounts it seems evident that many of
those families bought in smaller amounts at least part om
the time.

The total expenditure for kerosene by the 263 families
was $1,716.30. At the average price for the year, this
would purchase 3,090 gallons, or an average of 11.8 gal-
lons per family. The average G%mm%ﬂb.o was os@ $2.05
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MAKING COALBAILLS

A mixture of coal dust and yellow earth, cubed, rolled into balls in a swinging
basket, and dried, is used for fuel by almost every family in Peiping.

COALBALL STOVES

Often made from clay, or clay-lined kerosene tins; these are made from old
cough-cure advertisements,
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a year, or a little more than one-half a cent a day for the
families with incomes of less than $10 2 month. Up to
and including the $80 group, the average increased fairly
steadily. For the families using kerosene, it was $4.90
for the $20 group; $8.95 for the $60 group; and $10.25
for the $80 group. This last was an average of a little less
than 3 cents a day. In the higher income groups, the av-
erage fluctuated widely because many of the families used
kerosene for only part of their lighting. For those using
kerosene, the average was $17.65 for the $90 group;
$5.43 for the $175 group; $15.65 for the $200 group;
and $9.35 for the $300 group.

The average amount used by the families in the $5
group was 3.7 gallons per year, or about one and one-
third fluid ounces a day. For the $20 group, the average
was O gallons, and for the $25 group, 11.5 gallons, per
family per year. For the 116 families with incomes of
less than $25 a month, the average was 7 gallons. For
most of the higher income groups, the average amount
varied between 10 and 15 gallons. The maximum was
28.2 gallons, This was the average for the $90 group.
It was unusually large because one family spent $38.80,
or enough to purchase 70 gallons, Except for this family,
the average for the group was a little less than 15 gallons.
(Table 32.) ‘

The monthly figures show a regular seasonal variation.
In December the expenditure of the $10, the $15, and the
$20 groups was some 31 per cent above, and in July it
was 23 per cent below, the monthly average. In October,
however, the expenditure was some 5 per cent above, and -

- in November it was 2 per cent below, the monthly average.
One would ordinarily expect a higher figure for Novem-

ROADSIDE WELL

WATER WHEELBARROW

Water for most Peiping homes is distributed i
. in wheelbarrows f

although water under pressure is available from the mains of ﬁﬁmﬂmhmm__uw
Water Company.
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August, and 15.8 cents in September.* This increase of
70 per cent in five months was due largely to the decline
in the gold value of silver.

Electric current is available throughout a large part of
Peiping, and all the principal thoroughfares are electrically
lighted. For residential use, the ordinary charge is 24
cents a kilowatt hour. Forty-eight families reported some
expenditure for electricity, but an examination of the ac-
counts shows that 16 of these can hardly be considered
regular users of electricity. All 16 reported expenditure
for less than four months, and for only a small total. For
some it was only 10, 20, or 30 cents. For only four of
the 16, was the total for the year over $2. If these 16 are
omitted, the number of regular users of electricity is 32.
This is 11 per cent of the entire group, and 32 per cent of
the families with incomes of more than $40 a month, The
first regular users are in the $40 group. Their average
-expenditure was $14.20 a year, or $1.20 a month. The
average was more than $2 a month for the families with
incomes of more than $60 a month. It was over $3 a
month only for the $300 group. Then it was $4.70 a
month. One family was charged $22 for a new meter,
another spent $35 for an electric lamp,

"The amount of current used was seven kilowatt hours
per month by the families in the $40 group; 12 by the
$80 group; 15 by the $200 group; and 20 by the $300
group. A group of American working-class families in
Peoria, Illinois, used an average of 24.9 kilowatt hours .
per month*® If a family needs, on the average, three
hours of artificial light per day, the $40 group would have

an average of two 40-watt bulbs to light a 2.6-chien
1 No, 11, *No. 43.

ber, but for this year at least it was below the average,
largely because of the drop in the price of kerosene. The
November price was 8.6 cents per catty. For the previ-
ous December it was 10.7 cents. Because of the changes
in the average monthly prices, the figures showing the
amount of kerosene consumed per month have an even
wider variation than the monthly expenditure. In July,
the price was 9.3 per cent higher than in December.
Coupled with the seasonal variation, this made the con-
sumption in December 87 per cent larger than in July.
In October, the expenditure was only a little more than
average, but, as the price for the month was only 8.5 cents
per catty, the consumption was 31 per cent above the
monthly average. The October price was the minimum
for the year. It was 20 per cent less than the average
price for the previous December, and 28 per cent below
the price for July. The month-by-month variation in
consumption is shown in Figure 21 and Table 33.

From the consumption figures for the different income
groups, it seems evident that when prices are stationary
or falling, the consumption of the lower income groups,
whose buying is done almost entirely on a day-by-day
basis, tends to follow a fairly regular seasonal cycle, with
the maximum in December and the minimum in July.
Any saving resulting from a decrease in the price of
kerosene is used for some other item in the budget. It
would be interesting to see what would be the effect of
rising rather than falling prices. Unless there was a very
large price increase, there probably would be little change
in the amount of kerosene consumed. Figures for 1930
would show the effect of a large and rapid increase, for
the price was 9.3 cents per catty in April, 14.7 cents in
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house; the $80 group a little over three lights for 4.8
chien; and the $300 group nearly six lights for a house
with 7.3 chien.

One hundred and twenty-eight families reported some
expenditure for candles, but usually only a small amount.
Even for the families purchasing candles, none of the in-
come groups had an average expenditure of $1 a year per
family., For half the groups, the average was less than
25 cents per family. These figures, however, do not in-
clude the candles purchased by 26 families for use in
connection with religious observances. They are included
as expenditure for religion. The Chinese terms for the
two kinds of candles are quite distinct.” The ordinary
candle is called yang la, or foreign candle, the other
kung lo, or offering candle.

Matches were entered on all but six of the accounts,
The amounts were naturally small. The average retail
price in Shanghai was 5.2 cents for a package of ten
boxes of safety matches.*® The Peiping price was proba-
bly only slightly higher. Fifty-seven families spent less
than 10 cents for matches during the year. Only 30 spent
more than 50 cents, and three more than $1. The average
per family was 12 cents for the $5 group; 28 cents for
the $25 group; 40 cents for the $60 group; and 70 cents
for the $200 group. This last was the largest of the in-
come group averages. Many families also probably
secured matches from the rag-pickers, who go from door
to door collecting rags and old cloth, and give in exchange
small boxes of matches.

¥ No. 2
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WATER

“Peiping’s running water runs around in carts,” is a
local saying, as the water supply of most families is
brought to their gates in large wooden wheelbarrows and
is then carried into the houses in buckets, Water under
pressure is available from the mains of the Peiping Water
Company in a large part of the city, but the cost of plumb-
ing puts it beyond the reach of the poorer families, The
distribution of water is evidently a monopoly firmly held
by the water carriers’ gild, most of whom were originally
natives of Shantung province. It is reported that the
gild has a membership of some 2,500 men. In many
cases, the privilege of supplying water to the people of a
given district is the property of one man. He can lease
or sell the privilege and even leave it to his children.*” One
of the families included in our study received $17 a month

-for the rent of a water district.

Most of the water is drawn from surface wells, though
some of the carriers get their supply from the hydrants
of the water company. The retail price of water was 1
cent for two bucketfuls, but many of the regular users
contracted for their supply on a monthly basis. The

amount delivered to some families paying 15 cents a

month was approximately 420 liters per month.*® For

many of our families, the price of water was fixed in

terms of copper, rather than silver. There were regular

monthly payments of 30, 50, 60, 70, 75, 90, 120, and 180

coppers. Other families, if they paid a regular monthly

minimum, must have purchased varying additional
 No. 17. 8 No, 39, ‘
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amounts, as there was considerable fluctuation in the
monthly totals.

The accounts of 29 families showed no expenditure for
water. Twenty of these were living outside the city
walls. They drew their water from the public well and
carried it themselves. For two families, water was in-
cluded in the rent; one owned a well; and one drew its
supply from water paid for by friends or relatives. All
but five of the families reporting no expenditure for
water were receiving less than $25 a month.

The average expenditure per family for the different
income groups increased regularly from 7 cents a month,
82 cents a year, to $1.30 a month, or $15.85 a year, Only
23 families reported the expenditure of $1 or more a
month. The maximum was $33 for the year. Some
months the expenditure of that family for water ran as
high as $4. From the figures in Table 31, it seems evident
that the average expenditure for water is less than $2.50
a year when the family income is less than $25 a month.
It is over $4 for families with more than $40 a month;
between $6 and $8 for the families whose incomes are
between $60 and $125 a month; and over $10 a year for
families with incomes of more than $125 a month.

For more than half the income groups, the expenditure
for water was between 7.1 and 9 per cent of the expendi-
ture for heat, light, and water, It varied from 1 per cent
to one-third of 1 per cent of the total family expenditure,
the proportion fluctuating somewhat, but generally de-
creasing as the family income increased.

The monthly averages of the different income. groups
show a slight seasonal variation in the expenditure for
water. . Virtually all are below the average for the first
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half of the year, and above the average for the second
half. The lowest averages are naturally found during the
“winter months, the highest in summer, but the monthly
figures ordinarily are not more than 15 per cent above, or
. below, the monthly average. The month-by-month varia-
. tion is shown in Figure 21 and Table 33.
The average expenditure per person increased from 27
. cents per year to $2 per year, as the family income in-
“creased from $5 to over $150 per month. The average
was less than $1 per person for all the income groups be-
low $40; and between $1.75 and $2 per year for the
groups with more than $125 a month. There is an evi-
dent tendency for the expenditure per room to be between

$1.50 and $2 per year.




IX
MISCELLANEQUS

“MiscELLANEOUS” is the fifth general heading ordi-
narily used in the classification of family expenditure. The
proportion of the income spent for the items included un-
der this heading is generally considered to be the measure
or index of the family standard of living. In this study,
it includes the wide variety of items that are not classed
as food, clothing, rent, heat and light. In some recent
studies, all the expenditures for house operation have been
separately classified, but we have followed the older
method and inchzded all but heat, light and water under
miscellaneous. For these Chinese families, the other ex-
penses for house operation would ordinarily be repre-
sented by the amount spent for service, house equipment,
and part of the expenditure for health.

Engel’s law states, “As the income increases in amount,
a constantly increasing percentage is expended for edu-
cation, health, recreation and so forth.”* This is regu-
larly true of the averages of our different income groups.
Figures 8 and 10 on pages 48 and 52, and Tables 10 and
12 show how rapidly and regularly the amount and pro-
portion spent for miscellaneous increased as the average
income increased. The families in the $5 group spent an
average of only 80 cents a month, 8.5 per cent of their
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income, for all miscellaneous items. The amount was
$4.20 a month, 19 per cent, for the $20 group; $13 a
month, 30 per cent, for the $40 group; $47 a month, 40
per cent, for the $100 group; and $215 a month, 55 per
cent, for the $300 group. The total amount spent for
miscellaneous during the year by the 283 families was
$73,641,

American working-class families spend from 17.2 to
30 per cent for miscellaneous, but for most of the groups
we have reviewed the figure is approximately 20 per cent.
In 1918, the National War Labor Board estimated that
in a minimum budget 20 per cent was required for sun-
dries ; and 30 per cent in one above the level of minimum
subsistence.? A bare-existence budget allots only 7.6 per
cent to miscellaneous, and a relief budget in New York
City only 12,3 per cent. (Table 16.) It seems generally

_to be considered that a family should spend at least 25

per cent of its income for its miscellaneous needs, if it
is to have a rational standard of spending.

On the basis of the American figures, between $20 and
$25 a month would give the Chinese families a minimum
standard, and $45-a month a standard well above the
minimum. Such comparisons, however, are uncertain
because of the difference in the standards of living in
the United States and China, and also because the Chinese
spend a much smaller proportion of income for clothing,
rent, and heat.

‘While the figures for miscellaneous ordinarily are used
in comparing the relativé standard of living of families
in any one country, and the relative standing of families
in the scale of living in different countries, it has been

2 No. 36.
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suggested that, in making comparisons with Chinese fam-
ilies, it might be better to use the proportion spent for
food. We have been interested to find that the figures for
either food or miscellaneous are usable, for while the
proportion spent for food ordinarily decreases and that
for, miscellaneous increases with an increase in the family
income, there seems to be a distinct tendency for the
changes to be equal in amount, though opposite in direc-

tion. For the Chinese families, the sum of the two per-’

centages, for food and miscellaneous, is between 70 and
75 for all but two of the income groups. For American
families, the sum is approximately 65 per cent for work-
ing-class families, and about 70 per cent for families with
larger incomes.

In other studies of Chinese working-class budgets, the
proportion spent for miscellaneous varies from 2.5 to 26
per cent, but is less than 10 per cent until the expenditure
is over $21 a month. (Table 15.) For our $10 group,
the figure was 12.3 per cent; and 19.2 per cent for our $20
group. Part of this difference is due to the fact that the
expenditure figures of the other studies do not take into
account any amounts that may have been saved but not
spent during the year, while our figures do include any
such surplus. In the $10 group, this surplus amounted to
6 per cent of the income. In the $20 group, it was 8.5
per cent. Even if our figures were adjusted for this dif-
ference, they would ordinarily still be larger than those
for miscellaneous in the studies we have mentioned. It
must be remembered, however, that in the other studies
the average family is usually considerably larger than in
our corresponding income groups. - This difference, with
the resulting need for a larger expenditure for food, will
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If the Peiping families are grouped according to the
amount of income per cost consumption unit, the propor-
tion spent for miscellaneous shows the usual increase as
the income increases. It was only 10.6 per cent for those
with less than $5 per unit per month; but was over 20
per cent for all the groups with more than $7.50 a month;
over 30 per cent for all with more than $20 a month;
over 50 per cent for the groups over $50; and averaged
69.4 for the families receiving more than $100 per cost
consumption unit per month. (Table 14.)

The changes in the proportions spent for food and mis-
cellaneous again were opposite in direction, but nearly the
same in amount. The sum of the two percentages shows
a definite tendency to be approximately the same for most
of the groups. For two-thirds, it was between wo and 76
per cent of the total budget.

The general miscellaneous expenditure has been 95%&
into ten sub-classifications: education, communication,
contributions, health, house equipment, service, recreation
and entertainment, religion, incidentals, and surplus and
investment in order to bring out the amounts and propor-
tions spent for the various items, to show how they
changed with a change in the family income, and to give
some of the detailed expenditure of individual families.

Epucartion

Newspapers, books, sa.wmum supplies, school tuition,
were included under the heading “Education.” Two hun-
dred and two families, 71 per cent of the entire group, re-
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ported expenditure for one or more of these items. Most

of the 81 families with no expenditure under this heading
had incomes of less than $40 a month. Forty-five per
cent of the families with incomes below $40 spent nothing
for education; but only 3.5 per cent of the families with
incomes of more than $40 a month, The average expen-
diture of the different income groups ranged from 1 cent
to $207.35 per year. It was less than $1.15 until the
family income was more than $35 a month ; and ordinarily
was not over $7 a year until the family income was more
than $70 a month. For the groups with incomes of more
than $125 a month, the average was generally over $100
a year. (Table 34.)

For the families reporting, the average expenditure
was less than 70 cents a year for the groups below $20
a month; and less than $2 for the income groups below
$35. Over $40 a month, the number reporting was so
nearly 100 per cent of the group that there was little dif-
ference in the average for the families reporting and for
the entire group.

The amount spent for education was less than one-half
of 1 per cent of the budget, for the income groups below
$35 a month; and between 1 and 2 per cent for the groups
between $35 and $100 a month. For four of the six
groups above $100 a month, the proportion varied from
3.4 to 5.5 per cent. For the $175 group, however, the
average was 9.5; while for the $125 group it was 10.3
per cent of the average family budget. The averages for
these two groups were large, as they included families
with children in college. (Table 35.)

No attempt was made to study the literacy of the fam-
ilies included in our survey, but the number that bought
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newspapers some time during the year is possibly a fair
index of the literacy of the older generation. The num-
ber was 134, or 47 per cent of the families. All of the
families with incomes over $100 a month bought news-
papers; more than three-quarters of the families with
incomes between $40 and $100 a month; but only one-
quarter of those with incomes of less than $40. For 20
families, the expenditure was less than 5 cents per year;
for 61, almost half the families reporting, the amount
was less than 5 cents a month; and for 73 families, it was
less than 10 cents a month. For only seven families was
it more than $1 a month; and only one family spent more
than $2 a month. It is evident, therefore, that few of the
.families could have been regular subscribers, Further-
more, the monthly figures show that few families bought
newspapers every month of the year.

The nhumber of children in school seems to be a good
indication of the literacy of the younger generation.
Sixty-two boys and 31 girls attended school some time
during the year. This was about one-quarter of the chil-
dren of school age. There were also 15 adults who were
studying. Eighty-two families, 30 per, cent, had one or
more members going to school. Six of these families
paid no tuition. For 14 families, the tuition was for an
adult member, rather than for a child. As with news-
papers, a sharp dividing line for school expenditure seems
to be drawn between the groups receiving more than $40
a month income, and those receiving less than that
amount. Below that amount, only 11 per cent of the
families paid anything for tuition; but more than 55 per
cent of the families receiving more than $40 a month paid
something for school fees. The amounts paid for tuition



170 HOW CHINESE FAMILIES LIVE

varied from 11 cents to $535.25. These amounts did not
include the expenditure for books and supplies, but did
include, for several families, the cost of board as well as
tuition., No attempt has been made to.distinguish be-
tween these two items, but the number of cost consump-
tion units in the family was adjusted to allow for the
absence of the children boarding with the school. Of the
families spending the largest amount for education, one
had 2 son in Soochow University; another had a son in
Cheeloo University in Tsinan; a third had two sons in
college, one in Cheeloo and one in Yenching University.
One family had an eighteen-year-old son and three
younger girls attending school. _

In Yenching University, the charge for tuition is $80.
Room and board for the academic year is approximately
$130, the amount varying somewhat with food prices and
with the type of room. In the elementary schools, the tui-
tion apparently amounted to 30 cents, 50 cents, $1, and
$1.50 a month, although the monthly accounts seemed to
show that many of the families, especially those in the
lower income groups, paid tuition only part of the year.
We did not discover whether this meant that the children
attended school only part of the year, or whether the fam-
ilies were paying a small tuition fee in several instalments.

COMMUNICATION

Communication expenses include ricksha, street-car
and raiiroad fares, the purchase and upkeep of bicycles,
operation of dutomobiles, rent of telephones, expenditure
for postage, telegrams, et cetera.

Two hundred and twenty-nine families, 81 per cent, .
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. spent some money for these items. The 54 families with

no expenditure under this heading all had incomes of less
than $30 a month. The average expenditure per family

_reporting was only 4 cents a year for the $5 group; and

45 cents for the $10 group. It was $4.80 for the $25
group; and more than $10 a year for all the groups with

“incomes of more than $60 a month. The amount in-

creased rapidly in the higher groups. The average was
$57 for the $175 group; $85 for the $200 group; and
$170 for the $300 group.

For all of the income groups below $25 a month, the
expenditure for communications was less than 1 per cent
of the family budget. It was between 1 and 2 per cent
for the groups between $25 and $90. The maximum was
5 per cent in the $100 group. For an American working-
class family, it is estimated that carfare alone takes from
2.3 to 3 per cent of the budget.®

Rickshas have been the most generally used form of
transportation in Peiping. According to the police report,
18,937 public rickshas, and 6,940 private rickshas, or a
total of 25,877, were licensed in June, 1925. In February,
1928, there were 24,232 in the city and 6,618 in the
adjoining suburbs. As a ricksha man pulls only one pas-
senger at a time, this form of travel is relatively expen-
sive, even though competition has reduced the fares to
the point where it is difficult for a man to earn enough to
pay the rent on his vehicle and provide for his own
support. In 1924, the average daily earnings of 1,000 rick-
sha men was approximately 38 cents a day. Fares ordina-
rily depend upon the distance traveled and generally there
is a customary rate between two points. The actual fare,

3Nos, 2 and 42,
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however, is settled by bargaining. The amount agreed
- upon naturally varies with the time of day, the weather,
and the number of rickshas about. When engaged on a
time basis, the fare ranged as high as 20 cents an hour,
or $1 a day. For full-time work, a private ricksha man
_mmﬁm:% was paid $12 a month, and was expected to buy

his own food. If he furnished the ricksha, his wage or- -

dinarily was $18 a month, the rent of a better-class ricksha
being 20 cents a day. The rent paid for their vehicles by
the ricksha men among our families varied from $2.20
to $6 per month. The average was $3.10 a month, or a
little over 10 cents a day., Three families employed full-
time ricksha men. A monthly tax of 40 coppers, or a lit-
tle more than 10 cents, was levied on each ricksha licensed
by the police. This tax was paid by the owner. In Au-
gust the police, aiming to improve the dress of the ricksha
men, required them to purchase uniform jackets, costing
60 cents apiece.

Street-cars are operated on most of the main streets of
the city. Being faster and cheaper than rickshas, they
are well patronized, especially by those traveling a con-
siderable distance. The cars are usually so crowded,
however, that many people prefer to use rickshas. In
1927, the crowding was greatly intensified by the fact
that the soldiers of Chang Tso-lin’s army rode free.

Six families reported the purchase of bicycles for
amounts ranging from $14 to $90. Four other families
spent small amounts for repairs and taxes. All bicycles
were required to carry license numbers and were supposed
to pay a monthly tax. The latter was regularly collected
for a time, but then was apparently allowed to lapse. The
amounts paid as taxes were 15 and 20 cents a month,
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Automobiles are not generally used by Peiping families;
with gasoline selling for $1 a gallon, their operation is
expensive. Only one of our families owned a machine.
That family had an income of more than $300 a month.
Its total expenditure for communication, including opera-
tion of the automobile and the use of a telephone, was
$445, or 8 per cent of the family budget. Eight dollars
was spent one month for the city automobile tax. Such
a tax is ordinarily a recurrent item, but it did not appear
again in the later months, When members of the family
were questioned about it, they said that it was propetly
omitted from the account as they had not paid it. They
had moved and had not notified the police that they had a
car at their new address. We wonder if the tax remained-
uncollected, as seemed to be the case with some of the
house and bicycle taxes.

Four families had telephones in their houses. A fifth
family spent a stnall amount one month for the use of a
telephone. The usual amount reported by the regular
users was $7 a month. In 1926, there was a large de-
mand for telephones, and subscribers could sell their lines
for considerable amounts. In some instances the premium
was over $100. This premium, however, had virtually
disappeared by the end of 1927, as political and economic
difficulties had forced a great many foreigners and
wealthy Chinese families to leave Peiping.

HrarTH

‘Health items include the amounts spent.for doctors,
medicine, hospital treatment, eye-glasses, toothbrushes,
tooth powder, tongue scrapers, soap, baths, insect powder,
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mosquito incense. All the families spent something for
health, and the average expenditure tended to increase reg-
ularly as the family income increased. The amounts
varied from $1.15 a year for the $5 group, to $36 for
~ the $100 group, and $95 for the $300 group. The latter
" amount was more than twice the average for the $200
group. For all but four of the income groups, the health
expenditure was between 1.1 and 2 per cent of the family
budget. The highest was 3.4 per cent for the $125 group.
The allowance for medicine and medical care in American
working-class budgets is 2.6 per cent of the tofal expen-
diture.*

It is evident that only a few of these Chinese families
had any medical service during the year, and paid little for
what they had. Even at a time of birth or death, the ex-
penditures were ordinarily small. One family in the $15
group paid a doctor $1 for an ordinary visit, and one in
the $35 group paid $1.50. A family in the $15 group
paid a midwife $2; one in the $20 group paid $1; one in
the $40 group, $4; and one in the $100 group, $15.

For the month that included the hospital care of a ma-
ternity case, the total health expenditure was $14, for a
family in the $80 group; $14.45, for one in the $100
group ; $6.50, for one in the $150 group; and $17.33, for
one in the $300 group. Another $300 family paid the
doctor $170 for a maternity case.

Families in the $10 group paid 56 cents and 99 cents
for the medicine used during the last illness of one of
their members. Other expenditures before a death were
$70 by a $100 family ; and $100—8$20 for the doctor and
$80 for medicine—by a family in the $125 group.

4 Nos. 2 and 42.
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Other relatively large monthly totals were $102 spent
for medicine and a doctor by a family in the $125 group;
$42.25 for hospital care given a member of a family in
the $200 group; $12.50 for a doctor and medicine for an -
$80 family; $14.15 for medicine for a family in the $25
group.

Usually the health expenditure ranged from a few cents
to a few dollars a month, for in only four income groups
was the average more than $3 per month.

Houserorn EQuipMENT

The expenditure for the many items of household
equipment-—there were over 110 items on the list bought
by 273 families~—averaged only 23 cents a year for the
families in the $5 group, and was less than 85 cents a
year for all the groups below $20 a month. The average
was less than $10 a year for all but two of the income
groups below $100 a month. For the $90 group, the
average was $9.65, but it was $39.75 for the $100 group,
and $42.50 for the $200 group. The average for the
$300 group was $150 per family, more than three times
the average for the $200 group, and two and one-half
times the average for the $175 group. (Table 34.)

For six of the income groups below $100 a month, the
amount spent for household equipmént was less than 1
per cent of the total budget. For the others, it ranged
from 1 to 2 per cent. For five of the six groups with
incomes over $100 a month, the average was more than
2 per cent of the family expenditure; for three groups,
it was over 3 per cent. The maximum was 3.7 per cent,
the average for the $150 group. (Table 35.)
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In an American minimum health and decency budget,
the expenditure allowed for household equipment is 2.3
per cent of the total budget.®

An inventory of family property made by Dr. T’ac
showed the average value of the furniture and other
household equipment of all his families to be $23.35, but
it was only $10.10 for those with incomes of less than $12
a month.® If our families had the same amount of fur-
nishings, the average expenditure of the $10 group, 82
cents a year, was & per cent of the value of their house-
hold equipment. In American budgets, 7 per cent is the
annual replacement allowance for household furnishings,
but the cost in 1921 of the items needed for a minimum
health and decency budget was $819.45 gold.”

SERVICE

Two hundred and forty-four families, 86 per cent, re-
ported some expenditure for service. This included the
amounts paid for full and part-time service, for the re-
moval of ashes and night-soil, and for looking after the
street lights. For many of the families, the only expendi-
ture was for these last three services. For some of the
low-income families, the payments for these services were
found to be irregular. In some groups, the maximum
was more than three times the minimum, When checked,
the omissions and variations were usually found to be cor-
rect. In some instances there was no payment because
there was no service. This was often true in the case of
the ash man during the summer months. Some families
paid a small amount one month, but brought up the aver-
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age by paying more the next. In other cases, where the
family paid only occasionally, the charge was for the ser-
vice rendered a court-yard, each family paying in turn.
Some families paid only at festival time, Occasionally
these services were paid for by the owner of the house
rather than by the tenant, so did not appear in the budget.

There were 224 families that reported some expendi-
ture for the ash cart; 173 for the night-soil carrier; and
181 for the street lights. For the ash cart, the average
amount per family reporting varied from 1 cent per year
in the $5 group, to $2.80 per year for the $175 group. It
was 15 cents or less for all the income groups below $30
a month; over $1 a year only when the income was over
$80. a month; and over $2 for only the three highest in-
come groups. (Table 36.) For night-soil removal, the
amounts ranged from 5 coppers 2 month, or 16 cents a
year, for the $10 group, to 85 coppers a month, $2.70 a
year, for the $300 group. The average was less than 5
cents a month until the income was over $50 a month;
and over $1 a year for only three income groups.

The amount paid for the street lights, which are pro-
vided and looked after by the local self-government asso-
ciations; was less than 5 coppers per family per month, 16
cents a year, for all the groups below $40-a month. It was
over 75 cents a year for only three groups. The maxi-
mum average was $2.20 a year for the $150 group.

The charge for these services was apparently graded
somewhat according to what the family could pay, but
from the amounts paid by different families in the same
income group, and the variation in the averages of the dif-
ferent income groups, evidently it was a rough grading.
For most of the families, the January payment was larger
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than for the other months, evidently some extra payment
for New Year’s.
There were 34 families that had one or more servants
~living with the household. Seven of these families had
two servants, and two families had four. Only 14 of the
47 servants were males. Three of these were ricksha men,
two were apprentices, and three were male relatives work-
ing for room and board. Under the Chinese family sys-
tem, those who are earning are responsible not only for
the support of the members of their own “small”
family-——wife, children, mother, and father—but also
are expected to help support members of the “large”
family who may be in need. In fact, those in need
may virtually demand assistance. Such a system helps
distribute the burden of unemployment in a situation
where, even under ordinary conditions, it is no easy
task to find work and men are likely to be idle for
long periods. Sometimes, however, the demands are
so numerous and so persistent that they put an undue bur-
den on the working members of the “large” family. We
have known of instances where men have given up posi-
ttons expecting that their relatives will support them;
others where a man has refused an increase in salary be-
cause the demands of the family, upon learning of the
added income, would be even more than the amount of the
increase. Instead of giving money to unemployed rela-
atives, some “small” families sometimes discharge their
duty by giving them room, board and occasional presents
in return for help around the house. In such cases, Eo%
do not pay any regular wage.

Five of the 34 families employing servants had incomes

of less than $90 a month. Two of the five had appren-
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*tices living with and helping the family; and one, a family

in the $25 group, had a girl student living with them and
doing part-time work for her room, board, and $1.50 a
month. One apprentice received no pay, the other was
given $45 at New Year’s and $30 at the Autumn Festival.

‘While only a few of the families receiving less than $90
a month had full-time help, 60 per cent of those with in-
comes of more than $90 a month had servants living with
the family. Many of the families in the higher income
groups, who were without full-time servants, had consid-
erable part-time help that came in occasionally, or even
regularly by the day. For several families, the expendi-
ture was more than enough to pay the wages of a full-time
servant, but ordinarily it was not equal to the amount a
servant would be paid if he provided his own food. Even
in the $200 group, some of the families did all their own
work. :

Servants living with Chinese families ordinarily are
given room and board, most of their clothes, and a small
monthly wage. In some cases, they have perquisites that
give them a little added income. Things discarded by the
family often can be sold for a few coppers, commissions
are often paid by the tradesmen bringing supplies to the
house. It was difficult to determine from the accounts
the amount of the servants’ money wage, as many were
paid only part of their wages each month, They left the
balance with their employers to be drawn at some future
date, often before Chinese New Year when money is
needed to settle outstanding accounts, and for the New
Year celebration. So far as we could discover, the wages
for women varied from $1.50 to $5 a month, with the
largest iumber receiving $2.50 and $3 a month. The av-
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erage was a little over $3 a month. A man’s wage in
Petping ordinarily was slightly more than a woman’s, but
the accounts are not clear as to the exact amount of the
difference. In two families, a man was paid $2 a month;

_in two others, a man and a woman were paid a total of $5
a month. One family in the $300 group paid four ser-
vants, two men and two women, $30 a month; while for
another family who employed a man and 2 woman ser-
vant, the expenditure for service was approximately $20
a month.

The average amount spent for service by the families
reporting was 50 cents or less a year, for the income
groups below $25 a month. It varied from $1.20 to $6.75
a year, for the groups between $25 and $90 a month. For
the $80 group, the average was only $3.50 a year; but for
the $90 group, it was $27.75. Two-thirds of the families
in that group had full-time servants. For the $200 group,
the average was $66.45 a year, but for the $300 group it
was $145 a year.

For only one of the income groups below $90 a month
was the expenditure for service more than 1 per cent of
the family budget. For the $15 group, it was only 0.1
per cent. Over $90 a month, the proportion varied from
1.2 to 2.8 per cent, but for only three groups was it more
than 2 per cent. (Table 35.)

‘The wide difference between the $80 and $90 groups,
in both the amount and the percéntage spent for service,
makes it seem evident that a Chinese family ordinarily
must have an income of at least $90 a month before it is
able to afford a full-time servant. In this connection it
must be remembered that, if a family employs a full-time
servant, the amount spent for service does not represent
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the total cost of keeping a servant. The expenditure for
his subsistence-——food, clothing, et cetera—would be re-
ported under those classifications, rather than under ser-
vice. For the $90 group, the total cost of keeping a
servant probably would be between 8 and 9 per cent of the
family income.

RECREATION AND ENTERTAINMENT

Wine, tobacco, snuff, toys, athletics, theatre tickets, pho-
tographs, presents, tips, gambling losses, feasts, were in-
cluded under this heading, which was one of the largest of
the miscellaneous expenditures. Some expenditure for
one or more of the items was reported by all but three
families. The average amount increased rapidly as the
family income increased. It was only $1.10 per family
per year for the $5 group; but it was $580 for the mm.oo
group. It was over $50 a year for all but one of the in-
come groups above $50; over $100 for all but one of the
groups above $90; and over $200 a year for all the groups
receiving over $150 a month. The total expenditure for
all the families was $15,031.20, only slightly less than the
amount spent for clothes, and more than the amount spent
for heat, light, and water.

- The expenditure for recreation and entertainment was
more than 3 per cent of the family budget for all but the
three lowest income groups ; more than 5 per cent for one-
half the income groups; and more than 9.5 per cent for

~ six of the seven groups with incomes over $90 a month.

The maximum was 12.4 per cent for the $300 group.
(Table 35.) :
Special feasts were classed as entertainment rather than
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food, inasmuch as they are usually given for people out-
side the family. If they had been included as part of the
expenditure for food, the amount, when averaged among
the families, would hardly have been large enough to make
any significant change in the average food expenditure
per family, or per cost consumption unit. The entire ex-
penditure for all kinds of entertainment and recreation
was only 40 cents a month for the $15 group, and $1 a
month for the $25 group. The amounts spent for birth-
day, wedding and funeral feasts ranged from $31.25 to
$325. The details of several of these occasions are given
in Chapter X, The amount spent for meat is always one
of the outstanding items in the feast account, From the
reports secured, it seems probable that the proportion
spent for meat increases as the amount spent for the feast
increases.

Tobacco in its various forms was purchased by 217
families, and wine by 215. The average amount spent for
tobacco per family reporting was only 3 cents per month
for the $5 group, 11 cents per month for the $10 group.
It was less than 45 cents per family per month for all the
income groups below $50 a month. Above that amount,
the monthly average varied from 48 cents to $2.50, but
was over $1 for only five income groups. (Table 36.)

Chinese wine ordinarily is made from kaoliang or rice,
and usually contains a high proportion of alcohol. In
August, the price of ordinary wine was 24 cents a catty.
At this price, the families in one-third of the income
groups purchased less than a pint of wine per month,

while in one-half of the groups the average was less than-

a quart a month, the expenditure being less than 30 cents
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" a month for one-half the income groups. The maximum

was only 95 cents per month.

It has been interesting to note the many occasions on
which the Chinese give gifts to friends and relatives. The
following were all mentioned in the accounts: New
Year’s, birthdays, betrothals, weddings ; when a three-day-
old baby was given its first bath, when the baby was a
month old ; moving from one house to ahother; funerals,
anniversary of death, reinterment. Some of the gifts
were paper or cloth scrolls, artificial flowers, fruit, cloth,
toys for the children, but a majority were gifts of money.
The expenses connected with any special occasion are us-
ually relatively large. Few families have any large sur-
plus on which they can draw, and borrowing money means
heavy interest charges. By giving money the Chinese
spread somewhat the burden of the expenses. In some of
the wedding and funeral accounts given in Chapter X, the
amount of the gifts received was even more than the total
expenditure. Most families keep a careful record of these
gifts, so that any return present may be commensurate
with the one received. Money given for a wedding or
birthday party ordinarily goes to the person giving the
party, rather than to the bride or the guest of honor,
though sometimes relatives and intimate friends give
them money or a present, in addition to the money given
for the feast.

Six families reported money won or, lost by gambling,
most of it at New Year’s time. Ordinarily the amounts
were small, $5 or less, but one family in the $35 group lost
$15, and one in the $10 group lost $20. The Jatter fam-
ily—a couple and two small children, the hushand a rick-
sha man—had an income of some $14 2 month. In spite
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of losing $20 at New Yeat’s, they were able to save $13
during the year. This they used to repay money they had
borrowed, and even made a loan to another family. One
family in the $200 group was given money by a group of
gamblers who came to the house for their games. During
a period of three monthis this amounted to $68.

CONTRIBUTIONS

The heading, “Contributions,” chuan hsiong, includes
money given to needy persons, gifts made to religious and
charitable organizations, and amounts sent to parents or
other relatives not members of the Peiping family group.
House taxes originally were entered under this heading,
as the Chinese families apparently consider them to be a
form of contribution; but they were shifted from contri-
butions to incidentals when the accounts were transcribed.

One hundred and thirty-nine families gave money to
persons outside the family, or to organizations, or sent

money to their relatives, Thirty-nine families reported .

sending money home. All had incomes of less than $100
a-month. For 22 of these families, the money sent to
relatives was the only contribution entry. One hundred
and seventeen families gave money to people or organiza-
tions outside the family, but the amounts were relatively
small. The money given to relatives amounted to 63.5
per cent of the total contribution expenditure ; and was 86
per cent of the total for the families with incomes of less
than $100 a month. The average total contributions, to
family and others, varied, for the families reporting, from
$4.10 for the $80 group and $4.55 for the $25 group,
to $42 for the $90 group, and $52.65 for the $60

-
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group, For all the families in the income groups the av-
erages ranged from $1.35 for the $80 group, to $34.85
for the $300 group, and $36.50 for the $70 group. For
only eight groups, however, was the average more than
$10 a year. For individual families, the amounts varied
from 1 cent to $150, but for only four families was the
amount over $100.

Contributions amounted to Hmmm than 1 per cent of the
average expenditure for one-half of the income groups.
For only three groups, was the amount more than 1.5
per cent of the budget. The maximum, the average for
the $70 group, was 4.1 per cent. There seems to be some
tendency for the proportion to decrease somewhat in the
higher income groups, but the tendency is slight, the
amounts involved are small, and the proportion could be
considerably changed by a slight difference in the expen-
diture of one or two families. For the families reporting,
the contribution expenditure averaged less than 3 per cent
of the family budget for all but five income groups. Those-
five groups all had incomes of less than $80 a month. The
maximum was 7 per cent for the $70 group. (Table 35.)

‘A study of the contributions other than those sent to
relatives, brings out some interesting figures. mmmwﬁ.%.
seven per cent of the 59 families with one or more Chris-
tian members, three of the four Mohammedan families,
and 28 per cent of all the other families, gave money to
needy persons, or to charitable or religious organizations.
The average contribution per family reporting was $12
for the families with Christian members; $7.40 for the
Mohammedan families; and $2.70 for the other families.
In comparing these averages, however, it must be remem-
bered that 47 per cent of the families with incomes of
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more than $70 a month, had some Christian members,
but only 12 per cent of the families receiving less than
that amount. For the families receiving more than $70
a month, the averages were $17.20 for those with one or
more Christian members; $22.15 for one Mohammedan
family ; and $10.70 for the other families reporting. Be-

low $70 a month, the averages for the families reporting -

were $7 for the Christian, 4 cents for the Mohammedan,
and 40 cents for the others, Only six families gave away
more than $25 a year. The maximum was $103.50,
given by a family with an income of $120 a month. In
this family, the wife was doing volunteer work for a
. Christian church.

Rericion

Incense, paper money, paper gods, special food eaten
at festival time, lanterns for the Feast of Lanterns on the
fifteenth of the First Moon, lotus lanterns for the Feast
of the Departed Spirits on the fifteenth of the Seventh
Moon, mugwort branches to be hung over the door on the
fifth of the Fifth Moon, pine and sesamum stalks to be
used at New Year’s time, are the principal items included
under the heading “Religion.” Two hundred and fifty-
seven families, 91 per cent, spent something for one or
- more of these items, but the amounts were small. The
total expenditure for all families was only $601. The
averages per family reporting varied from 13 cents a year
for the $5 group, to $7 a year for the $90 group. For
only eight of the income groups, was the average over $3
a year. For all the groups, the average was less than 1
per cent of the family budget; and for all but five, it was
less than 0.5 per cent.
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Although the expenditure for religion was less than 1
per cent of the family budget, it has been of interest to
make a detailed study of the expenditures, in order to de-
termine the amounts Chinese families spend for the dif-

ferent items connected with their religious- observances.

Incense, which costs 8 coppers, or 2 cents, per bundle
for the small sticks ordinarily used, and 24 coppers per
bundle for the large sticks, was purchased by 206 families.
In two-thirds of the income groups, the families used an
average of less than one bundle of small sticks a month,
For only two groups, ‘was the average expenditure over
$1 per year. The maximum, $2.05, was the average for
the $60 group. It was especially large there, as three fam-
ilies in that group spent more than $4 apiece during the
year, and one spent $6.35. The total amount spent for
incense by the 206 families was $128, (Table 37.)

Paper money, which is burned in conriection with many
religious services, was bought by 137 families. The total
expenditure was $85. The income group averages, per
family reporting, varied from 5 cents to $3.67 a year, but
for only five groups was the average over $1. One fam-
ily in the $70 group spent $11 for paper money for New
Year’s,

Paper gods—usually purchased for New Year’s and at
the time of the Autumn Festival, the fifteenth of the
Eighth Moon—and paper strips to be pasted on the sides
of the gate at New Year’s, were bought by 123 families.
The average expenditure was some 18 cents per family,
the total reported expenditure being $22. For only three
income groups, was the average, per family reporting,
more than 30 cents. The maximum was 75 cents.

.Candles for religious worship were bought by only 26
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families. For two-thirds of the families, the amount was
less than 10 cents. The largest amount, $2.95, was spent
by a family in the $40 group for candles for the New
Year’s celebration. One family reported the purchase of
special candles to be lighted before the Kitchen God on
the night of the twenty-third of the Twelfth Moon, the
night he is burned and sent to heaven to make his report
on the events of the year.

Nineteen families spent an average of 4 cents apiece for
sesamum stalks, and 15 families a total of 28 cents for pine
branches at New Year’s time. Nine families bought fire-
crackers for the New Year’s celebration. For two fam-
ilies, the amount was over $2. Five families spent from
8 to 10 coppers apiece for mugwort to hang over the
door on the fifth of the Fifth Moon. The cost of the
lotus lanterns set afloat in the moat on the fifteenth of
the Seventh Moon, was 2 cents apiece. One family spent
$4 for new clothes for the family gods. A

Some foods, such as fruit for sacrifice and the special
cakes eaten at festival time, seemed to be so closely con-
nected with the religious life of the Chinese that the
amounts spent for them have been put under religion,
rather than food. Fruit to be set before the gods as part
of the feasts offered them was the principal item. For
most of the income groups the amoint, per family re-
_porting, was between $1.10 and $3.25, but for the groups
below $30 it was less than 80 cents. For the $70 group,
the average was $10.70. After the fruit had been of-
fered to the gods, it was eaten by the families.

The special festival cakes are uien kao, made from glu-
tinous rice flour, dates, bean flour and sugar ; yuon hsigo,
round balls of rice flour with a filling of melon seeds, can-

FAMILY SHRINE
A few 'sticks of incense are hurned hefore it daily.

GATE GODS

Put up at Chinese New Year to ward off any evil influences that might
enter the gate,



BURNING INCENSE

PAPER MONEY

Usually burned as part of funeral and memorial services and often in connection
with religious service,
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died fruit, et cetera, eaten at New Year's time ; tsung-tzii,
balls of glutinous rice wrapped in leaves of reeds; cakes
with likenesses on them of the “five poisonous insects”—
viper, scorpion, centipede, toad and spider—used for the
fifth of the Fifth Moon; moon cakes, eaten at the time of
the Autumn Festival, the fifteenth of the Eighth Moon.
Only 63 families bought cakes, and only two families
bought them for all three festivals. It seems evident,
therefore, that most of the families make their own festi-
~val cakes. The reported expenditure for all the different
kinds of cakes averaged less than 25 ceuts per family, for
the income groups below $70 a month. The maximum
was $1.70 in the $175 group. This average was large, as
one family in that group spent $4.80 for moon cakes to
be offered to the god of the moon before they were eaten.

A special porridge, la-pa-chou, is eaten on the eighth
of the Twelith Moon to commemorate the day when the
Goddess of Mercy left her home for the Buddhist con-
vent. One family who gave us a complete list used over
20 ingredients—five different kinds of grain, beans, lily
and melon seeds, peanuts, chestnuts, walnuts, apricot,
peach and pine seeds, dates, green plums, sugar.

As all the members of only a few families were Chris-
tian, we were interested to see how many of the 59 fami-
lies with one or more Christian members bought incense,
paper money, festival cakes. Four families purchased in-
cense; two bought paper money; 31 purchased festival
cakes; and seven bought fruit for religious use. Nine-

one or more Christian members. Any money given to
the church was classed as-a contribution, rather than an
expenditure for religion.

teen of the 26 families who spent nothing for religion had
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INCIDENTALS

In almost every family budget there are some expendi-

tures which can be classified only as incidentals. For the

Chinese families, these were the amounts spent for jew-
elry, cosmetics, taxes, children’s allowances, pig’s blood
to be used for water-proofing, fortune-telling, interest on
loans, expenditures for weddings and funerals. All but
four families spent something for one or more of these
items. For individual families, the amounts varied from
6 cents to $418, but for the different income groups the
averages ranged from 75 cents to $147 a year. Below
$100 a month, only three of the averages were over $20
a year. Above $100 a month, only one was less than $70
a year. (Table 34.) Part of this increase resulted from
averaging among a few families the expenditure for a
wedding or a funeral, made by at least one family in each
of the higher income groups; but there were also other

relatively large expenditures. One family spent $20 for

a pair of earrings, another $62 for making hives for the
bees looked after by the man’s father,

The total expenditure for incidentals amounted to from
0.7 to 6.7 per cent of the expenditure of the different in-
come groups, but was between 2 and 3 per cent for more
than one-half the groups. It was less than 1 per cent for
only the $5 and $10 groups; and more than 3 per cent

for only five groups, all of which had incomes of more

than $70 a month. (Table 35.) Ordinarily “Inciden-
tals” was the third largest of the ten subdivisions of
“Miscellaneous,” being exceeded only by “Surplus and
Investment” and “Entertainment.”

In June, the police began collecting a house tax to pro-
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vide additional funds for the support of the local force.
The amount of the tax supposedly was based on the rent
value of the house, but in many cases it must have been

.rather arbitrarily assessed, for the accounts show a wide

divergence in the percentage of the rent value paid. Some
families paying $2 a month for rent were taxed only 5
cents; others, 10 and 15 cents 2 month. Some whose
rent was $1 a month paid a tax of 10 cents; other, 5 cents .
a month. One was charged only 10 coppers, 2.5 cents.
A 12-room house with a rent value of $36 a month was
taxed only 45 cents a month, while $1.20 a month was
collected from a family living in a four-room house with
a rent value of $8 a month. For the individual families,
the tax ranged from 1.2 to 15 per cent of the rent; for the
different income groups, from 2 to 8 per cent. The gen-
eral average was approximately 5 per cent. One hundred
and thirty-one families, 46 per cent, reported paying the
tax for one or more months.

Evidently there was considerable confusion as to the
time when the first tax payments should be made, by
whom the tax should be paid, and so forth. The collec-
tion of the house tax was begun in June, but only two of
our families reported paying it that month. Most of the
families began in July. Still others made their first pay-
ment in September. Some families who were renting
paid the tax one month, and then shifted it to the landlord.
Many renters paid no tax, others paid every month, Fif-
teen families who owned their homes did not report any
house tax. These apparently were cases where no tax was
collected, for the house tax was one of the items specially
checked with all families. Some of those who were given
their houses rent-free paid the house tax, others did not.
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Of two families given their houses by the same employer,
one paid the tax, the other did not. Only one-half the
families reporting paid every month from July to Novem-
ber, but a number of them paid several months’ taxes at
one time.

The amount of the tax varied from 2 cents to $3.30 a
month, but for 64 families, almost one-half of those re-
porting, it was only 5 or 10 cents a month. Five cents
was the minimum for the $35 group; 10 cents for the $80
group; 15 cents for the $200 group; and 30 cents for the
$300 group. The maximum for some of the lower groups
was only 10 cents. It was 50 cents or less for all the
groups below $50; and over $1 for all above $90. In sev-
eral cases the amount of the tax evidently was changed,
usually revised upward, reduced for only a few.

The police reported that, in the five months from June
to October they collected from the entire city a total of
approximately $220,000. In February 1928, the amount
collected was $54,854.67. The rates were raised in
March.?

In 1931, the houses were divided, for tax purposes, into
three classes—two-story, one-story with tiled roof, one-
story with flat roof. There were three grades in each
class. The amount of the tax levied on the various grades
ranged from 5 to 40 cents per chiesn per month. The rates
for the second and third grades of one class were regularly
the same as those of the first and second mu,mmmm of the
next lower class,

The tax paid on bicycles was 15 and 20 cents a month.
The ricksha tax was 40 coppers, 10 cents, a month. Ped-
dlers reported paying a tax of 13 to 16 cents a month. As

8 No, 10.
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' the ricksha and peddler taxes were business taxes, they

were not included in the family accounts.

The details of the expenditure for weddings, funerals,
engagements and birthdays, most of which were included
under incidentals, are given in Chapter X.

SURPLUS AND INVESTMENT

Most of the families made some capital expenditures,
lent money to others, repaid money they had borrowed,
invested in savings societies. Besides these capital items,
many of the accounts showed a surplus. Many also
showed capital itemns on the income side, amounts received
from money borrowed, loans returned, property sold, or
money drawn from savings societies or banks. Where
it was evident that capital income was used for capital
expenditure, the amounts, both income and expenditure,
were eliminated from the accounts. Capital transactions
appear in the accounts, therefore, only when capital was
drawn on for current expenditure, or current income was
sufficient to provide funds for investment. If the re-
ported income, both current and capital, was less than the
current expense, the difference was entered on the income
side as a deficit; but when current income was more than
the reported expenditure for both current and capital
items, the difference has been entered as surplus on the
expense side of the account, and treated in the same way
as any other expense item. Many budget studies do not
take account of this surplus, but it seems logical to include
the uninvested as well as the invested savings. The only
differénce between them is that one was spent for some
capital item, while the other was held as cash.at the end
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of the year. Furthermore, although every family, when

consulted about the surplus or deficit shown by its account, -

reported that it represented the approximate amount for
the year, some of the apparently unexpended surplus
probably was used for unreported expenditures. In the
tables, the invested and wuninvested surplus have been
combined. .
For 200 families, 71 per cent, current expenditure was
less than current income. The averages per family for

the different income groups ranged from $6.40 a year for .

the $5 group, to $1,135 a year for the $300 group. (Table
34.) The amount was over $50 a year for all the groups
with 'incomes of more than $30 a month; over $100 a
year for all the groups over $60; but over $300 for only
the three highest income groups. The increase was espe-
cially rapid in the $200 and $300 groups, the averages for
each being $400 more than that of the next lower income
group. The total surplus of the 200 families amounted
to $30,624.05. Of this amount, $9,419.45 was spent for
capital items, while $21,204.60 represented the unex-
pended surplus. One hundred and fifty-two families, 54
per cent, used some of their current income for capital
expenditure. Surplus appeared on 175 accounts, 64 per
cent.

As the average surplus for each income group is figured

on the basis of all the families in the group, and in all but

one of the income groups there were one or more families
with a deficit—families whose current expenditure was
more than their current income—the average surplus, per
family reporting, was higher than the amounts given
above. For the $10 group, it would be $14.30 instead of
$9.50; and for the $300 group, $2,270 instead of $1,135.
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In the $5, the $100, and the $125 groups the total deficit
was more than the total surplus.

For seven groups, the average surplus was less than 10
per cent of the budget. It was over 20 per cent for four
groups. The minimum was 5.4 per cent for the $5 group;

‘and the maximum 25.6 per cent for the $200 group.
(Table 35.) _

Considering the limited amounts of money in some of
the smaller budgets, it seems remarkable that more than
two-thirds of the accounts show a surplus, and that such a
relatively large proportion of the budget should be in-
cluded under this heading. This may be due in part to the
figures being incomplete, but in view of the checks kept
-on the accounts, the general uniformity of the figures, et
cetera, it seems evident that, for this particular year at
least, a large proportion of the families, with small as well

*as large incomes, were able to live within their income and

to save money. In all but one of the 12 income groups
receiving less than $90 a month, more than 60 per cent,
and in four groups over 80 per cent, of the accounts
showed a surplus over and above current expenditure. In
three of the seven groups above $20 a month, the pro-
portion was less than 50 per cent; and in two of these it
was less than 35 per cent. The size of the family income
does not seem greatly to affect the proportion of the fam-
ilies able to make some saving, except that in the higher
income groups, where the families would have more sav-
ings, they were more ready to use their capital to meet
some special need that could not be covered by current
income.

Forty-two families were members of one or more sav-
ings societies, to which they ordinarily made regular pay-
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ments, and from which they occasionally drew funds; six
families had Postal Savings accounts; some had ordinary
bank accounts; and several families deposited their excess
funds with various stores. It seems to be a more or less
regular custom for well established stores to accept funds
from a limited number of people, pay interest on the
amounts deposited, and, with various restrictions, allow
the funds to be withdrawn.

Savings societies provide a means of saving for the man
of small or moderate means who does not have access to
any banking facilities. They are popular in Peiping and,
so far as we can learn, have been used by the Chinese for
a long time. The individual societies, usually have only
a small membership and ordinarily are shortdived. A
typical society is a group of ten to twenty-five people, each
of whom agrees to make a monthly, quarterly, or other

régular payment to the society. The amounts vary from-

a few cents to several tens or more dollars, but are the

same for all the members of the society. The fund pro-

vided by each of these periodic payments is given in turn
to the different members. Ordinarily, when all the mem-
bers have had the fund once, the society is discontinued
or reorganized.

Usually the first one to receive the fund is the man
who gets the group together. By making the regular pay-
ments during the life of the society, he will repay the
amount he has received, but will have had the use of the
money interest free for his services in organizing and
running the society. Technically no one is charged inter-
est for the use of money from the society, but at.each
meeting the members who have not yet had the fund write
out bids stating the amount of discount they are willing
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to give if the fund is allotted to them at the next meeting.
The one offering the highest discount receives the fund.

The discount offered is sometimes high. The actual
amount depends on the number of bidders, the length of
time the loan has to run, the individual need for cash.
When cash is urgently needed for a wedding, a funeral,
to meet bills before Chinese New Year, the discount is
sometimes more than one-third of the fund. The dis-
count offered is divided equally among those who have
not had the fund, and ordinarily is deducted from the
amount of the payment regularly due at that time. Those
who have had the fund receive no benefit from later dis-
counts, but make the regular payments.

The great problem of such a society is to keep all the
members paying regularly, especially after they have once
had the fund. Many times those who have postponed tak-
ing the fund find that they have put money in, but are not
able to get any out. Even so, the popularity of the savings
societies shows that generally they are a help to the
people. . -

The payments to savings societies shown on the ac-
counts of our families were $1, $2, $5, $10, $35, $50 a
month. Some families belonged to several societies at the
same time. One family reported receiving $4.85 from a
savings society, others varying amounts up to $236.70.
When giving the figures for the family account, one
woman told our field workers that she belonged to a sav-
ings society and made regular payments, but that she was
keeping it a secret from her husband.

1



X
WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS

WEDDINGS and funerals are always outstanding events
in the social life of any Chinese family. ‘Often they are
equally important in its economic life,. The expenditure
for such occasions is usually large, and is apt to be a heavy
drain'on the family resources. In many cases, the house-
hold must go into debt to secure the necessary funds, The
debt must be repaid, and probably large interest payments
must be made, as well. As the prevailing interest rate in
Peiping is 18, 24 or more per cent per year, repaying debts
out of family surplus is likely to be a long process.

Many observers have commented on the large expendi-
tures of Chinese families for weddings and funerals. They

have recognized the fact that these occasions often are the .

cause of economic crisis for the household, vﬁ.?m% sel-
dom have given actual expenditures, or compared the

amount expended with the size of the income. The wed- -

dings and funerals among the families included in our
budget study made it possible to do this. As the families
were reporting their other expenditures, there was little
difficulty in securing complete accounts for these special
occasions. Wedding accounts were secured from ten
families, two for the families of brides, eight for the fam-
ilies of grooms. For one wedding, it was possible to
- secure figures from both the bride’s and the groom’s fam-
198
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iies. The accounts include also figures for 17 funerals,
one engagement party, and one birthday party.

In getting these records, we found that many families
keep accounts for special occasions, even if they do not
record their daily receipts and expenses. This probably
is due to the fact that, the members of the family being
occupied with other matters, the handling of the money
is usually delegated to some friend or relative, who nat-
urally must keep a complete and itemized account. Then,
too, many friends send presents which must be entered in
the special account-book, in order that, later on, when re-
turn presents are to be sent, the family may know how
much was given them. There is every reason, therefore,
to feel that the accounts are virtually complete. No spe-
cial study of wedding and funera! customs has been at-
tempted, except as they are brought out by the accounts.
We must leave to others the detailed description of the
many forms and ceremonies, their significance and sym-
bolistn.

The wedding expenses ranged from $61.10 to $853.75.
The least expensive was the wedding of the daughter of a

'ricksha man whose income was $17.75 a month ; the most

expensive, that of the son of a family with an income of
some $250 a month, and considerable surplus deposited in
the bank. In terms of family income, the wedding ex-
penses ranged from 1.5 to 9 times the average monthly in-

_come, but for one-half of them the expenditure was from

4 to 4.5 months” income. The feast to celebrate the en-
gagement of a son, together with gifts to the prospective
bride, cost one family $324.20, or 1 month’s income.
Funerals are often costly, but it is surprising how little
is w@.oa for some of them. The least expensive funeral
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among the families in our study cost only $1.82. This
sum paid for the coffin, the grave, the funeral permit,
carrying the coffin to the grave, and 4 cents’ worth of
paper money. It was for a two-year-old younger son of
a family of five. The family income was $14 a month.
The funeral, therefore, cost a little more than one-eighth

of the family’s monthly income. Four other funerals of

children less than three years old cost from $2 to $8.50,
or from one-eighth to one-seventh of a month’s income.
The funerals of older people naturally were more expen-
sive. The totals varied from $18.10 to $744.85. One
group of funerals, those of older children, a brother, and
a father, cost from 1.25 to 1.5 months’ income. None of
these included a funeral feast. Funerals for husbands,
wives, older brothers, mothers, cost their families from
$96.50 to $279, or 2.5, 3, 5, and 5.5 months’ income.
The most expensive funeral was unusual, in that the
expenditure was equivalent to 45 months’ income. It was
for a sixty-four-year-old widow who had been living
alone, supported by an income of $17 a month received
from the rent of property. She also owned the house in
which she lived. When she died, her relatives spent
$744.85 for her funeral. Most of this probably came
from her property. It is not clear whether or not it is
customary to use a large part of a widow’s property to
give her a specially fine funeral. Possibly an unusually
large amount was spent in this case, as the woman ap-
parently had no direct heirs. In families where property
has been divided among several brothers (fén chig), a
widow may inherit her husband’s share; but, it is re-
ported, it is almost impossible for her to sell any of it.
Apparently, other members of the husband’s family have
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sufficient residuary interest in property so divided to pre-
vent the widow from giving a clear title,

In a group of 1,000 ricksha men that we studied in
1924-25, there were 71 who said they had paid for funer-
als during the previous year. The amounts ranged from
$3 to $200, but only six were $70 or over. The median
and mode were both $30, the average $36. No attempt
was made to secure the details of the funeral expenses.
The reported income of the 1,000 ricksha men averaged
approximately 38 cents a day, or some $11.50 a month.
The cost of the average funeral, therefore, appears to be
about three times the monthly income. Probably it would
have been somewhat less if we had had a report of the

_entire family income, rather than that of the ricksha man

only; but, on the other hand, the monthly income is un-
doubtedly high as it is figured on the basis of the ricksha
man’s reported daily earnings, with no allowance for loss
of time due to sickness, vacations, et cetera.

Fifty-nine of the 71 funerals were for parents, grand-
parents, uncles. Only four were for children. The
amount spent for the latter was either $3 or $5. One man
spent only $6 for his mother’s funeral, another $7.

Thirty-seven, or a little more than one-half, of the

- ricksha men said they borrowed the money needed for the

funerals; 23, or about one-third, sold land; only six were
able to pay for the funerals out of their savings. Three
secured help from relatives, and two from a philanthro-
pist. Of the 249 coolies who reported that they were in
debt, 29 said it was the result of paying for a funeral, but
only three because of a wedding,

Only one birthday party was reported by our ?&mﬁu
families. It was for a man’s fifty-seventh birthday, was
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a relatively small one, and cost only mmw.mov or some two-
sevenths of a month’s income., If we can judge from fig-

ures secured in another study, the family will probably

spend from 2.5 to 3 months’ income when they celebrate

his sixtieth birthday.® The even decades, fifty, sixty,

seventy, are usually the times of special celebration.?

The spending at one time of an amount equal to three,
four, or five months’ income is apt to be a serious financial
burden for any family. This is especially true for many of
the Peiping families, as they have so little margin ot sur-
plus. In order to distribute the burden somewhat and
make it possible for friends and relatives to help meet the
extraordinary expenses, it is the custom in Peiping to give
‘presents of money at the time of weddings, funerals and
birthdays. Other presents are often sent: as wedding
gifts, cloth, flowers, food, objects for personal use; red
scrolls and red banners inscribed with wishes for health,
wealth and long life; as funeral gifts, cloth, special food
to be set before the dead, and—to be burned—scrolls of
white silk or. paper,. wreaths of artificial flowers, paper
money ; as birthday presents, wine, flowers, food, the lat-
ter often including peaches, bread and noodles, as these
connote long life. For this group of families, however,
the money presents were much the largest and the most
numerous. The amounts received for the weddings va-
ried from $27 to $600, for the funerals from $3.45 to
$300. The birthday presents amounted to $8. In some

cases, the presents came to more than the entire cost of

the wedding or funeral, but ordinarily the wedding pres-

ents amounted to one-quarter or one-half, and the funeral

presents from one-fifth to one-half, the total expenditure.
1No. 16. 2 Ne. 12,
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The fact that wedding and birthday presents go to the
person giving the feast, rather than to the guest of honor,
is evidence that presents of money are definitely given to

help the family meet its unusual expenses. Additional

presents of money are sometimes made direct to the guest
of honor, but only by the family and close friends. Such
gifts, of course, do not appear in the accounts.

In Peiping, a wedding means new clothes and a feast
for both families; gifts from the groom to the bride, of-
tenn a present of jewelry; the purchase of equipment for
the new home by the bride’s family, the sending of this .
equipment and the bride’s belongings to the groom’s home,
the day before the wedding ; the wedding procession with
the bride riding in a specially decorated sedan chair, car-
riage, or automobile, usually accompanied by a band and
carriers with banners, lanterns, and other decorations;
and, finally, the wedding ceremony in the groom’s home,
or possibly in a restaurant, if the family follows the new
wedding customs. The amount spent for the different
items varies, of course, with the tastes and social position
of the family, the amount they can spend on the wedding;
and whether they follow the old wedding customs or
adopt the new customs that seem to be gradually coming
into use. _

For the ten weddings studied, the expenditure for cloth-
ing varied from $21.35 to $414. The detailed accounts
show that, for most of the families, a large part of this
clothing expenditure was for cloth. In most of the fam-
ilies the new clothes were made in the home by the women
of the household. Tailors were employed only by well-
to-do families. One family paid $16.90 for making the
new clothes, another $17.40, still another $25. In three
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of the accounts, the cost of the new clothing was over
one-third (37 per cent) of the wedding expenditure. Two
of these three accounts were those of brides’ families, so
it seems evident that in Peiping, as well as in other coun-
tries, a large proportion of the wedding expenditure is for
the bride’s clothes. In the other accounts, the proportion
spent for clothes varied from 12 to 20 per cent.

House repair and new house equipment, even when
added together, are relatively small items in the accounts
for the grooms’ families. , The amounts ranged from
$2.55 to $70. Often the only expenditure was the cost
of repairing and repapering the house. The usual propor-
tion seems to be from 4 to 6 per cent. One bride’s family,
the poorer one, spent only $2.45, 3 per cent, for house
equipment items. The other spent $172, which was 21
per cent of the wedding budget.

In the old-style wedding, the bride’s family and the
groom’s have separate wedding feasts, each inviting their
own friends and relatives, The bride’s feast is held be-
fore she leaves her own home for her husband’s, as, it is

a farewell to her. After her marriage, she becomes a .

member of her husband’s family, and ceases to belong to
her parents’ household. The groom’s feast is served
cither before or after the arrival of the bride, depending
upont the number of guests, the available space, et cetera.
In any case, the bridal couple and the groom’s family are
served after the wedding nﬂdBoEﬁ In ‘the new-style
wedding, which is often held in a restaurant, the feast is
served after the arrival of the bride and the signing of the
wedding contract. _

The expenditure for everything connected with the wed-
ding feast, food, fuel, service, tips, wine, tobacco, the rent

WEDDING PROCESSION BANNER

“May your sons win the Chuan Yuan (highest literary
degree}, .and all the honor, position and wealth that
go with it.”

WEDDING CHAIR




[Er—

WEDDING CARRIAGE

The wedding chair or carriage and all the i i
paraphernalia of the proces
rented from the wedding shop, procession are

O i o

RECORDING WEDDING PRESENTS

A record of wedding and funeral presents, most of which are money, is important,
as the amounts will determine the size of the return gifts.
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" of extra equipment, varied from $31.25 to $324.60. For

one-half the families, the feast took between 42 and 88 per
cent of the wedding expenditure. For the other half, the
range was from 26 to 31 per cent. :

The rooms in most Chinese houses are small and not
well adapted to the entertaiment of a large number of
people; so, if the feast is held at home, a pavilion of reed
mats, or cloth, is usually erected temporarily over the
courtyard to provide space for serving the wedding feast.
Even this, however, does not ordinarily provide space
enough to serve all the guests at one time. The mat pa-
vilion and the necessary tables, chairs, and other equip-
ment are usually rented. For the pavilion, the rent varied
from $3 to $33. For the tables and chairs, the largest
rent was $15. One family spent $28.80 for the rent of
table covers, a door scfeen, carpets, silk hangings, et cetera,
to be used as decorations in the room where the feast was

‘held.

Electricity is not readily available, so a high-pressure
gasoline lamp is often rented to light the mat pavilion,
instead of using ordinary kerosene lamps. The rent for
these gasoline lamps varied from $1 to $3.60, the amount
probably depending upon the length of time the lamp
was used.

Food for the wedding feasts cost from $19.19 to $260.
Meat is not a large item in the diet of most families, but it
is always prominent in any feast. Pork is by far the most
poptilar meat. For one feast, the meat cost $35.95 and

the rice, flour, cakes, noodles, et cetera, $34.10. In an-

other, the expenditure was $115 for meat, and only $14.50

for rice, bread, noodles and flour. In many Chinese
feasts, rice is served only with the last course and is a
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small item. It probably is true that the smaller the expen-
diture for the feast, the larger the proportion spent for
flour, rice and noodles, Although not so much esteemed
as meat, these foods are cheaper and are needed to provide
the necessary quantity.

For the various condiments, the expenditure is usually
a few cents for the different kinds of seasonings, and con-
siderable amounts for tea and the cooking oils, especially
lard and sesamum oil. The list includes the so-calied
1,000-year eggs that have, been pickled in lime, pickled
gourds, preserved jellyfish, jellied fish skin, ginger, vine-
gar. The list of vegetables includes yellow bamboo
shoots, yams, lily roots, bean sprouts, leeks, yellow flow-
ers, cabbage, onions, garlic.

Even the poorest families had the wedding feast cooked
for them. The cooking and serving of the feasts held at
home cost $1, $3, $4, up to $20. When the feast was
held in a restaurant, service, of course, was included in
the restaurant charge. Besides their wages, the various
helpers are usually given tips. The total in tips for the
different families ranged from $1.10 to $53.05, the
amount naturally tending to increase as the cost of the
wedding increased. The details of the largest amount
bring out some interesting items. The restaurant servants
were given $19.50, which was virtually 10 per cent of the
bill; other servants were given $8. The musicians in the
wedding procession received $6, the coachmen $4.15, a
chauffeur $2. Servants who brought wedding presents
from friends were given a total of $6.55. The police on
special duty at the restaurant received $2. The wage of a
caretaker, who watched some of the wedding equipment
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outside the restaurant, was 17 cents, his tip $1. Beggars
were given 42 cents,

In Peiping, when a guest comes to a feast in his own
ricksha, carriage, or automobile, it is the custom for the
host to give the ricksha man or driver a tip, or fan cl'ien,
food money, as it is more usually called. This is a cus-
tom so generally accepted, that any attempt to omit the
tip, or appreciably reduce it, is likely to bring trouble, If
the feast is held at a restaurant, the tips are usually 20
cents for a ricksha, 40 cents for a carriage, and 80 cents
for an automobile, The carriages and automobiles ordi-
narily have two men. If the feast is served at home, the
family usually decide the amount they will give, Ordi-
narily it is 20 coppers, 5 cents, or 10 cents for a ricksha,
and proportionately more for carriages and automobiles,
One family spent $6.65, another $11 for this item.

Wine is nearly always served at wedding feasts. Where
it was separately reported in the accounts, the amount
varied from $1.15 for the ricksha man’s family, to $10.50
for the most expensive wedding. Other families spent .
from $3.50 to $5. Tobacco for some families cost only -
a few cents, others spent up to $6 for cigarettes.

When the time comes to bring the bride from her home,
the groom sends a specially decorated red sedan chair,
carriage, or automobile, to fetch her, The rent of these
sedan chairs was $21 to $55. These amounts probably
included the charge made for the old-style Chinese band
with its long gilt horns and gilded drums, and for the men
who carry the lanterns, banners, fans, symbols that are
part of the old-style wedding procession. They are all
furnished by the shop that rents the wedding chair, and
would be included in the one charge. In one case, where
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the items were segregated, the chair cost $30, the music

$10, and the carriers $25. Sometimes one or two green
sedan chairs accompany the red wedding chair. One is
for the bride’s attendant, and the other for a woman from
the groom’s family, sent to welcome the bride.

Carriages for one wedding cost $38. In this case, the .

bride rode in a specially decorated carriage instead of a
sedan chair, The wedding procession was a row of car-
riages escorted by a modern band. The charge for the
band was $24. '

Other transportation—rickshas, carriages, and automo-
biles—is often a considerable item in a wedding account.
The actual entries varied from 73 cents to $22.40.

In Peiping, the bride’s trousseau and house equipment
are usually sent to her new home on a number of red
tables, each of which is carried by two men. The longer
the procession, the more “face” it gives the family. In
order to lengthen the procession, families often rent equip-
ment they are unable to buy. If the weather is rainy, the
bride’s belongings are covered with transparent oiled
paper, so they may still be seen, even though they are

protected from the weather. One family paid the carriers -

$4, another $22. In one case, the family of the groom
paid $12 for carrying their presents to the bride’s home.
The presents cost some $220.

The old-style weddings ordinarily include the worship
of the family gods, bowing before the ancestral tablets,

and kotowing to the older guests. Sometimes the kotow -

is made to the family shrine rather than directly to the
guest who is being welcomed. The worship of the family
gods ordinarily involves the use of incense, but this was
listed in the expenses of only two families. It was a small
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item, only 21 and 73 cents. We have no way of knowing
how many other families used it, but evidently there were
several who did not, as the new wedding ceremonies omit
the worship of the old gods. One family spent 16 cents
for a new paper god, and 26 cents for paper money to be
burned. .

When the bridal chair arrives at the groom’s house, he
shoots three blunt arrows at the bottom of the chair, in
order to scare away evil spirits. In alighting from the
wedding chair, the bride steps on, or over, a horse’s saddle
to signify that she is bringing peace to the family. The
Chinese words for peace and saddle have the same sound.
Another interpretation is that the saddle ceremony signi-
fies the bride is bringing good luck to the family, and
promotion to her husband, since officers ride horseback.
One authority ® reports that apples are put under the sad-
dle, as the ¢ombination of the Chinese words for apple
and saddle make another Chinese word for peace, p'ing-an.

Another double meaning is responsible for the custotn
of the bride and groom eating chestnuts and dates, the
combination meaning, “to have sons early.” Tzil-sun
po-po, or “‘sons and grandsons dumplings,” are also pre-
sented to the bride and groom. .

In the modern-style wedding, many of the old customs
are omitted. The principal part of the ceremony is the
signing, or rather sealing, of the marriage contract by the
bride and groom, their attendants and the representatives
of their families, The certificates used cost $1, $1.20, and
$2.50. One family spent 40 cents for a marriage contract,
another $2.45 for a seal.

A photographer is often called in, to make a record of

3 No. 12.



210 HOW CHINESE FAMILIES LIVE

special occasions. The pictures of a funeral cost $7.60;
those of an engagement party $8.60; those of a wedding
$22,

The Chinese custom has been for parents to arrange
the weddings of their children. Many times the bride
does not see her husband until she arrives at his house for
the wedding. The services of a middleman are often em-
ployed in finding a family with a marriageable son, or
daughter, and in arranging the details of the wedding.
By using a middleman, the “face” of the family is saved
if the negotiations do not go through. . The one middle-
man appearing in the accounts received $4 for his services
in arranging a second marriage for a man who had been
left with three small children under seven years of age.
In this case, as the bride came from a poor family, the
groom sent them money to help meet the wedding ex-
penses. The middleman does not appear more often in
the accounts, because he is usually given a present for his
services, rather than a sum of money.

Invitations sent to wedding guests cost from $1.60 to
$5. Less than half the families reported this expenditure,
Some of the families who omitted the invitations were
poor. Others did not send invitations, in order to save
expense and bother for their friends and themselves.

When the family of the groom send to the family of
the bride the cards fixing the date of the wedding, they
often send with them' a pair of geese. Geese are chesen
because these birds are faithful to their mates, Since red,
or pink, is the Chinese wedding color, and white denotes
mourning, it would be a bad omen if a white bird were
sent as a present in connection with a wedding. To over-
come this difficulty, a red band is sometimes painted
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around the bird’s neck. Sometimes the entire bird is.
painted red. It is generally the custom for the bride’s
family to keep one of the pair of geese and return the
other to the family of the groom. In Peiping, however,
lower-class families often rent the red geese. These are
received by the bride’s family, and then returned to the
shop.

The detailed expenditures of the funerals cover a wide
range. The coffins cost all the way from $1.20 to $205.
The cheapest was an unfinished box made of light boards.
The most expensive was made of wood six or seven
inches thick, and finished with a fine varnish. As might
be expected, there seems to be a tendency to fix the price
of the coffins in even units, $10, $25, $50, and $100.

No coffin was entered in one of the accounts. Investi-
gation showed that it had been properly omitted. None
had been purchased. The deceased belonged to a Moham-
medan family and the Chinese Mohammedans do not use
coffins when they bury their dead. The body is carried
to the cemetery in one of a number of different-sized
boxes kept for that purpose at the mosque. At burial, the’
body is taken from the box and placed in an undercut
gallery in the earth, with the head to the north and the
face turned toward Mecca in the west. When the grave
is ‘closed, the gallery is not filled, and an open space is
thereby left around the body. Some of our informants
say this is done so that the dead may have room to kmeel
toward Mecca five times a day. The mound over a Mo-
hammedan grave is usually a truncated pyramid, in con-
trast to the rounded mounds over ordinary Chinese
graves.*

£ Reported by Dr. W. B. Pettus of the College of Chinese Studies, Peiping.
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In many cases, the families studied bought special
grave-clothes, The expenditures varied from $1.50 for
the shroud of a Mohammedan child, to $32.20 spent for
grave-clothes for a sixty-year-old man. Ordinarily there
was no expenditure for the younger children.

The body is washed and dressed before it is put into
the coffin. Some families dress the body in its grave-
clothes almost immediately after death, fearing that
otherwise the soul may enter the next world naked. The
grave-clothes are usually tied on, as it is thought that but-
tons and buttonholes miay make great trouble for the de-
parted spirit. .

The coffin usually is lined with cloth, or silk, and fur-
nished with a pillow, blanket, and mattress, The cost of
these ordinarily was included with the grave-clothes, as
only two pillows were itemized, one costing 60 cents, the
other $2. The one blanket listed cost $2.30.

If the deceased is an adult, mourning clothes of rough
unbleached white muslin are worn by members of the fam-
ily for the funeral. The wearing of mourning after the
funeral depends upon the relationship of the deceased, the
strictness with which the family follows the mourning
customs, et cetera. Parents do not wear mourning for
their children.® As a sign of mourning for a father, white
shoes are worn by the members of some families during
a period of two and one-half years; and for three years,
as mourning for a mother, Several of the accounts show
that the family purchased $10 or $15 worth of white
cloth. Most of this undoubtedly was used to make mourn-
ing garments. Additional clothes worn at the funeral
often are rented for the occasion. One family, besides

% No. 12,
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spending some $10 for white cloth, also paid 36 cents for
the rent of special mourning clothes,

As red is associated with happiness rather than with
mourning, it was surprising to find red cloth on the

funeral accounts. It was used to make small red bats,

which are sewed on the shoulders of the mourning gowns;
and for the red on the heels of the white mourning shoes
worn by the more remote younger relatives. Sometimes
pieces of blue cloth are sewed on the shoulders of the
mourning garments. This denotes the loss of a maternal _
relative.® _

An elaborate Chinese funeral is a great sight. Preced-
ing the catafalque is a long double line of men and boys
carrying wreaths of artificial flowers, paper and cloth
scrolls, embroidered silk umbrellas, flags, religious sym-
bols, paper figures of servants; lions, deer, storks, sum-
mer-houses made of evergreen branches, a portrait of the
deceased. Usually the procession includes a sedan chair
and an old-style Peiping cart, sometimes a paper ricksha,
paper horse and carriage, paper automobile, Musicians
are part of the procession, and it is not unusual for fam-
ilies to have both the old-style horn and drum, and the
modern band. Taoist, Buddhist and Lama priests often
walk in the large processions. The immediate male rela-
tives, dressed in coarse white mourning costume, walk
dizectly in front of the coffin. A husband may walk
in front of his wife’s coffin, but it is her oldest son who is
the chief mourner and carries the “soul flag.” The
mourners are often accompanied by friends, each of
whom wears a white paper flower to show that he belongs
to the funeral party. The coffin, placed on a large cata-

® No. 12.
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falque covered with a red embroidered cloth and sur-
mounted by a gold conue, is borne to the cemetery on men’s
shoulders, A small funeral procession may be only a few
mourners accompanying the coffin as it is carried through
the streets,

The women of the family riding in Peiping carts, car-
riages, and occasionally sedan chairs, follow the coffin,
The oldest son’s wife carries with her a vase of food to
be buried in the grave. The sedan chairs are white; a
special white cloth cover i§ put over the blue hoods of the
carts, a touch of white is put on the carriages. The cover
on the cart for a married daughter is blue and white,

The carriers, of whom there may be one, four, eight,
sixteen, thirty-two, for the coffin, and an almost unlimited
number for the scrolls, umbrellas, et cetera, if the funeral
is a large one, cost our families from 20 cents to $96.65.
The smaller amount was for one man to carry a child’s
coffin to the cemetery. The larger amount included the

charge for the musicians who beat the funeral drums at .

the house and played the horns and drums on the way to
the grave, and, also the rent of the funeral paraphernalia,
In the one account where musicians and bearers were
listed separately, the charge for the carriers was $15, and
“ for the musicians, $5. The charges for carriers and mu-
siclans are not often segregated, as usually they are all
hired by the shop that conducts the funeral. The shop
also furnishes all the paraphernalia, and secures the needed
men and boys. Occasionally, but only occasionally, wo-
men are seen carrying some of the banners or umbrellas
in a funeral procession.
The carriers, who, from all appearances, belong to the
beggar group, wear for the occasion long green cloth coats
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on which are printed many “long life” characters, and
black felt hats, each with a long red feather standing
straight up in the middle of it.

In a funeral of any size, one of the carrier group is
ordinarily designated as the leader of the funeral proces-
sion. Becaiise of his special position, he is often given a
small extra tip. In the most expensive funeral, his extra
pay was 8 cents.

The grave is a small item on all the accounts, never over

| $5. The smallest amount was 27 cents. These amounts

are apparently for digging the grave, and sometimes for
@ watchman or caretaker. For one funeral the charges
were iternized, $1 for digging the grave, $1.15 for burying
the dead, 50 cents for a caretaker. The accounts do not
show any expenditure for the purchase of a grave site.
Many of the families undoubtedly had a family grave-
yard. The poor families possibly buried their dead in the
I #, or public graveyard, where no charge is made for a
grave site.

The police require a funeral permit before a body can
be taken through the city gates. The charge for this ap-
parently varies, either with the age of the deceased or the
financial ability of the family. For the bodies of young
children, the cost was only 40 coppers, 10 cents. For
adults, it was 50 cents or $1.

Taoist, Buddhist, Lama, or Mohammedan priests of-
ficiated in at least seven of the funerals, They were paid
from- $2 to $26. A diviner was called in, for three
funerals, to determine the proper day for interment and
other occult matters. Once he was paid only 38 coppers,
10 cents, another time $3. For his services in connection
with the.most expensive funeral, he received $6.20.



216 HOW CHINESE FAMILIES LIVE
The third day after a death, the family usually burns

a paper horse and cart to help carry the soul to its future

home. Then, before the funeral, paper houses and paper
boxes filled with paper money are often burned, so that
they may be used by the deceased in the next world. In
the larger funerals, one sees all sorts of paper objects
carried~—clothing, servants, rolls of cloth, horses and car-
riages, rickshas, automobiles. All these are burned at the
grave, together with the wreaths of artificial flowers,
paper scrolls, We were not able to get the cost of these
different articles. The accounts show the family expen-
diture for paper servants, houses, et cetera, to have varied
from $2.50 to $11. Those amounts, of course, would not
buy any large number. For one funeral, the paper ser-
vants were given by relatives. The shops which make the
paper funeral objects are generally known as min-i-p'u,
“hell clothes stores.”

Paper money cost 4 cents for the least expensive
funeral, and $9.40 for the most expensive one, One dol-
lar of the latter amount was spent for strings of large
round pieces of paper with a square hole cut in the middie
of each one, so they will look like cash, the old-style Chi-
nese coins with square holes in the center. This is called
mai L ch'ien, or road buying money. 1t is tossed into the
air-as the funeral passes through the streets, and is sup-
posed to satisfy any wandering spirits that may be about,
and to keep them from doing harm to the departed spirit
or to the family of the deceased. Some loose paper money
is also thrown into the fire when the paper houses, et
cetera, are being burned, so that the wandering spirits
will take that, and not seize the things that are intended
for the deceased.
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Incense is used in most Chinese funerals, but is appar-
ently a small item. It appears on only three of the ac-
counts, and then for 4 cents, 13 cents, and $1.50.

One small but interesting item is the expenditure of a
few coppers for a five-colored thread which, we are told, is
used to keep the soul quiet. Another was the purchase
of the clay dish which stands before the coffin while it is
in the house, and is broken when the coffin is carried out
and placed on the catafalque. In some instances, there
is a hole in the bottom of the dish. That is because of
the belief that, after death, the soul must drink all the
water it has wasted in this world; or, as some people say,
all the water it has used for washing dishes, clothes, et
cetera, and then thrown away. The hole is put in the dish
so that much of the water will run through, and the soul
will be spared the drinking of the water lost in that way.
The dishes. cost from 30 to 100 coppers each.

A feast was served as part of the funeral ceremonies
for most of the adults, but not in the case of any of the
young children. One family had no feast because they
were too poor ; another because interment was to be in an-
other city. It is reported that when interment is to be
elsewhere, the feast is ordinarily omitted from funeral
ceremonies held in Peiping. In that case, a “thank you”
feast may be given to the friends and relatives after the
family returns to the city. Instead of having such a feast,
one family spent $22.50 in sending acknowledgment pres-
ents to those who helped at the time of the funeral

The funeral feasts ordinarily were not so expensive as
the wedding feasts. For only one, was the expenditure
for food, fuel, service, mat pavilion, table and chairs more
than $100.. In that case, it amounted to $279. The pro-
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portion of the expenditure used for the feast is also
smaller for funerals than for weddings, Apparently from
20 to 25, or from 30 to 35, per cent of the total cost of the
funeral is spent for the feast. For over half the wed-
dings, more than 40 per cent was spent for the feast.

Food is regularly offered to the dead while the coffin is
in the house, and afterwards on special occasions. Some-
times special food is given by friends or relatives ; occa-
sionally special food is purchased by the family, but ordi-
narily a little of the food prepared for the family is used.
One family reported the expenditure of 140 coppers, or 36
cents,  another $1, for special food to be offered to the
dead. One of the funeral presents was a box containing
several kinds of meat to be set before the coffin.

Wine and tobacco were offered to the guests at some of
the funerals, but appeared less often and for smaller
amounts than in the wedding accounts.

Wages and tips were also much smaller for the funerals
than for the weddings. Less than $10 for most, but
$58.35 for one. One cook was paid 80 cents, m:oﬂ.rma

1,000 coppers, $2.60. For the largest funeral feast, the
cooks and table boys received $37.55. A maid-servant
was paid 60 cents for three days’ work.

Instead of a mat pavilion, one family used an awning
over the courtyard. It was summertime, so no other pro-
tection was needed. The charge for the awning was

$3.20. One family held the funeral feast and ceremonies
in a temple rather than in their home. The priests re-
ceived $26 for their services, and $20 for the use of the
temple,
Transportation is always an item in the funeral ac-
counts, as it includes the charge for the carts for the
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funeral procession, and for any incidental transportation
by ricksha, et cetera. The amounts varied from $1.50 to
$25.55. For one funeral, the cart cost $1.50, which is
probably the charge for one day for a Peiping cart and
driver. For two other funerals the cost of the carts was
$6 for each family; for another, it was $14.57; and $18
for a fourth,

One of the funeral arrangements is the printing of the
death announcement, which is sent to friends and relatives
of the deceased, The announcement contains a short
biography of the dead man, his age, offices, and attain-
ments, a list of the time and place of the funeral ceremo-
nies, et cetera. Itis usually printed on coarse yellow paper,
and enclosed in an envelope of the same color. A strip of
blue paper pasted down the center of the front of the en-
velope shows that it is a death announcement. Usually a
narrower strip of red paper, on which the recipient’s
name is written, is pasted over the blue. If the old custom
is followed, the announcements must be sent by hand. The
poorer people deliver them themselves, or ask friends to
do it for them. If there are servants in the family, they
deliver the announcements, More and more families,
however, are now sending them through the mails, The
cost of the announcements was $1.20 and $1.25 for the
smaller funerals, $3.50 for a medium-sized funeral, and
$9 for the most expensive one reported,

._ .ﬁamm. figures give a general picture of the cost of the
items used for weddings and funerals, but they do not
g1ve a complete picture of the expenditure of any ope
Hﬂmam_w.. That can be done only by the individyal account.
These individual accounts are presented in the following
pages. They dare given in considerable detail, as the de-
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tails bring out many facts that do not appear in the sum-
mary of the different expenditures, especially the small
amounts spent for some items and the large amounts used
for others. The fact that this is new as well as original
material also makes it advisable to give the details of the
individual accounts.

Besides the detailed expenditures and the amount of the
gifts received from friends, any available information is
given concérning the size of the family, its economic posi-
tion, the method by which it secured the money needed to
meet the extraordinary expenses. These added details
should make it possible to visualize, more clearly, what
the weddings and funerals meant in the economic life of
these families.

Wepping No. 1

A ricksha man spent $61.10 for the wedding of his sixteen-
year-old daughter—for clothes, presents and feast. This was a
little more than 3.5 times the family’s average monthly income.
The man earned some $10 a month pulling a ricksha, and his wife

some $2 for sewing and washing. The rent of two of the three.

rickshas owned by the family brought in a little less than $5 a
month. Two boys added their bit by picking up enough fuel to
meet the family’s needs.

Clothing for the bride cost $18, and other items of her per-
sonal equipment—cloth, soap, toothbrush, garters, et cetera—$2.15.
Clothing for the family cost only $2.40. This may have been
rent for the special clothes worn for the wedding day. Extra
equipment for the house amounted to only $2.45. One of @o
principal items was 40 cents for red paper flowers, one of which
was presented to each of the guests,

The feast cost $31.30, including $19.20 for food, $7 for service
and tips, $3 for the rent of the mat shed and tables and chairs,
85 cents for fuel, and $1.25 for wine and tobacco. Meat for the
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feast was only 22 per cent of the expenditure for food. Young
garlic was the principal vegetable, Noodles were served rather
than rice. The cook was paid $1 for his services, and the maid-
servant 260 coppers (68 cents). The cartiers who took the
bride’s wedding presents to her new home received $4. Ricksha
and cart fare amounted to $2.05. .

The wedding guests gave money presents amounting to $32.70.
The family met the rest of the expenses by borrowing $24 and
collecting $10 they had loaned to some of their friends.

" Webping No. 2

A family of four, with an average income of $30 a month,
spent $94.35- for the wedding of their twenty-two-year-old son.
This was more than three months’ income, but the presents from
the invited guests amounted to $169.80, or enough to meet the
entire cost of the wedding and still leave a surplus of $75.45.
Friends also gave the bride and groom two mirrors, two cups
for use when brushing their teeth, and a red banner inscribed
with characters wishing them long life. The bride was eighteen
yvears old,

Eighty-six per cent of the wedding expenditure was for food,
or a total of $81. Meat, almost all of which was pork or pigs’
knuckles, cost $35.95, or 45 per cent of the entire food cost. A
little more than one-half the $34.10 spent for grain, flour, cakes,
noodles, et cetera, was used for rice. White flour cost $12.60,
but noodles only 150 coppers, 39 cents. Only $2.60 was spent
for 11 kinds of vegetables, $7.35 for 21 kinds of condiments, and
$1.05 for bean powder and bean curd. The principal vegetables
were yellow bamboo shoots, cabbage, yams, and leeks. The chief
condiments’ were lard, tea-leaves, sweet-oil, bean sauce, salted
mustard root, sugar, salt. Seventy-eight cents was spent for
dried bean pods, used to wrap up meat and vegetable rolls. The
complete details of the food expenditure are given below, in order
to show all the kinds of food used and the amount paid for each.

Fuel cost $4.10, and tips totaled $1.10. Rent for the 2as lamp
was $2. The paper gods cost 16 cents, paper money 26 cents, and



222 HOW CHINESE FAMILIES LIVE

incense 21 cents, Thirty cents was spent for a toothbrush, and
5 cents for a tongue scraper. The wedding invitations cost $1.60.
For some reason the account does not show any expenditure for
music, the bride’s sedan chair, or service. The month before the
wedding, the family spent $19.95 for clothing. The clothing
expenditure for the second half of the budget year was only $8.80

Meat .......000vunn...$35.04 Condiments .......,...$7.33
Pork ........ eeenea. 2400 Bean Sauce ........... 1.1i
Pigs’ Knuckles ....... 10.00 Lard ...oouoa. ... ... 1,00
Eggs ...l 1.79 Tea-leaves ............ 1.00
Dried Shrimps ....... .15 _  Sweet-oil ....... ceveas 95

Dried Bean Pods ...... .78

Flour ................$34.10 mm:& Mustard Root. .. wm

. . VEAT .iivnnnnn. desann
Srhheree g RS G
Bread and Cakes ... 210 GG - 43
Noodles ....... RIS 2 meummmn LR teerae .Hm
liyfish ..... 0

Bean Powder and memnmmaﬁE H._mm 05

BeanCurd ........... $1.03 WFNQ. T 3
epper ..... Ceeens oo 03

Vegetables ............32.61 Mustard Seed ......... 03
Bamboo Shoots ...... . .57
Y¥ams ......coie.... A7
Cabbage ............. 45
Leeks ............... .36
Bean Sprouts ......, . .18
Garlic ............... 13
Oniong  .............. 10
Green Vegetables ..... 10
Carrots ...... R 02
Soup Herbs .......... 02

Weppineg No. 3

When a forty-six-year-old man with three children—six, four
and two years old—Ilost his wife, he arranged another marriage
almost immediately, His wife died in July,” and he was remar-
ried early in September. His usual earnings selling metal were
only some $37 a month, but he was also receiving some $28 a
month interest. He saved virtually all of the interest, putting it

4.§_ammﬂmmom.mmnmumnémmn.mmgnum_mnasoﬁ given bere, as she died at her
bome outside of Peiping. :
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into several savings societies, From one of these, he received
$175 at the time of his wedding. This was more than enough to
meet the wedding expenses of $146.20, an amount that was a
little more than twice his average monthly income,

The bride came from a poor family, so the groom’s wedding
expenses included $50 sent to her family to help meet the cost of
their wedding festivities. He also helped buy the bride’s new
clothes. Clothing for both the bride and groom cost $28. In-
stead of using the old-style sedan chair, the groom sent a motor-
car for the bride. He paid $8 for it. Food for the wedding feast
cost $36, the cook received $3, and the rent for the mat pavilion,
extra tables and chairs was $3.50. Five dollars was spent for
new bedding, and $1.50 for plastering and repairing the two~
room house. Jewelry for the bride cost $6, the wedding certifi-
cate $1.20. The middleman who arranged the wedding received
$4 from the groom. This item does not usually appear in the
accounts, as the middleman ordinarily is given a present rather
than a sum of money.

Wepping No. 4

A family of eight, owning their own home and property enough
to give them $19 a month in rent, spent $110.80 for the wedding
of their third son. The other two sons were married, and both
were contributing to the family income. There was one two-
year-old grandson. The total family income averaged $75 a
month. The wedding expenses therefore were equivalent to a
little more than 1.5 months’ income.

Food for the feast cost $27.40. Cakes, noodles, et cetera, were
the largest item, $13.75, Of this $9.60 was for hsi mien, or

‘happy noodles, a dish often served on special occasions. When

these are served it means that the feast is not an expensive one
and noodles are the principal dish. Only- one-fifth of the food
expenditure was used for meat. Ten kinds of condiments cost
$3.70. Sweet-oil, yellow pickle, and tea were the priricipal items.
Yellow flowers, onions, and yams were the chief vegetables, but
the entire expenditure for vegetables was only 82 cents. The
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cooks were paid $4. Fuel cost $5.25. Tips amounted to $5.75.
Wine for the feast cost $3.50 and tobacco 16 cents, Cloth and
clothing came to $21.35,

The rent of the sedan chair sent for the bride, the decorations
for the wedding procession, and the carriers of the decorations
cost $27, other transportation $2.45. As the bride’s family sup-
plied the new house furnishings, only $2.55 was spent by the
groom's family, and half of that was for freshening the wall-
paper and getting a new reed mat for the Fang.

The wedding certificate cost $1, and the marriage contract 40
cents. Severfty-three cents was spent for incense for the wed-
ding ceremony. The jewelry given to the bride cost $9. The
invited guests gave $47, The family had been saving for the
wedding, so had sufficient surplus on hand to more than meet the
balance of the wedding expenses. A short time after the wed-
ding, the father of the family died. His funeral expenses
amounted to $257.15, (Funeral No, 13)

WEebbpineg No. 5

When he came to Peiping to be married, an officer in Chang

Tso-lin’s army brought $300 with him to pay part of his wed-
ding expenses. His family spent some $200 more, as the total
expenditure was $529.50, and the money presents amounted to
only $27. The family account showed z deficit of $506.55 for
the year. Even without the wedding, they were spending more
than their income. The groom was a widower, His two daugh--
ters were living with his parents,

The largest item in the wedding account was $220 spent for
presents for the bride. These were bought the month before the
wedding. Food for the wedding feast cost $88.40, the mat pavilion
$9.60, the rent of the tables and chaijrs $7.40, wine $5, labor and
tips $28.30. The latter item included $6 for the cooks, and $12
for the carriers of the presents sent the bride, The family spent
$45.30 for clothing the month of the wedding, and $20.90 the
previous month,

House eguipment, including $2.40 for papering, $2 for a
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blanket, $3.60 for a willow box, amounted to $16.50. The invita-
tions cost $1.90, fresh flowers and paper flowers, $1.45. The
two daughters of the groom were given a present of $2.20.

The sedan chair for the bride, and the wedding procession
cost $21; carts and carriages for women members of the family
$5.70; other transportation $19.80, The groom took his bride
with him to Mukden, the railroad tickets costing some $30.

Wepping No. 6

For this wedding, we were able to get the complete accounts
from both the bride’s and the groom’s families, as both were keep-
ing records for us. Ordinarily the accounts of only one family
were available.

The total expenditure for the two families was $1,333.90. The
groom’s family spent $816.65, and the bride’s $517.25.

The twenty-two-year-old groom belonged to a family with
ten members. The three men were all working, one as a mer-
chant, another as a writer, and the third in one of Peiping’s
modern industries. The average family income was $88 a month.
A small part of this came from rent, as the family owned their
house and let some rooms. The $816.65 spent for the wedding
was a little more than nine months’ income. The cash presents
amounted to $199.65, The family had been saving for the wed-
ding for some time, so apparently had sufficient funds to meet
the extra expenses, although the account showed a deficit for the
year of $378.90. .

Clothing for the family cost $309.90, including $232.50 for
silk, and $17.40 for the tailors. New furniture and other equip-
ment for the house came to $152. Repairing, repapering, and
replastering the house totaled $20, Jewelry for the bride cost $25.

Food for the wedding feast cost $166.65. Of this, $115 was
for meat, and only $14.50 for rice, flour and cakes. Noodles were
the principal dish in the feast for Wedding No. 4. Here rice
and noodles would be served only with the last course. Pork
was the principal meat, Sixty-two dollars was spent for F. and
$18 for chicken and fish, Nuts were a relatively large item,
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costing $10.30. Of this, $3.40 was spent for peanuts and melon
seeds, and $4.90 for water-lily seeds. Fruit, which often is a very
minor item, cost $9.25. Wine for the feast cost $5.50. The cooks
were paid $18 for preparing the feast. Tips to various people
brought the amount for service to $29.35. Rent for the mat
pavilion was $20, and for tables and chairs $9. Fuel cost $8.

The wedding shop was paid $55 for the use of the bride’s
chair, and for the carriers and equipment for the wedding pro-
cession, Carriage and carfare amounted to $15.30.

The $517.25 spent by the bride’s family was a little more than
seven times“their average monthly income. The presents they
received totaled $122,50. The family borrowed $220, but even
then the budget showed a deficit of $104.35. It will not be easy
for them to save the equivalent of almost five months’ salary.
The family consisted of a man, his two wives, the twenty-one-
year-old bride, and three younger children.

The amount entered on the wedding account for clothing for
the bride and her family was $190.10. Some $86 of this was for
silk and satin, and $65.80 for cotton cloth, Shoes cost $11.10,
and stockings $4.30. The tailor received $16.90. The family
also spent $59.85 for clothing the month before the wedding,

The bride’s dowry included household equipment which cost
$69.95. Among other items were a pair of camphor boxes, two
other pairs of boxes, a dressing-case, mirror, vanity-case. Por-
celain jars, bowls, cups, et cetera, cost $19.40; and a spittoon, oil
bottle and two toothbrush cups, $2.80. The bride’s jewelry, ear-
rings, jeweled flower, et cetera, cost $49.50,

The wedding feast cost $136. Probably it was held in a2 res-
taurant, as the food was not itemized and there was no rent for
a mat pavilion, Wine served the guests cost $4.80, and cigarettes
$L.15. Tips to drivers, servants, et cetera, amounted to $14.45,
For carrying the bride’s belongings to her new home, the family
paid the wedding shop $22. The wedding invitations cost $2.20,
and the red silk flowers for the guests $1.80.
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Webpping No. 7

. A teacher with an income of a little less than $100 a month
spent $458.65 for the wedding of his twenty-one-year-old son.
The bride was twenty-two. The family of six included the

‘groom’s parents, his grandfather, a younger sister, and one

servant. Two brothers had died of typhoid fever six meonths
before the wedding.

Wedding clothes cost the family some $65, new equipment for
the house $22.15, repapering the rooms $6. The sedan chair and
musicians sent for the bride cost $20, and $6 was paid for the
carriage used in making visits and calls, _

The feast evidently was served at home, as the mat pavilion
cost $13, the tables and chairs $15, and the gas lamp $3.50. Food
for the feast cost $260; tips of all sorts $20; and photographs of
the wedding $22.

The account shows the wedding presents to have been $600.
This was almost $150 more than the wedding expenses, and a
most unusual amount. It was surprising, too, to find the family
putting anywhere from $32.55 to $93 a month into savings so-
cieties. Most of this, however, was the reinvestment of capital
funds. The income from salary, land rent, and interest was
approximately enough to meet the family’s ordinary needs.

Wepping No., 8

Another teacher, a Manchu, spent $466.60 for the wedding of
his younger brother. This was equal to 2.25 months’ income.
Besides the man’s salary of $140 a month, the family received
$14 a month from rent, $20 a month as interest, and occasional
sums for special work, With the presents totaling $243.30, the
family was able to meet the wedding expenses without borrowing.
There were six in the family, all but one of them adults.

Special clothing for the wedding cost $30, beds and bedding
another $30. The wedding shop charged $30 for the sedan chairs
for the bride and her attendants, $10 for the musicians, and $25
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for the men who carried the lanterns, banners, et cetera, in the
wedding procession. The motor-car for the bridegroom cost $6.

The rent for the mat pavilion was $33, the tables and chairs
$8, the kitchen utensils $5, the gas lamp $3.60, and colored silk
to be hung in the pavilion $7. The total for the feast food was
$220. The cooks and table boys were paid $20. Cigarettes
cost $6. :

Food money given guests’ ricksha men, drivers, and chauffeurs
amounted to $11. Other tips also totaled $11.

Besides the money presents, friends gave the bridegroom 11
pieces of silk-and six of cotton, 14 pairs of red scrolls with gilt
characters, four baskets of fresh flowers, $6 worth of tea-leaves,
and seven small ofnaments,

WEebping No. 9

The most expensive wedding in this group cost the groom’s
family $853.75, or four times their average EomﬂE% incorme,
The same month, the family spent $324.20 for the oqumnEmnﬂ
presents and feast for another son, The total, $1,177.95, was
equal to almost six months’ income. The wedding presents re-
cetved amounted to $255.90. The rest of the expense the family
met by drawing on its bank account for almost $1,000. Without
the wedding and engagement expenses, the account showed a
small surplus. Six adult members of the family were living at
home. .

Clothing for the family, bought at the time of the wedding,
cost $414.45. Of this, $350 was for silk and satin cloth, $14.20
for cotton to pad the winter clothes, The tailor received $25 for
making the clothes. Pink silk gloves for the three women in the
family cost $3.20, and three pairs of men’s gloves 75 cents.

Repairs on the house cost $14 and new equipment $30.35, Of
the latter amount, $16 was for new curtains, $8.70 for pictures,
and $3.60 for strips of satin used for special decoration,

The wedding was a new-style ceremony and was held in a
restaurant. ‘The bill for the feast food was $192, for wine $10.50;
and cigarettes $3.60. Besides this, there was $35.80 for the rent
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of special equipment furnished by the wedding shop rather than
the restaurant, $4.80 for the tables and chairs, $2 for a new car-
pet, 40 cents for another red carpet, $23.20 for silk nwmnn.ﬁmﬂoumu
$2.20 for a gas lamp. Flowers, both fresh and artificial, cost-
$11.55. Tips of all sorts amounted to $55.20. The nmmﬁﬂnmﬁn
men were given $19.50, approximately 10 per cent mvm the bill;
coachmen and chauffeurs for the wedding party received $6.15;
servants bringing gifts, $6.55; the policeman detailed to the res-
taurant, $2; the flower girls, $1. The chauffeurs, coachmen and
ricksha men of the guests were given $6.65 for food money. ]

Transportation for the wedding party cost mﬁbm.. Of this
$38 was for carriages, and only- $3.20 mn..n automobiles. The
latter was wuo.me% the amount of the tips given to the nrms.mmmﬁuw
of cars loaned by friends. As it was a Eué-mﬂﬁm wedding, a
specially decorated carriage was used for the bride, rather ﬁ.dmb
the old-type sedan chair. The old-style banners mun.H mmno_..mﬂoum
would not be used for the wedding procession, which aﬁamsm_w
was a line of carriages escorted by a modern band. .H..Wm mgw. S
charge for the musicians was $24, and the men were given a tip
of $6.

%m_m wedding invitations cost $5, the wedding certificate $2.50,
the special wedding seal $2.45, the wedding account-books 36
cents, other miscellaneous items $3.20, a total of $13.50.

ENGAGEMENT

For the one wedding engagement entered in the accounts—
that of a son—-the expenditure was $324.20. The same month
m._.m_mmawu.. spent $853.75 for the wedding of another son {Wed-
ding No. 9). . ) _

The engagement presents sent the son’s fiancée were a
jeweled ring costing $150 and cloth costing $50. Hmam restaurant
charge for the engagement feast was $45. The family also spent
$12.60 for cakes and melon seeds, 80 cents for tea, and $1.40 for
cigarettes, ‘The motor-cars for the occasion nom..n. $15, rented
flowers $3.50, flags for decoration $2, a rented victrola $2.50.
Tips to the servants came to $11.50.
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A band, seat by a friend, added much to the festivities of the
occasion and considerably to the expense.. The tip was $20. The
photographs of the party cost $8.60.

No money presents were reported, but friends sent one banner
inscribed with good wishes, and ten pots of flowers,

BirtaDAY PARTY

The largest family in the group, one with 20 members and
four servants, spent $69.30 for the celebration of the father’s
fifty-seventh Hirthday, It was a féast served.in the big family
home, Special cooks prepared it and received $14 for their two

Meat and Eggs .......$22.65 Condiments ............ $2.78
Pork ........... ceens 17.60 Sweet-0il ........... .. 167
Fish' ...l 2.85 Salted and Pickled
Kidneys ....... . Vegetables ...... eene 25
Liver ........... R | Bean Sauce ........... .19
Sheep’s Stomach ..... 32 Tea ............ vieae. W16
Pig's Stomach ........ 23 Salt ........ v .o W13
Eggs ............ cee. 23 Yellow Flowers ...... . .08
Ham ................ 16 Jellied Fish Skin ...... 08
Dried Prawns ........ 14 Vinegar ....... Cereeann .08

Sugar - ......... cereee. .08

Vegetables ........... $.69 Pepper ............. N
Mushrooms .......... .18 Soda ..... B ) |
Yams ................ 18 Alum i, 0
Leeks ............... 15
Cabbage ............. .10
Garlic .......... veee. .05
Peas ......oiil.l. oo 02

" Seaweed ............. 01

days’ service. Food for the feast cost $27.55. Of this, $22.65
was spent for meat and fish. Pork was the principal meat, It
cost' $17.60, fish only $2.85. Small amounts of kidneys, ham,
liver, tripe, et cetera, were used for flavoring. Fifteen kinds of
condiments cost $2.80, and eight kinds of vegetables only $1.15.
Nuts cost 38 cents, and fruit 8 cents, The expenditure for flour
and cakes was only 52 cents. The bread and noodles were largely
furnished by the invited guests. The presents included $8 in cash,
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15 plates and 32 boxes of noodles, 22 plates of peach bread and
one steamed pudding, eight packages of tea-leaves, fruit, 16
bottles of wine, Wine and tobacco purchased by the family cost
$4.90. Tips amounted to $5.45, food money to chauffeurs and
ricksha men 95 cents. Repairing the stove cost $5.80, and new
dishes $8. Sandalwood incense cost only 30 coppers, 7 cents, and
the God of Longevity 32 coppers, 8 cents.

The itemized expenditures for meat, condiments and vege-
tables are given, as the complete detail often brings out many
items of interest ordinarily lost in group totals.

FuneraL No. 1

When a family of five with an income of only $14 a month
buries a two-year-old younger son, the funeral expenses are apt
to be close to the absolute minimum. The actual amount paid
by such a family was $1.82. - The coffin, made of plain thin
boards, cost $1.20; digging the grave 27 cents. The man who
carried the coffin to the cemetery outside the city received 20
cents. ‘The funeral permit cost 11 cents, and 4 cents was spent
for paper money. Medicine given the boy during his last illness
cost 56 cents. _ :

Other families with incomes of $15 and $20 a month paid $2
and $3 for the funerals of ome-year-old and two-year-old girls. -
A family with an income of $47 a month spent $5.45 for the
funeral of a one-year-old hoy.

Funerar No. 2

A Mohammedan family of seven with a monthly income of
$100 paid only $8.50 for the funeral of a two-year-old daughter.
White cloth for the shroud cost $1.50, the coffin carriers received
$3, the priests $2, and the grave cost $2. The expenditure for
“Health” for the four months before the girl's death amounted to
$70, _
The usual expense for a coffin is conspicuous by its absence,
as the Mohammedans bury their dead without coffins. The
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other Chinese often accuse the Mohammedans of being too stingy
to buy coffins for their dead, 2 taunt that is never well received
and has many times caused trouble.

Fuxerar No. 3

A peddler and his wife, who had an income of less than $15
a month, spent $18.10 for the funeral of their only son, a seven-
teen-year-old boy. This youth had added to the family income by
his work in a barber shop. Earlier he had been an itinerant
barber, carfying his tools, water, supplies with him, as he went
from house to house looking for trade.

The coffin his parents selected cost $10.50. They paid $1
to those who put the body into the coffin, and $3.50 to the bearers
who carried it from the house to the grave. The priests they
called in received $2. One dollar was spent for paper money
and other paper articles which were burned so the boy might
have them to use in the other world, The funeral permit cost
10 cents. Ninety-nine cents was spent for medicine while the
boy was sick. Presents of money given by friends at the time
of the funeral amounted to $3.45.

Funerar, No. 4

Twenty-seven dollars was the amount a teacher earning $25

a month paid for the funeral of his twenty-six-year-old daughter-
in-law. The woman and her daughter had been living in Peiping
with the father-in-law while the husband was teaching school in
another city. Apparently the funeral was a simple one. The
. coffin cost $12, digging the grave $5, and the carriers were paid
$10. The family did not report any expenditure for a feast, or
even any for incense, but these and other expenses may have
been met by the husband. The funeral presents amounted to
$14. The family paid 38 coppers (10 cents) to a fortune-teller
the month before the daughter-in-law died, but that was probably
for the amusement of the granddaughter at Chinese New Vear.
The father-in-law had previously lost two wives. Fe was
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first married when he was eighteen or nineteen, and at the age of
forty-eight was living with his third wife, He has two .:ﬁum
children, a son and a thirteen-year-old ‘daughter. It is not
known whether there have been other children in the family.

FuneraL No. 5

The close interdependence of Chinese families was welt illus- :
trated when a bread-seller making some $17 2 month spent $26.10
for the funeral of his brother, even though the brother was not a
member of the Peiping household. The bread-seller received
from his friends in Peiping funeral presents amounting to $4.90.

. Funerat No. 6

The funeral of an older brother makes a demand on a family
next to that of a parent, especially when, as in this case, the
brother was a man sixty-six years of age. The income of the
family, derived from property, was $48 a month; the ﬁo.ﬁ& 80“
penditure for the funeral, $147.30, or more than three months’
income. Since the family owned property, it would be able to
draw on its capital for special expenditure, and probably sﬁuﬁm
feel obligated to spend a larger amount for a funeral, than if a
similar income was received from salaries. The household con-
sisted of eight persons, and included three generations. ]

" The funeral presents from relatives included a white w‘a?mo”s.
, or gateway, decorated with silk and paper .moimﬂm. to stand in
front of the main gateway of the house at the time of the funeral
ceremonies; a set of paper figures to be burned at the grave; a
large white scroll with the man’s name written on it, to be wn.bm.
in the mat pavilion that was built in the courtyard to provide
space for the feast and ceremonies; and a box of E.nmﬂ to be
placed before the coffin by a relative as a special offering to the
spirit of the departed. The cash presents amounted to $35.20.

The large heavy wood coffin cost $53. The men who brought
the coffin to the house were paid $1.50, those who carried it to .En
cemetery $19. For the religious part of the funeral, the officiating ‘
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priests received $5. The feast served to visiting friends and rela-
tives cost $20 for food, and $8.05 for fuel and service. A con-
siderable number of persons could be served for this amount, as
the feast was principally pork, noodles, steamned bread and vege-
tables. Since noodles and steamed bread were served rather
than rice, the feast was an inexpensive one.

There could not have been a great deal of space in the mat
pavilion, as the rent for it and the extra tables and chairs was
only $2.15. As space is nearly always limited, it is not the cus-
tom to serye the funeral feast to all the guests at the same time.
Ordinarily, they are served as they arrive, The feast is con-
tinned most of the day, but there are few visitors, as a rule,
between the hours of one and four in the afternoon,

Ten dollars was spent for white cloth used to make mourning

clothes for the family. The grave-clothes of the dead cost an-~

other $10. Thirty-six cents was paid for the rent of some special
clothes worn for the funeral.

Only 4 cents was spent for incense, but relatives and close
friends probably gave additional incense, and the family may
have had some on hand. The paper money burned for the spirit
of the dead cost $1.10. One hundred and forty coppers (36 cents)
was spent for the special bread offered before thé coffin, and 100
coppers (26 cents) for the baked-clay dish that stands in front
of the coffin while it is in the house, and is thrown on the ground
and broken as the coffin is carried away. In some families, the
one who breaks the dish is thereby given a claim on the family
inheritance, Ordinarily it is the oldest son who performs this
ceremony, but if he is away at the time of the funeral, his substi-
tute may acguire the right to claim part of his share of the estate,

The other expenses were:

Digging the Grave ....ovvviiennnrreneens...$3.20
Burial Permit ......... Ceeeeas verrsrrerases. 100
Carts for the Funeral ......... PR & 3 4
Invitations ....... e Cereerraraars veeees 125
Ricksha Fare ........ccovvevinunnnn. P
Service and Tips ........covvvnns Crerereerreas 5.35

Miscellaneous cerererer e 275
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Funerar No. 7

A ffty-six-year-old widow paid $143.25 for the funeral of her
sixty-year-old husband. This was almost five times their usual
montily income. Over $100 of the funeral expenses had to be
met by borrowing, as the funeral presents amounted only to
$35.20 and the family had no surplus. They were not living
within their income and, the month before the funeral, had had
to borrow $100 to meet the deficit accumulated during the first
half of the year. Probably borrowing was fairly easy, as the
couple had accumulated enough property to give them an income
of some $30 a month from rent. A fourteen-year-old boy and a
sixteen-year-old girl were the other members of the family.

In their main items, this funeral and the preceding one are
almost identical. The coffin cost $53, the grave-clothes $10. The
funeral shop charged $19 for the carriers, the musicians, and the
use of the funeral equipment. The Buddhist monks received $5.
Digging the grave cost $3, and the death certificate $1. Presents
and food placed before the coffin cost $1.35; paper money, $1.10;
other paper articles to be burned, $3; paper flowers, 22 cents,

The family spent $10 for white cloth for their mourning
clothes, 100 coppers (26 cents) for the rent of the special clothes
worn at the funeral; and 15 cents for the rent of the white cloth
cover put on the Peiping cart in which the widow rode to the
cemetery.

Food for the funeral feast cost $17.40; and fuel and service
$4.85. The rent of the tables, chairs, and other equipment for the
feast was $2.50. Carts for the funeral, rickshas, and other
transportation cost .$7.90. Miscellaneous expenditure was 56
cents. Only 100 coppers (26 cents) was spent for tobacco.

Funerarn No. 8

A government school-teacher spent $96.50 for the funeral of
his twenty-one-year-old wife, This amount was more than three
times his usual monthly salary, and 42 per cent of the amount he
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actually received for his work during the year.” All government
school-teachers were paid irregularly, and he received only half
of his salary of $30 a month. Your months of the year, he re-
ceived no salary at all. In order to meet his expenses for the
year, including those for the funeral, he sold some property for
$100, collected $67 of outstanding loans, and borrowed $276,
most of it from his father-in-law.

His wife and his wife’s father were Christians, but that fact
did not seem to have any special influence on the amount spent
for the funeral. The coffin cost $25, the carriers $15, the musi-
cians $3% Digging and closing the grave and tips to the care-
taker amounted to $3.20. As the fineral was in June, an awning,
rented for $3.20, was stretched over the courtyard in place of the
ustial mat pavilion. The rent of tables and chairs was $2.50.
Food for the feast cost some $16; service and tips, $9; wine for
the guests, $3.40; tobacco, $2.60. Fresh flowers for the funeral
cost $3.40; the paper cart, paper money, et cetera, $4; carts for
the funeral, $1.90. Health expenses previous to the wife’s death
amounted to $55.25,

Friends and relatives attending the fumeral contributed $47,
or enough to cover almost half the cost of the funeral. A large
part of this possibly came from the wife’s family, who may have
been specially generous because of the financial difficulties of the
teacher, , . .

H.,dzwu?ﬁ_. No. 9

When the mother of a clerk in one of the electric companies
died, the company gave him six months’ extra salary, or $300.
He spent $279 of this for the funeral, so it was an anusually fine
‘one, The itemized accounts could not be secured, but the usual
funeral expenses, coffin, carriers, et cetera, amounted to $178,
Besides this, $11 was spent for paper money, figures, houses,
boxes, et cetera, to he burned at the grave; $10 for mourning
cloth; and $80 for the funeral feast, No money presents were
reported.

HOUSES FOR THE OTHER WORLD

These are burned to provide a home for the spirit of
the deceased.

PAPER SERVANTS

i irit of the deceased the wash-basin and towel, tea and
They will offer the mEmw.rnm they carry in their hands,



MOTOR CAR FOR THE QTHER WORLD

After passing through fire these vehicles will be available when needed by the
spirit of the deceased.
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m_dmewH. No. 10

When two brothers, seventeen and fourteen years old, lost their
widowed mother, they spent $29.15 for her funeral, even though
the older brother was earning only $13 a month as a ricksha
man, and there was a deficit in the family budget. Relatives and
friends came to their help, and the funeral presents amounted to
$33.20, or more than enough to cover all the funeral expenses.

Fuxnerar No. 11

Three sons, when they buried their eighty-year-old mother,
gave her a funeral that cost $194.30, or more than three months’
income. The average monthly income was $62.15, a little more
than half of which was from the rent of property. The remainder
was from the wages of the three sons, a peddler, a teacher, and a
clerk.

The coffin cost $57; bringing the coffin to the house, $3; and
putting the body into the coffin, $1. The cost of the grave-
- clothes was $16. The musicians and coffin carriers were given
$27 ; the priests $10; and the diviner, who picked out the proper
day for the funeral and the proper place for the grave, $3. The
men who prepared and closed the grave received $2.75. The
burial permit cost $1. The paper cart, horse, money, et cetera,
burned as part of the funeral, cost $5.30; a garland of white paper
flowers for the coffin, $1; and the single white paper flowers
worn by the guests, 50 cents. Only $1.50 was paid for the carts
that followed the coffin, so there must have been few female rela-
tives to go to the cemetery. The family included only one
daughter-in-law and two granddaughters. The male mourners
walk in front of the catafalque, ,

The feast cost $40.90 for food and service, and $5.25 for fuel.
The:rent of the mat pavilion, tables, chairs, was $5; and $1 for
the lamp used to light the pavilion.

Friends and relatives contributed $41.60 toward the funeral
expenses. The other $150 came from savings and borrowing.
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Fuxerar No. 12

The funeral expenses for the forty-seven-year-old father of a
family of eight children—four boys and four girls ranging in age
from two to seventeen years—amounted to $122.50. - The funerat
presents from friends and relatives totaled $188, considerably
more than the cost of the funeral. The cofin cost $50; the car-
riers, $20; white cloth and clothing, $14.30. Five dollars was
paid for the grave, and $22.55 for transportation by cart and rail-
road.” The $1.20 paid for invitations to the funeral seems to be a
fairly standard charge for middle-class families. The coffin pil-
low cost 60 cents; white string and paper flowers, 70 cents; and
incense, 13 cents, "

There was o expenditure for a feast. Apparently none was
held in Peiping, as interment took place at the ancestral home in
Hopei province. The expense of any feast served as part of the
ceremonies there apparently was met by the members of the
family who lived there. Soon after the family returned to the
city, and ahout three months after the funeral, the widow spent
$22.50 for return presents to be sent to those who thad helped
at the time of her husband’s death, _

The account shows that the family spent $20 for a doector for
the father, and $80 for medicine. A nephew came to Peiping to
help care for his uncle for two months before his death. The
man is reported to have died because he lost his job. He had
been working for the railroad, with a salary first of $150 and then
of $100 a month. This decrease in salary evidently came as a
result of the financial difficulties of the railroad caused by the

disturbed conditions in North China. .

The father was the only wage-earner, so after his death the
family was forced to live on its savings. The widow moved from
a nine- to a five-room house, and dismissed one of the two ser-
vants. The children stayed in school, howerver, even though tui-

tion and books cost $86. In six months, the family used $660 of
its savings.
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Founerar No. 13

Three brothers paid $257.15 for their sixty-year-old father’s
funeral, Earlier the same month the family spent $110.50 for
the third son’s wedding (Wedding No. 4).. The two older
brothers were already married, and one had a two-year-old son.
Although the family income averaged only $75 a month, the
expenditure of $367.65 apparently did not greatly nw.moﬁ the
finances of the household. In preparation for the wedding, .__“ro
family had saved some $140, the presents received at the ﬁmno
of the wedding totaled $47, and those for the funeral $115, ér._nw
Teft only some $65 to be met by borrowing, Probably .‘coﬂwoi_nw.
would not be difficult, as almost one-third of the family income
came from rent. )

Instead of huying a coffin, the sons bought the rough wood
for $78.70 and paid the coffin-maker $15 for his labor, They also
gave him a tip of $2. Varnish for the coffin cost m.m. The grave-
clothes cost $32.20, and white cloth for the mmu:_%.m mourning
clothes $15.30. The priests received $20 for their services.
‘Their servants were given a tip of $2. Thirty-nine dollars was
paid for the musicians and carriers. Paper money, houses, boxes,
images, et cetera, cost $10.90. The Peiping carts for the funeral
cost $6. Ricksha fares amounted to $5.10. The nm_.oﬁwﬂ. at the
grave recetved $4.50, and the writer of the death certificate 50 -
cents. o

Apparently the family offered no feast to their visitors, as tea,
cake and melon seeds were the only food items reported. These
cost only $3.25. The fuel expenditure of $4.20 was largely for
candles and kerosene. .

Wine for the guests cost $7 and cigarettes $1. Tips to ser-
vants and the wages of an extra maid-servant chnnnwa to $3.
The funeral invitations cost $3.50. Besides the $115 in money

presents, friends also gave six pieces of cloth and two wreaths.
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Funerar No. 14
~
The most expensive funeral was that of a woman sixty-four

vears old. She had been living alone in a two-room house that
she owned. From the rent of other property, she received an
average income of $17 2 month. Just why she was Living alone

is not clear, whether from choice, or because she had no immedi- ,

ate family in Peiping. Her relatives spent $744.85 for her funeral,

The coffin was specially fine. It cost $205 and was furnished
with a blanket and pillow that cost $4.30. A $200 coffin is often
called a “five, six, seven” coffin, the hottom being five inches
thick, the sides six inches, and the top seven inches. The weight
of such 2 coffin is about 850 catties, or 1,150 pounds.

Instead of putting up a mat pavilion in the coturtyard, the
family had the coffin carried to a temple and held the funeral
services and feast there. They paid $20 for the use of the
temple, gave the priests $26, and paid the diviner $6.20 for his
services, The undertaker’s shop that provided the musicians,
carriers, catafalque, and other paraphernalia received $96.65.

Food for the feast cost $181.65. More than half of this,
$107.65, was spent for the various kinds -of meat. Pork was the
principal item and cost $76.65. Only $2 was spent for mutton ;
$5.40 for salt meat; and $10.65 for fish and sea cucumbers. The
various flours, grains, bread, cakes, et cetera, cost $35.75. Of
this, $19.15 was for rice and $13.60 for noodles. Tea-leaves cost
$7.15, wine $10.10, but cigarettes only 22 cents. Fuel for cooking
the feast cost $12.80, and light $6.45. The cooks, walters, ser-
vants, received $58.35 as wages and tips. A maid-servant was
paid 80 coppers (20 cents) a day.

The details of the account show some of the interesting funeral
customs and their cost. The name tablet, to be put with the
family ancestral tablets, cost 90 coppers, 23 cents, and the box
to hold it 310 coppers, 79 cents, Ninety-five cents was given to
the beggar hired to watch the funeral objects standing at the
gate, . The head carrier who led the coffin to the grave received
a tip of 8 cents besides his wages. Ouly 15 cents was spent for
cleaning the graveyard. Twenty coppers, 5 cents, were thrown
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into the open grave, One dollar was spent for Hmnm.n round pieces
of white paper money which were tossed into the air as the nommn
was carried through the streets. The paper money burned during
the funeral ceremonies cost $8.40; the paper houses, carts, boxes,
et cetera, $4.20; incense $1.50. Thirty cents was spent for large
and small account-books in which were entered the funeral ac-
counts and the funeral presents. The funeral invitations cost $9
and the card of thanks 80 cents. Photographs Om. the funeral cost
$7.50. .

The funeral expenses were met either from savings, or, more
probably, from the sale of some of the dead Jaon.smﬁ.m property.
The money presents amounted to $90.70. This included 31,000
coppers ($79.08).

Other items were:

Nailing the Cofinl vvvoieverirraisracerenaed 200
Owﬂlwm% and Rickshas ...... eannerneas mmww
Burial W_mg: F Creeeeaaes 100
Whte Cloth for Grave and Woining Ciothes 3050
Feast Food .......co.nn eenas PR £.)

Grain and Flour ........ ...t ceun. 3575

Meat .ovvirivnnicennnen AU ..107.65

Vegetables ........c.covveen. veeas 2200

Condiments .........- eeaens Hmmm

Fruit ..oocevvneenes -

Extra Meals .....ccievvannann .ee. 365 278
House Equipment .............. veteeraerens

MISCEIIANEOUE vyevevevanensrsrscasrsronceas 277



XI
INDIVIDUAL FAMILY BUDGETS

In other chapters the figures are averages. They give
a picture of how average families with different amounts
of income get and spend their money. - Many items of
individual family spending are lost in the average—how
one family meets a period of unemployment ; how another
reduces its standard of living in order to save money and
pay off outstanding indebtedness; how some families,
even those with low incomes, are able to show a surplus
at the end of the year; how others live beyond their in-
come. In order to bring out these and other -individual
items, it has seemed worth while to include the complete
details of the accounts of a number of families; to give the
source of the family income, the number of days on which
income was received ; to show how deficits were financed,
to compare the individual expenditures with the averages
for the income group.

The twenty budgets given here are examples, though
not necessarily typical examples, of the families in the
~ different income groups. They have been chosen so as to
include some families with a surplus, and others with a
deficit. Several have been selected because they bring out
unusual family problems and budget items.

Food is so much the most important jtem in the budget
that the figures for it have been given in considerable de-
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tail, the amounts used per cost consumption unit as well
as the total expenditure, the amount spent for the different
kinds of food, meat, vegetables, fruit. The figures natu-
rally show a wide variation. Part of this B the result of
personal taste and choice, but it is also definitely ooﬁ.gonﬁ&.
with the size of the family income, the number in the
family, the amount spent for food, et cetera. HWm. amount
for food per cost consumption unit per month varied mnoa
$2.35 to $12.80, the proportion of the food expenditure
spent for grain and flour from 91.8 to 41.1 per cent,
There was 3 large increase in the mEOﬁ.E spent per o.omﬁ
consumption unit and a sharp decrease in mam." proportion
spent for grain and flour when the family income rose
2 month. .
wvo%h Mww%m instances, we have found it difficult to translate
the names of the Chinese foods, as many of them are used
only in China. This is specially true of the _unmmmm mnm
cakes, of which there is a great variety, The term “cake
as used here includes unsweetened cakes made from wheat
or corn flour, shao-ping, lao-ping, wo-wo %w& ; “dough-
nuts,” ma-hua, fried bread, and yu-t'iao, strips of batter:
fried in deep fat. . .
Taken together, the accounts should give a moog pic-
ture of the life and problems of individual mmEEmm living
in Peiping. They should also show, approximately at
feast, and in an individual rather than an average way, the
standard of living obtainable with different amounts of
income; and what, according to the Chinese scale, Bﬁwﬁ
be said to constitute a minimum, a fair, a reasonable
standard of living,
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- Buncer No. 1
Awerage Monthly Income, $8.05
Famaily of 2—1.7 Cost Consumption Units

A widow, sixty-six years old; and her danghter-in-law, forty-
four.

The women tried to support themselves doing sewing and
washing, but earned only $64.70 during the year. This is an
average of 24 cents a day for the 269 days on which they report
income, or 18 cents a day for the entire year. It is well-nigh
impossible for two people to live on this amount. - Gifts, borrow-
ing, the sale of rings, earrings and other property added $31.85,
virtually a third of the income,

The rent for the one-room house outside Chang I Men was
only 200 coppers, 51-55 cents a month, 6 per cent of the budget.
This is a low rent, both in amount and per cent. Rent usually
takes from 10 to 12 per cent of the budget.

The two women spent $68.95 for food during the year, or 72
per cent of the budget. This is not an unusually large proportion
for families with low incomes, but the expenditure per cost con-
sumption unit, $3.40 a month, is $1.10, 48 per cent, more than
the average for the families receiving less than $10 a month.
This relatively large expenditure per cost consumption unit, and
the fact that the women used comparatively large amounts of
rice and wheat flour, seems to indicate that they have known a
much higher standard of living in the past. Almost three-
quarters of the food expenditure was for grain, flour, bread, et
cetera. The amount purchased was one catty, one-and one-third
pounds, per cost consumption unit per day. Doughnuts and
bread cost 40 cents. The year’s expenditure for meat was only
$3.35 and for fruit 55 cents. Vegetables for the year cost $6.90
and condiments $7.30. Even with this small amount, they pur-
chased 14 different kinds of condiments. The principal ones
were hsiang-yu, or cooking oil, $2.05; tea-leaves, $1.60; salt,
$1.25.

The women-did their cooking and heated their house with only
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1,372 catties, less than a ton, of coal and coalballs. The monthly
expenditure for kerosene was only 13 cents, the annual consump-
tion. being about 2.5 gallons. Nothing was spent for water, as -
they were able to get it free at the public well.

Clothing cost $1.85 per person. For the income group, the
average was only 77 cents per person. The 13 cents spent mon.
religion was for incense and paper money. Entertainment in-
cluded 10 coppers a month for wine and 12 for ﬁowmnno.. H..ro-.n‘
was no expenditure for education, communication, contributions,
or service,

Per Per
. Amount cent Amount  cent
Total Income ...$96.54 100.0 Total Expend. ..$96.5¢ 100.0
Wages ........ 6471 670 Food ..... ... 6897 716
gonm@ Borrowed 200 2.1 Fuel .......... 1499 155
Loans Returned 1.69 Clothing -..... 3.67 .
Rent ...... vee. 574

mw

. m w
i .. 10.60 Health ....... . L02 1,

Miscellaneous Health et 28 %m
0.1

0.2

H.
H.Hounﬁ%mo_&...wm.mw w%
Deficit ......,. 121 L

OO0

msﬂnnﬁm.EEamﬁ.H.mm
Religion ...... .13
Miscellaneous .. .22
Total Food .....$68.97 100.0

Grain and Flour 5068 = 73.5 Food per C, C. U.

...... .$3.38
Vegetables ..... 680 100 ﬁn“n month ... mm.
Condiments .... 7.32 106 Catties per C. C. U. per year:
Fruit ..... eee. W05 0.8 Grain and Flour ........473
Meat ....v0e... 337 48 Salt ..... @
Miscellaneous .. .16 0.2 Hsiang-yt v.cvveerisnens " 3

_ Buocer No. 2 .
Awerage Monthly Income, $10.50
Family of 6—3 Cost Consumption Units

Man, forty-four ; wife, forty-two; boys, seven, five, three; and
one girl, eleven.

' This budget is close to the absolute minimum and shows how
some of the very poor live in Peiping. The man is a metal
worker. As he is lame, his wife sells the things he makes. In-
come was reported on 300 days. The average was 35.7 cents, or
294 cents a day for the entire year.
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All but $2.30 of the man’s earnings was spent for food. This
was .mm per cent of the budget, or 94 per cent of the cash ex-
_umﬁw_ﬁwm.r Surplus, and most of the rent, were not cash expendi-
tures. - Hm.un. amount spent for food was $164.70, or $2.90 per cost
consumption ueit per month. Three-quarters of this was spent
for corn flour, the cheapest of the flours. Of the 1,530 eatties of
grain Bu@.moﬁ. bought by the family, 1,410 catties were corn
flour. This 470 catties of corn flour per cost consumption unit
was some 165 catties, 53 per cent, more than the average amount
of all kinds of flour used by families with incomes from $10 to
$i5a H.ﬂonmr It meant, of course, that the family diet was almost
exclusively corn porridge, or corn bread. Ninety-two per cent
of the food expenditure was for grain and flour, Seventy-two
per cent is the average for the $10 income group.

i

Per
Amount cent At T

Total Income $12642 100.0 Total Expend. aum%wmﬂ uonwﬂ
Wages ....... 107.02 847 Food . .
Rentl . ... ... 880 69 Fua o G S
Miscellanecus .. 10.60 84 Clothing .. 2.69 21

Rentl ........ 048 75
HﬂHomeuﬂnwnmmom 57 0.5
ealth ....... .

.Hoﬂw. Food.....8104.71 100.0 House Equipm't %w w%
Grain and Flour 9621 918 Entertainment 04
Vegetables .... 320 3.1 Loans Repaid.. 69 06
Condiments ... 459 4.4 Surplss ... 5.97 47
Fruit .,....... 06 0.1 .
Meat «vvvursss .65 0.6 Food per C. C. U.

per month ........... $2.90
Catties per C. C. U, per :
Grain and Flour oo 510
Salt ............ e 7
Hsiang-yu ..... PR |

Satt for ﬂuw year cost $1.60 and tea $1.15. Only 90 cents was
mwms._” for hsiang-yu, as the children were able to get most of the
family supply m.H.oE. broken barrels in the railroad yards,

. M_Wm expenditure for meat was only 65 cents. All but 5 cents
of this was spent at Chinese New Year. Vegetabl
cost $3.20 and fruit ouly 6 cents. ® e for the year

1 Rent Value—House given by relative.

45 cents per persom.
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The only mxuma&EHm. for light, fuel and water was $1.70 for

some three gallons of kerosene. The children gathered coal and
coalballs from the dumps and the railroad yards. There was no
expenditure for water, as it was carried from the public well.

The family lived in a one-room house outside the city wail

near Chang I Men. In December they paid 68 cents rent, but in
January they moved into a relative’s house and thereafter had
no rent to pay. The rent value of the relative’s house was 80

cents a month as it was in poor condition.

The clothing expenditure was only $2.70 for the entire year,

The only entertainment item reported was 4 cents for tobacco.

The 57 cents spent for fransportation was for a ricksha to take

the wife on a special business trip.
Sixty-nine cents was paid to a pawn-shop to redeem a pledge.

The surplus of $5.95 is a surprising item, especially when the
size of the family and the low standard of living are considered.
The family, however, assured us they had that much money in
hand. Any family that can save money on such a budget are

surely HoE.muw.wEm planners,

Wduome. No. 3
Average Monthly Income, $14.70
Family of 5—4.4 Cost Consumption Units

Man, forty-seven; wife, forty-six; sons, twenty-six and seven-
teen; daughter-in-law, twenty-five.

The father is apparently the only wage-earner in the family.
He is a mason and earned from $12 to $16 a month. He was
paid by the month during the first half of the year, but by the
day after May. His daily wage was 260 coppers, 65 to 70 cents.
He worked 130 days during the six summer and autumn months.

The family lives in a one-room house near the Drum Tower.
The rent is $2 a month, almost twice the average for this income

group.
Food took 70 per cent of the family expenditure, but even so
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the amount per cost consumption unit was .Hos: only $2.35 a
Eon%. Seventy per cent of the food expenditure was for .w.nm?.
and flour, the amount purchased being 1,130 catties, or about
m»%mn.nmﬁwm of a catty per cost consumption unit per Qmu%. Most of
this was millet, millet flour, and corn flour. Bread and dough-
nuts cost $1.60. The expenditure for salt was $1.40, and for tea
$4.15. The amount spent for hsigng-yu was low, $2.10, but was

supplemented by $2.45 spent for lard. The family spent $9.20 for -

Md.mmr but only $1.65 for fruit. Vegetables cost only 3 cents a
ay.

Per
. Amount cent Amount Yot
Total Income ..$176.27 100.0 Total Expend. .ﬁuma.qu ”mwno
Wages ....... 166.67 94,5 Food ...
Miscellaneous . 9.60 55 Fuel ....... mewm wmm
mMonM:.ﬁm. vee.. 174 1.0
Total Food ....$124.01 100.0 Communication NA.Wmc Hmm
Grainand Flogr 8699 702 Contributions . 20 0.1
Vegetables ... 1077 Health ...... 119
: 87 . 0.7
Condiments ... 1475 119 glouse Bquipmt 45 0.3
Froit ........ 167 13 pervice ....... 01 .
Meat .o oonor . 919 74 Mmﬁ.m_..wmmnammn 26 0.1
Miscellaneous . .64 0.5 Nm.rw.“o: ...... 27 01
g Miscellaneous . 83 0.5
Food per C. C. U. Surplus ...... 229 1.3
per month ....... ... 8235
Catties per C. C, U. per year:
Grain and Flour ........ 257
Salt vieviiiinnn. e 4
Hsiang-yu .....cvcvvnnn. 1

Heat, light and water amounted to 11.8 per cent of the budget
only a little more than average. Water cost only 17 nmﬁm. m”
month and kerosene 22 cents. The total for coalballs was $13.25
for 1,920 catties, 2,500 pounds, Charcoal and kindling cost mw.wm

”Hbm expenditure for clothing was only 35 cents per @mamon.
This was 1 per cent of the family income. For the income mnoﬂw.
the average is seven times this amount. .

The expenditure for religion was 18 cents for incense and 9
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cents for paper money. The family paid a house tax of 40 cents
in October and 20 cents in November.

Even though the income was only $14.70 a month, the family
was able to end the year with a surplus of $2.30.

Bupcer No. 4
Average Monthly Income, $18.50
Family of 4—2.6 Cost. Consumption Units

Man, thirty-eight; wife, twenty-nine; two sons, eight and four.

The man, a native of Tunghsien, has lived in Peiping more .
than ten years. He is a story-teller. His stories of Chinese
heroes and the glorious days and deeds of the past, told in the
tea-shops and other places where workmen congregate, win for
him an average income of 50 cents a day. On some days, he gets
only 10 or 20 coppers. His best day brought him $2.20. Except
in March, when he reported income on only 18 days, he missed
only one or two days a month. His wife added $20.50 to the
family income by sewing. .

The family live in a rented house in the South City near
T’ien Ch'iao. For the first six months of the year, their rent
was $1 a month. They moved in May, and then paid $2 a month.
The total expenditure for rent was $20, or 9.1 per cent of the
budget. ‘This is about the average for the $15 income group.

Food took only 47.2 per cent of the budget, and amounted to
$3.30 per cost consumption unit per month. The average for
the income group was $3.55. Seventy-one per cent of the food
expenditure was used for the purchase of grain and flour, the
largest amounts being for wheat flour and millet flour. The
total amount purchased was 319 catties per cost consumption unit,
less than a catty a day. Bread and doughnuts cost $5.15. Of
the $7.90 $pent for meat, some $2 was spent for the New Year
feast. Mutton for the year cost $1.65; beef, $1.25; and pork, 83
cents, The family spent 2.5 cents a day for vegetables, and only
three-tenths of a cent for fruit. Only $1.90 was. spent for tea;
$1.35 for salt; and $3.35 for hsiang-yu.
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Heat, light and water cost $18.55, or about two-thirds of the
average amount for the income group. Water for the year
mﬁcu.ﬁﬁom to $1.90, and kerosene to $2.90. The family did its
Momr_um. and heating with only 1,570 catties, 2,100 pounds, of coal-

2115,

O._om._mnm cost $4.25 per person, almost twice the average for
the income group.

Per Per

. Amount cent Amount cent

Total Income ..$218.84 100.0 Total Expend. $218.84 100.0
Wages ....... 20425 933 Food :
Miscellaneous . 1459 67 m.mmp s Hmmmm Amm

m_o%am ...... 1694 77
. toveeinns,

Total Food ....$103.36 100.0 Health o100 Nmmm w”m
Grainand Flour 7341 710 gouse Bquipm't - 113 05
<nmamm_&nm .. %00 g7 maﬂ:nm. 33 0.3
Condiments ... 10.8¢ 105 = Lnotertainment 533 24
Froit ... ... 1 Religion ...... .63

. 20 11 0.3
Hﬁwmﬁ ......... 790 7% Loans Made .., 10.00 4.6
Miscelianeons . 111 11 . Miseellaneous . 57 04

Surplus ...,,. 3955 181

Food per C. C. U.

per month ........... $3.32
Catties per C. C. U. per :
Grain and Flour . v . %mmws
Salt ....... eeraaa. ceene 7
Hsiang-yu ........ rreen 3

| wmnmmwwwmomwﬁmwwmmmﬂmﬂonm and contributions are conspicuous

Ten aom_w..m more than covers the amount spent for health
house equipment, service, religion and entertainment. The um.
aﬁ.#m for mmwﬁ.nm was made up entirely of the 10 coppers a month
m.m& the toilet cleaner, and 1 copper a month paid for the street
lights. The police collected a house tax of 20 coppers a month
deE. July on. Entertainment included a regular monthly ex-
penditure of 33 cents for tobacco, besides various kinds of pres-
nn..nm. The religious observances of the family cost them 63 cents
Eighteen cents of this was for the paper gods put up in the ronmm.

at Chinese New Year, and ther
, e was a regular monthl i-
ture of about 3 cents for incense, Y cxpends
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The family surphis of $39.55 was unusually large and rather
surprising considering the low expenditure for foed, but both
the first and second six months show a surplus. There is always
the possibility, of course, that it may have been used for un-
reported expenditure, but the family said they had the surplus in
cash. : :

Bupcer No. 5

km@&ﬁwm Monthly Income, $18.80
Family of 7—4.3 Cost Consumption Units

Man, forty-five; wife, thirty-eight ; mother, seventy; two soms,
seven and four ; two daughters, thirteen and nine, , o

This family story shows what happens to a Chinese family
when the breadwinner is taken sick and family belongings and

- even children must be soid to tide over the emergency.

A fairly prosperous ricksha man, owning his own vehicle, was
sick in January and February, and could work only 11 days dur-
ing the two months. As a result he had to sell his ricksha. He
received $17 for it, but even with this amoumnt, there was so little
money that the family had to do something to check the drain on
their resources and provide food for the children. They finally
sold one of the children for $5. It could not be learned whether
the child was sold as a slave, or taken as a imember of another
family. In either case, money might be paid to the child’s parents.
Further investigation brought out the fact that the family had
previously given away two other children.

When the man could return fo work he rented a ricksha for
30 to 38 coppers a day. He reported earnings on 289 days, the
average being 55 cents a day or 44 cents a day for the entire
year. The income for the days he worked is about 5 cents more
than the average for the 36 ricksha men included in this study;
but this is more than offset by the fact that the family has seven
members, while the average ricksha mag’s family has only 4.4.
The wife added $25.85 to the family income by washing. The
seventy-year-old mother helps occasionally by gathering coal on

the dumps.
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The family first lived in a two-room house outside the East
City Wall, for which they paid $1 a month. The rent was raised
to $1.50 in June, so they moved into a one-room house for which
they paid 80 cents a month. In September, they moved to an-
other two-room house where the rent was $1.20 2 month. The
total rent expenditure was $12.70, or 5.6 per cent of the budget.

The expenditure for food was $2.90 per cost consumption unit
per month. This is a low amount, 65 cents below the group
average, but because of the size of the family, the proportion
spent for food was high, 66.5 per cent, or & per cent more than
the average for the $15-income group. Sixty-eight per cent of
the food expenditure was for grain and flour, the amount bought
being 354 catties per cost consumption unit. More than half of
this; 56 per cent, was corn flour. These figures are reduced some-
what by the fact that 10 per cent of the food money was used by
the ricksha man to buy food from the street restaurants, and
therefore was entered as miscellaneous food. The amount spent
for bread and doughnuts was $4.85. The family spent 4 cents a
day for vegetables, and a little less than 1 cent a day for fruit.
The meat expenditure of $4.90 included $1.10 for mutton, 48 cents
for pork, and $1.80 for peanuts. Tea cost only $1.10; hsiang-yu,
$1.05; and salt, $1.10. .

Clothing expenditure averaged only 76 cents per person.

The $27 spent for fuel included $1.40 for water ; $1.65 for
kerosene; and $4.70 for charcoal and kindling, The family ‘used
2,900 catties, two tons, of coalballs.

Someone in the family, probably the ricksha man, has had some
education, for 92 cents was spent for newspapers. The average
expenditure for tobacco was 21 coppers a month, and for wine 3
coppers. As the family lived outside the city, there was no ex-
pense for ash cart, street lights, or toilet cleaner, and nothing for
house tax.

The income account originally showed a total of $23.50 re-
ceived from property sold, money borrowed, loans returned.
Most of this was used to pay current expenses, but $2.30. was used
for capital expenditure and so is not included in the amounts
shown, Similarly, on the expense side, there was a total of $29
used in making loans to others, paying savings society dues, re-

r—
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paying money borrowed from the pawn-shop. These mBo:.Enm
were not included in the budget, however, as they were capital
expenses and were not met from current msn.oSn. The fact that.
virtually nothing is shown on the income side to balance these
capital expenditures will account for the Emm.m.mﬁmﬂnaoﬁ that H‘.No
had not paid for all the items shown on the budget, and so was in
debt to several individuals and stores.

Am wnﬂ Amount ..."m.om“
: ount cemn 1 .

Total Income ..$225.58 100.0 - Total Expend. "$225,58 100.0
Wages (man). 15008 705 Food ......... 14970 653
Wages ) Fuel ......... 701 128
(woman) .., 2587 115 Clothing ..... o8 23

g 0.8 wmmwmmm,m ... 106 05

d .. 180 , n ... . .
gm.m“nmwﬁmngna 1.00 04 Communication A‘mw %
Property Sold. 18.36 82 Health eerees .Ho o.H
Miscellaneous . 1947 86 House Equipm't . ,
Entertainment 2.30 1.0

Religion ...... 07
Miscellaneous . 17.23

Total Food ....5149.70 100.0 Interest ...... 5.55
Grainand Flour 10191 68.1 Food per C. C. U.

Vegetables ... 14.17 per month ...........52.00
Condiments ... 9.64

9.5
6.4
Fruit ........ 3.59 24 - Catties per C. C. U. per year:
3.3
0.3

N,
i Che

Meat .....v00. 492 . Grain and Flour mmm
Miscellaneous . 1547 10. Salt veeeniiiiiiaiaanaa, 3.
Hsiang-yu ..oovvvvsnnnas

Bupcer No.. 6
Awerage Income, $20
Manchu Family of 7—4.2 Cost Consumption Units

Man, forty-one; wife, thirty-six; an adopted nephew, eleven;
four daughters, twenty, sixteen, eight, two. .H—E, two-year-old
girl died in March, Another girl-child was bern in m%_nmavwh.
The man’s mother sometimes eats with the family but lives with
another somn. , .

The head of the family is a push-cart man. He uses a rented
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cart, for which he pays 30 coppers a day. During the first six
months, he was idle only six days, and those were at Chinese
New Year time. During the year, he worked 341 days. His wife
and daughter added to the family income by making toothbrushes,
for which they received 1 copper apiece, and by sewing and wash-
ing. The combined income of the three workers averaged 63
cents a day for the days worked, or 59 cents a day for the year.

The family lives in a one-room house inside Hatamen. Their
monthly rent is $1.50. The average rent for the mm@.EnoEm
group is $2 a month,

. The more than average size of the family, seven as campared
with 4.4, is clearly reflected in the expenditure for food. Sixty
per cent of the family income was used for food, or 5 per cent
more than the average for the income group. Not counting the
man—who bought most of his meals from food peddlers—the
amount per adult equivalent was $3.30 a month, 30 cents less than
the group average.. Grain and flour tock 60.5 per cent of the
family food expenditure. The group mdeMm was 61.8 per cent.
The amount purchased was 295 catties per adult equivalent, a
low amount. Most of this was millet flour and corn flour. The
family had only 80 catties of rice during the year ; and 148 catties,
or less than four bags, of wheat flour. They had only 14 cents’
worth of doughnuts and cakes. The expenditure for vegetables
was § cents a day, and for condiments about 5. Only $1 was
spent for fruit during the year. The principal condiment items
were $4 for hsiang-yu,; $2.90 for salt; and $4.15 for tea. The
meat expenditure of $9.50 included $2.90 for pork; $1.55 for
mutton; $1 for eggs; and $2.30 for bean curd.

Clothing expense averaged $2.25 a person.

The $31.05 spent for heat, light, and water is a little more
than the average for this group. Water cost 24 cents a month,
and kerosene 35 cents. The family used 2,870 catties, 3,800
pounds, of coalballs. )

The funeral expenses for the two-year-old mﬁH were $3. The
only expense reported in connection with the baby's birth in
September was $1 for the midwife. The man’s mother sent him
a gift of $15 when the baby was born. _ -

The 12 cents for service was the total of the 4 coppers a month
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paid for taking away ashes and refuse. The 60 cents for religion
included 40 cents for incense; 15 cents for paper money; and 5

" cents for paper gods. The $8 contribution was money sent to the

husband’s younger brother.
The family reported no savings, but had a cash surplus of

"$14.50. They also said they had some small debts.

Per Per

Amount cent Amount cent
Total Income ..$240.49 100.0 Total Expend. $240.49 100.0
14454 600

Wages ..... .. 21489 893 Foed ..... cees

- Mi . 60 107 Fuel ...... ... 3104 129
Miscellancous . . 23 Clothing ...... 1377 6.6
. : Rent ......... Hm.mm 7.3
. 100.0 Education .... . ..
Total Faod ... 31454 100 Contributions . 800 3.3
mﬂm.mﬂn mH-&. WMOEH mﬂ..mH. Qc.m H..Hﬂm.:T e N.WA. H.N
Vegetables ... 1015 7.0 House Equipmt .25 0.
Condiments ... 1830 127 Service ... ... 2 0.1
mﬂﬁmﬁ asmasaEN Huoo On“ muﬁm""m._namuﬁ -mm O-m
Meat ......... 948 66 Religion ..... . 59 03
Hﬁ_moazmsno:m . 1810 125 Miscellaneous .  3.99 17
Surplus ...... 14350 6.0

Food per C. C. U.

per month ....... ... 52.86
Catties per C. C. U. per year:
 Grainand Flour..........@5

Salt viviieieiiirearenaas 9

Hsiang-yil .vvivvernnress 2

Bupcer No. 7
Average Monthly Income, $21
Family -of 5—3.1 Cost Consumption Units

ENP. forty-two; wife, forty; two sons, twelve and nine; one
daughter, sixteen.

The man owns three rickshas. He pulls one, and rents the
other two. . o

The reported earnings of the family were ﬁao..mo. This in-
cludes the income from the wife’s sewing and washing, as ,.am: as
the amount earned by the ricksha man. It is mot possible to
separate entirely the man’s and woman’s earnings, but apparently
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his average wage was approximately 45 cents a day for the days
on which he worked, There were 95 days during the year on
which he reported no income. He worked only about one-half
the time in March, April, and August, and had only four days’
work in July. .

The gross rent of the two rickshas was $89.15, The expenses
were the monthly ricksha tax of 80 coppers; 60 cents for 2 uni-
form coat required by the police; $25.50 for tires ; and some 55
cents for minor repairs. The net income, therefore, was $58.80.
As the gross rent was only $3.75 a month for each ricksha, the
vehicles must have been second or third class. The rent of a
new ricksha is uswally about $6 a month.

The family lives in a one-room house in the South City near
T’ien Ch’iao. The monthly rent is 260 coppers a month, or an
average of 68 cents. This is an unusually low rent, and is one-
third of the average rent of the income group.

The family spent $139.65 for food, or 54.6 per cent of their
budget. This is the average proportion for their income group,
The amount per cost consumption unit was $3.75 a month. Sixty-
eight per cent of the food expenditure was used for purchasing

wedding only $3.70.

Amount
grain and flour, the actwal amount being 318 catties per cost Total Income ..$255.70
consumption unit. Most of this was wheat flour and millet flour, Wages ....... 140.52
The family bought only 55 catties of rice, and almost all of this Ricksha Rent.. 58.79
was for the festival feasts. Four dollars and seventy cents was Capital ....... 1069

i Miscellaneous . 45.70
spent for bread and doughnuts. The expenditure for meat was ; .

$14.50.. A large proportion of this was for the festival feasts,
and for the wedding feast for the sixteen-year-old daughter, who

Total Food ....$139.65
was married in April. The total included $5.55 for pork and

Grain and Flour 94.84
$4.20 for mutton. The chief condiment items were $4.50 for tea; Vegetables ..., 11.19
$3.30 for hsiang-yu; and $1.75 for salt. The family spent only Condiments ... waw
a little more than 3 cents a day for vegetables, and only 24 cents w.hﬂm” 141
a month for fruit, Miscellaneous . 80

The expenditure for light, heat and water was small, only
$7 for the entire year. This is due to the fact that the family
got water free, and the children gathered most of the family fuel
from the dumps and railroad yards. The expenditure for coal
and coalballs was only $1.95. For kerosene, it was $5.05,

The expenditure for clothing was large for a family of low

Per
cent

100.0

54.9
23.0

42
17.9

Food ....vvuns
Fuel .i.ivawene
Clothing ......
Rent .........
Education ....
Communication

Contributions .
Health ..... -
House Equipm’t
Entertainment

Religion ......
Miscellaneous .
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income, $43.65, or $8.75 per person. The average .m,.x. mn..m wsoo%uw
group was only $2.95 per person. The &wmﬁ.m:nm Hm_ chiefly du
to the fact that the family spent $18 for their daughter’s trousseau.
The wedding expenses of the sixteen-year-old mm:mr.ﬁmn were
$36.40, besides the amount spent for &oﬂr.mm. The wedding WRM-
ents, however, amounted to $32.70, making the net cost of the
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The two boys were studying in a hali-day school, but as wrMHm
was no charge for tuition or supplies, the entire expense for edu-
cation was only 12 cents. . .

The family spent nothing for service during the year, as there
‘was no charge for street lights, ash carts, et cetera. The house
tax was 20 coppers a month. ]

The original account showed a surplus of .mmm.mo., but this was
not included, as it was money borrowed and wmnﬁ.ﬁ& from the .
repayment of loans. The $58.80 spent for ricksha tires, et cetera,
.c.mmbw. a business expense, is not shown in the family budget, but
is deducted from the gross income from ricksha rent.

Per

. Amount cent
Total Expend. $255.70 100.0

139.65
6.9%
43.65
8.16
A2
1.40
S1
2.52
1.30
346

18
47.36

Food per C. C. U,
mun.n month ...........53.76

Catties per C, C. U. per year:
mﬁammnvmma Flour..........310
Salt ..cenernerarerrarnes m
Hsiang=yl «cvvesvanrsess

on
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(=9
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BubpceT No. 8
Average Monthly Income, $29

Christian Manchu Family of 5—3.2 Cost Consump-
. tion Units

Man, thirty-eight; wife, thirty-nine; two sons, fifteen and

three; a daughter, twelve. Another girl was born in November.

This budget shows how one family adjusted its expenditure
as it recovered from financial difficulties brought on by lack of
work, The expenditures for food, fuel, and rent were all kept
well below the average, in order that the family might buy needed
clothes and pay off some of its accumulated debts—a budget
plan that one cannot help admiring.

The man is a clerk and writer. His salary usually is $30 a
month, but he was paid only $20 for the last two months of the
year. The older son is an apprentice, so receives no salary.

The family lives in a one-room house near the Drum Tower.
The monthly rent is $1.20, less than half the average rent for
this income group.

The food expenditure was $3 a month per cost consumption
unit. For the income group, the average is $5.20 2 month., The
proportion of the budget spent for foed is also low, only 33.6 per

~cent. The average for the income group is 50.4 per cent. Of
the food expenditure, 62.3 per cent was for grain and flour, and
10.8 per cent for meat. This is virtually the same as the income-
group average. The amount of grain and flour purchased was
256 catties per cost consumption unit. Bread, doughnuts and
cake cost $6.25; pork, $3.05; and mutton, $4.75. Of the condi-
ments, tea cost $5.80; salt, $1.05; and hsiang-yz, $2. The ex-
penditure for vegetables was 2.8 cents a day, and for fruit about
3 coppers, less than 1 cent,

The expenditure for light, heat and water was only $22, or
$10 less than the income-group average; water, $2.25; kerosene,
$2.80; coalballs, $13.40 for 1,940 catties, 2,600 pounds.

The amount spent for clothes was $12.15 per person, two and
a half times the average for the $25-income group,
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The only expenditure for religion was the purchase of two
i ew Year’s cakes. .
wE%ﬂM mmwﬁmw repaid loans amounting to $62.75, most of which
went to the pawn-shops to redeem Qom.:sm.. et cetera. H.u must
have meant constant planning and m&mlmmunmw 8. save this sum,
as it amounted to almost one-fifth of the H.B..EG income.

Besides this, the family sent $10 to mrms. b.mn.m:ﬂ. m.b& mqﬂﬂ
loaned $18.80 to friends to help Enﬁ. with their mnmu.a._& wm..o -
lems. Altogether the family saved, mﬂﬁ.um.nmnr or contribute QM
relatives, a total of 27.1 per cent of its income, a most :55%
proportion, especially since it could be done only by wﬂom ¥
limiting the expenditure for food and heat, It .m_._oﬁmu that mﬂdu«
financial demands are made all too omﬁmmp on a family Eﬂn. has
work and an income; but explains a little m_mo. how H..NB;Hom.
when they are without work, get help from their relatives, or
loans from friends.

‘ .mfﬁo:nn nMMM - Amount OMMM
Total Income ..$350.60 100.0 Total Expend. awmpmww wa.o
T H . .
M ancons m%m.mw ow.m WHMMH ..... L2199 63
Miscellaneous . T . Clothing .o... 6079 174
. Rent ooeenne- Hw.ww m.w
Total Food ....5118.23 100.0 MMWnM“vaﬂnwmmr. 5% 0.3
Onmmswmm Flour wwm% omw Co uﬁﬂﬂwu:monm i Hmww ww
Vegetables ... ¥ A Health ....... : .
Oommmmamﬂﬁw PR HMMW HM% HlHoﬂMm mﬂﬂmbﬂuuﬁ me 19
Frait oo 309 45 Seiee oo O
. Miscellaneous . 190 16 Religion ...... 16 -
Loans Made .. 18.79 5.4
Food per C. C. U. Loans Repaid . 62.77 HNN
per month ...........53.08 Hgﬁn_.wmﬁ ...... Nwm | w.m
1 r: iscellaneous . 71 .
Catties per & e 25" Y556 SutplUs  uere, 328 09
N |

Hsiang-yu veeveereeeaens 1S
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Bupcger No. 9
, Awverage Monthly Income, $29
Fawaly of 6—3.8 Cost Consumption Units

Man, forty-eight; wife, forty-three; two sons, twenty-three and
seven; two daughters, twelve and three,

The father and oldest son are mat-shed builders. Their daily
income varied all the way from 80 coppers to $10, though appar-
ently the latter was special pay at New Year’s time. They
reported income on 343 days during the year, the average wage
of the two men being 87 cents a day. The wife added $16.90 to
the family income by her work.

The family lived in a one-room house in the South City, near
Hsiao Shih. Their rent was $2 a month, which is 35 cents more
than the average for the group, but about the average rent for the
district in which they live.

The food expenditure was low, $3.60 a2 month per cost con-
sumption unit, The average for the income group is $4.65. The
family spent a large proportion, 72.5 per cent, of its food budget
for grain and flour. The amount purchased was 428 catties per
cost consumnption unit. This was only ten catties more than the
income group average, but over one-half of it was corn flour.
This large proportion of corn flour might be expected, because
of the low expenditure per cost consumption unit. Doughnuts
and cakes cost only $1.30. The expenditure for meat, $9.25, was
about two-thirds of the average for this income group. During
the year the family had only ten catties of pork, and nine catties
of mutton. The amount for Asiang-yu was $5.45; for tea, $2.65;
and for salt, $2.10. Vegetables averaged 4.6 cents a day, but
only 92 cents was reported for fruit for the entire year.’

The total for fuel, $27.60, is $5 less than the group average.
Water cost 15 cents a month; kerosene 35 cents a month. For
fuel, the family used 2,510 catties, 3,347 pounds, of coalballs, and
spent $3.20 for charcoal and kindling,

~ The expenditure for clothing was $2.25 per person, just one-
half the average for the group. The family paid 7 coppers a
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month for the ash omnr,a coppers for the street lights, and 10

coppers a month to the scavenger. The house tax of 10 cents
as paid only once.

" OM_% 12 Wmﬁm was spent for tobacco, and only 3 cents for

wine, during the entire year.

Of the $3.55 spent for religion, $2.45 was spent for the New
Vear's festivities. This included 35 cents for iricense; 25 nmnmm
for paper money; 3 cents for a paper god; and $1.75 for fruit
for the New Year sacrifice.

The family ended the year with a reported surplus of $75.85, or
21.7 per cent of the budget. This is an cmum:m..nw large propor-
tion. The low expenditure for food and clothing makes it evi-
dent that the family must have been saving for some special

expenditure.

No—o

et , . Amount n”wwﬂ
Amount cent oun
Total Income ..$348.81 100.0 Total Expend. $348.81 100.0
‘Wages ....... 31896 91.5 Food ......... 165.29 &Wm—
Rent ......... 1680 48 m_mmhrmmm.. ceene mwmm 2
Interest ...... .05 .. othing ...... 13.08 39
Miscellaneous . 13.00 3.7 Wmﬂwm s 08
Communication w.wm H. H
: Ith ....... : .
Total Food ....$165.29 H.oc.o mmﬂ O it 113 1
Grainand Flour 11989 72.5 Service ......- 54 02
Vegetables ... 1694 103 . Entertainment 548 1.6
Condiments ... 1822 110 Religion ...... 354 1
Fruit ......... 92 0.6 Savings ...... 731 2
Meat ......... 924 56 Miscellaneous . 2027 5
gmmnm.:m.ﬂnguw . 08 - wdﬂbu.ﬁm e 75 83 21
Food per C. C. U, :
per month ........"%..$3.62
Catties per C. C. U. per year:
ﬂnmwﬂmmua Flour ..... ... 428
Salt +evvenrnansnvonneans 7
Hsiang-yi ..eeeeescssees 3
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Bupger No. 10
Average Monthly Income, $39
Family of 4—3.2 Cost Consumption Units

Man, forty; wife, thirty-seven; son, seven; apprentice, twenty-
two, ’

These people are natives of Shantung who came to Peiping
some 15 years ago. The man is a painter of lacquer boxes. His
income from the sale of the boxes varied from $26 to $57 a2 month.

He paid no regular wages to his apprentice, but made him a New

Year's present of $45, and gave him $30 at the time of the Au-
tumn Festival. The Autumn Festival present is seldom given
to an apprentice except for some special reason. It may mean
that the young man is about to complete his term after doing
exceptionally good work; or the business may have been very
profitable; or the apprentice may be getting married; or there
may have been some special event in his family.

The family live in a three-room house near Hsiac Shih in the
South City. Their rent is $6 a month. They use two rooms as
a workshop, and the third as a bedroom, The apprentice lives in
the é_uwwm.r,ow.

- The amount spent for food is low for this income group, only
30.3 per cent of the budget, or $3.70 per cost consumption unit.
For the group, the averages are 44.4 per cent and $5.20. The
family used only 328 catties of grain and flour per cost consump-
tion wunit, and spent $6.80 for bread, doughnuts and cakes. They
bought nine catties of pork and 13 catties of mutton during the
year, most of it for the three festivals. They spent $2.30 for
peanuts ; $5 for hsiang-yu,; $2.15 for salt, and $5.55 for tea. The
daily expenditure for vegetables was 3.7 cents. For fruit, the
total for the year was only $2.15. :

The expenditure for light, heat and water, $36.90, was $4.15
less than the average for the group. The amount for water was
25 cents'a month, and for kerosene 55 cents a month. The family

used 3,200 catties, 4,270 pounds, of coalballs,
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The clothing expenditure was $6.15 per person. The average

for the group was $5.75.

The family paid an average of 6 coppers a month for the ash
cart; 7 coppers for the toilet cleaner; and 15 coppers _moH. street
lights. They paid a total of 45 cents house tax. . .

The $35.10 spent for entertainment is unusually high, v:._n as
$10.40 was spent in February the family nwnmw have done some

ial entertaining for the New Year’s festival.
mwmm.rm average monthly expenditure for tobacco was $1.20, and

56 cents for wine. .

All but 15 cents of the 85 cents spent for nm.ﬂmmow was for in-
hinese New Year.
se and paper gods bought for C
omméw.w ﬁwo food expenditure only $3.70 2 Eom? per ,mn_n_n
equivalent, one would hardly expect to find the family H..mﬁam.m.
surplus om $45.65, but they reported that they rwm that mBonmﬁm in
hand at the end of the budget study. Besides this, they loaned a

relative $10 to help him pay

his debts at the Spring Festival.

The total in surplus and loans made was 119 per cent of the

annual income.

. Per
©Amount cent

Total Income ..m»mq.mo 100.0

¢< ........L.mh.m.oou.w
gmm%_mhnonm . 13.00 2.3

.Hn.vﬂh Food ....514L16 100.0
Grainand Flour 9311 660

Vegetables .... 1354 96
Oom&u.ﬁﬁm ... 1762 1235
Fruit co.oeve.. 210 1.5
Meat ......... 1248 B8
Miscellaneous . 2.25 1.0
Food per C, C. U.
vﬂ.ﬂpoﬁw ieeenesa.-$3.68
tties per C. C. U. per year:
Omohﬁnumnm Flour ........328
Salt mw
Hsiang-yui -soeevecsresssds

Per
Amount cent

Total Expend. $467.50 100.0

vivee.a.. 141160 30

WMM% iraeeae. 3689 79
Clothing ...... 24.56 5.2
Retit ...vee... 7200 154 .
Education .... 23 e
Communication  1.58 0.3
Contributions .. 52 01
Health ....... 476 1.0
House Equipm’t 173 0.4
Service ....... 7534 161
Entertainment 35.12 7.5
Religion ...... .85 02
Loans Made .. 1000 21
Miscellaneous . 17.12 3.7
Surplus ....... 45.64 938
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Bubpcer No. 11
~ Average Monthly Income, $46
Manchu Family of 4—2.4 Cost Consumption Units

Man, twenty-eight; wife, twenty-seven; two sons, five and
three,

The man is a clerk. He received $25 and $30 a month. He
also did some contracting work, the profit on which added $33
to his income, Fis father and older brother formerly received a
small pension as members of the Imperial Army.

The family owns its six-room home. The rent value is only
%6 a month, as it is outside the city wall.

The expenditure for food was $265, or 47.7 per cent of the
budget. The group average is 41.6 per cent. The amount per
cost consumption unit was high, $9.20 per month, $2.20 more
than the group average, and 2.5 times the amount spent in budget
No. 10. Part of this extra amount is due to the fact that the man
took many of his meals away from home, spending 28 per cent
of the family food expenditure for miscellaneous food. In addi-
tion to this, the family purchased 423 catties of grain and flour
per cost consumption unit; spent $11.60 for bread, doughnuts and
cakes; $3.40 for Asiang-yu; $1.30 for salt; and $8.95 for tea.

The meat expenditure of $30.25 included $4.50 for pork, $5.90
for mutton, $3.00 for eggs, $5.15 for fish, and $4.95 for peanuts.

Fuel cost only $28.30, Of this, 40 cents a month was for
water, and 25 cents for kerosene, The family purchased only
2,040 catties of coalballs, )

The expenditure for clothing was $16.70 per person, some
$6.40 more than the average for the group. The expenditure for
communication, $24.50, was more than three times the average
of the $40-income group. Most of it was for the upkeep of the
bicycle the man fode to work.

Educational expenses were small, only $275. The principal
item was a subscription to a newspaper which cost 13 cents a
month.’ . .

The expenditure for entertainment, $49.85, was unusually
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large, almost twice the mnoswu average. The amount for wine and
58 cents a month. ‘ .
"owm,ﬂw MMW? reported only $1.40 spent mcm. religion. All Jmowh. it
was for special food and cakes eaten at the time of the New Year
mn Festivals, .

mEW..WMM”MM there was a decided increase in the family p.nwg.“na
during the year, the expenditure more ﬂ.wmn kept pace .&wﬂ.o Hm_w..
come, and the family ended the year é:.r a deficit Om. $119.55.
This does not include $48.85 of loans repaid, aor $12 paid Mu ﬁm.o
savings societies, as these are capital expenditures. HM_.MH um
there -are such constant and insistent ﬁ.ﬂm_dm.n&,, mﬂwn additiona
expenditure that the man finds it well-nigh HEmomEEm o noBM
anywhere near balancing his _”Emmom. To do so on H.zmm @nmwﬂw
income, would mean a decided cut in the expenditure. for Moﬁﬂ
clothing and . entertainment. One cannot help wondering Hwn_n
the family met a period of unemployment that followed socon a
the end of the budget study.

Per
Fer Amount cent
Amount cent

Total Income ..m.mmm.qw 100.0 Total Expend. $554.71 1000
Wages ....... 36000 649 Food ......... Nmme aww
Rent ! .... 7200 130 Fuel ......co0n 28.28 o1
Interest ...... 3.15 0.6 n_omuw:m reeeee G083 120
Money Borrowd 3000 34 EECwn Tl 273 0
Wbmuwwmwwﬂ& 33 .. Communication 2432 44
Ummw: vere.. 8323 150 Health -....... mw s 4z

) House Equipm’t 158 .
Service ....... .58 0.1
Entertainment 49.86 wm
Total Food ....5264.87 100.0 ermmmwb no=m .. Mmm o“m
Grainand Flour 10912 411 18 . |

Vegetables .... 1527 5.8 Food per C. C. U.

Condiments ... wwmm mm per month ...........59.20

Fruit coeeevnn . X - C. C. U, por year:
Meat ......... 3025 114 Catties per C. C. U. per year: .
Miscellaneous . 7382 279 MMWE. mum wouu 3

Hsiang-yll .oveevienssnes 3
1Rent value—House owned. ,
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Bupger No. 12
Average Monthly Income, $54
Family of 2—1.9 Cost Consumption Units

Man, thirty; wife, twenty-eight.
This is a small, financially independent family. It owns sev-
eral houses and derives its entire support from rent. The cash
income varied from $38 to $70 a month, ordinarily being $40 a
month, with special payments made at festival time,
The family owns its home, a two-room house near Hsiao Shih
in the South City. The house is apparently in specially good con-
dition, as the rent value fs given as $10 2 month. For only three
other families was the rent $5 or more per chien per month,
The food expenditure was $7.40 per cost consumption unit, or
15 cents less than the average for the income group. Forty-two
per cent of the food expenditure was for grain and flour, the
amount purchased being 364 catties per cost consumption unit,
The amount for bread, doughnuts, et cetera, was $3.10. The
expenditure for meat was relatively high, $39.80, or 24 per cent
of the food total. It is unusual to find a family spending almost
twice as much for mutton as it does for pork, $9.55 for 33 catties
of pork, and $17.55 for 57 catties of mutton. The condiment list
included $1 a month for hsiong-yu; 60 cents a month for tea-
leaves; and 8 cents a month for salt. The daily expenditure for
vegetables was 4.5 cents, and 3.2 cents for fruit.

The amount spent for fuel is unusually small, only $23.60,
This is largely due to the fact that the family spent $17 for its
winter fuel just before the beginning of the budget study. The
average for the income group is $49.10. During the last seven
months of the year, the family spent-an average of $1.85 a month
for coalballs. Apparently they used about 290 catties of coalballs
a month. Water cost 19 cents a month, kerosene 60 cents.

Clothing cost $26.70 a person, some 65 per cent more than the
average for the income group.

Service was conspicuous by its absence, but consultation with

the family showed that nothing was paid for street lights, ash
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carts, et cetera. The $50 contribution was sent home to help
with H,E._m funeral expenses of a relative. Most of the umw n.msﬁm
spent for religion was for special food eaten at New Year’s time.

Tncense cost only 19 cents. . ) .

5\55 $119.45 spent for entertamment is more than twice %M
average for the group, It includes $2.35 a month mOn.demnMﬂm .m
lost gambling at Chinese New Year, and $25 for opium. ine

20 coppers. _
orted only once. The total was : .
SNWHW family had reasonable comfort and still had a surplus of
t the end of the year. o .

wﬁm.“mu though it took some special questioming to mmﬁ it Hm@oﬁo@m
the fact that the account includes ﬁmm spent for opium makes i
evident that the budget is complete.

Per
Per

t " Amount cent
Amount o 300 100.0
Total Income ..$643.00 100.0 Total am%mum. ma_w i
Rent? ........ 643.00 1000 WMM_ Nm..mH 3
Clothing ...... HWWMW HMW
' u. ''''' LN - -
Total Food ....§16843 1000 ineation 0. & ol
i Flour 70.66 419 . Communication 6. .
mmmwwmmm e H%.Mw Hm.m Quﬁw_&oa : mm.wm ww
i v 27 ¢ Health " ...... .10 .
ﬂonﬁuﬁpnnﬁm 11.78 7.0 mmﬂma Equipm’t 11.79 , 1.8
Froit ....c.0v0s ; 1856
Meat ...coeves mwmw Nww Wawﬁ.ﬂm_bﬁm:ﬁ Huo.mm o3
i i . . . o) 1 S . LU
Miscellianeous H.M Eﬂ:ﬁ.numa : mwmm ww
C.C. U Miscellaneous . . .
m,o%n_w Wmmﬂﬁ cerereenn §740 Surplus ...... 4398 638

tties per C. C. U. per year:
Opmhwﬂumua Flour m@M

Salt vverveensnrrrrnnacns S

Hsiang-yu «veeeenensss .

1 Rent value of house owned=$120.
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Bupcer No. 13
Average Monthly Income, $62
Fomily of 3—2.6 Cost Consumption Units

Man, forty-five; wife, forty; daughter, nineteen,

This family of three adults is able to live well within its in--

come, so its expenditure should indicate a standard that is accept-
able to the family and its social group.

The man is a head porter at one of the railroad stations. His
earnings fluctuated from 20 coppers to $5.60 a day, averaging

- $1.95 for 288 days worked, or $1.50 a day for the entire year,
The family own a five-room house in the South City. They.

live in two rooms, and rent three. The rent value of their rooms
is given as $2.50 each per month, When single rooms are sublet,
the rent per room is approximately 70 cents more than the esti-
mated rent value, This family received an average of $9.60 a
month for the three rooms rented,

The expenditure for food was $7.60 per month per cost con-
sumption unit, or 31.8 per cent of the budget. For the income
group, the averages are $6.50 a month, and 37 per cent. Grain
and flour took 47.7 per cent of the food expenditure, the amount
purchased being 420 catties per cost consumption unit. FEleven
dollars was spent for bread, doughnuts, et cetera. The expendi-
ture for meat was particularly high, $59.20, or 25 per cent of the
food expenditure. It included $12.85 for 44 catties of w.oww“
$19.90 for 64 catties of mutton; $5.60 for milk; $8.90 for eggs.
The total for hsizng-yu was $6.90; for salt, $1.70; and for tea,
$9.65. Vegetables cost 5.6 cents per day, and fruit 3 cents, .

The clothing expenditure was $13.70 per person, or a little
more than twice the average for the income group. Light, heat,

- and water cost $40.65, only 5.5 per cent of the budget. This

item included 20 cents a month for water; 58 cents a month for
kerosene; 30 cents a month for charcoal and kindling. The family
used 3,280 catties of coalballs, only 360 pounds, a month.

The only expenditure for education was 50 cents a month for
& newspaper,
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Eleven coppers a month was paid for the street lights, and
5 coppers a month for removing the ashes. The toilet cleaner
received 6 coppers a month. Beginning in July, the police col-
lected 2 house tax of 30 cents a month,

The amount spent for recreation and entertainment is high,
$46. The average for the group is $34.40. Wine cost 75 cents a
month, and.tobacco 60 cents a month. .

The family is evidently satisfied with its standard of living, .
for its surplus at the end of the year was $250, more than one-
third of the year’s income.

Per Per

Amount cent Amount _cent
Total Income ..$743.73 1000  Total Expend. $743.73 '100.0
veve... D95.83 747 Food ..... ..., 23638 318
Mwﬂmﬁmm vereesa. 17490 235 mﬂ_uo_w._. eereeens Mmﬂ mw
Miscellaneous . 13.00 1.8 5 mﬂ 1 wnm P 23
Education .... mww Ww

X 0.0 Communication . A
Total Food .. .&.mwmm 38 10 Communication 523 8.7
O.Hm.mﬂ. NH—Q. HJ_.OGH HHN.QW A.v.-\.« HIHQﬁmﬂ m&.ﬁmbanﬂ HW.HN N.A.
Vegetables ... 20.55 87 Service ....... 46 01
Condiments ... 29.25 124 Entertainment 46.00 62
C Fruit ......... 1194 51 Religion ...... 10.06 1.3
Meat ....... .. 5920 250 Loans Made .. 5.00 07
Miscellaneous . 2.69 11 Loans Repaid . 100 01
Food : C.C.U gmmnw:mbmonm . Nmmmw mm%

ooc per L. L. L. S evess 250 .

per month ...........57.58 urpias e

Catties per C. C. U. per year:
Grain and Flour ........420
Salt couiverriisneseniees 8
Hslang-yi +vevevsrneiaess O

Bupger No. 14
Average Monthly Income, $73

. Family of 7—4.7 Cost Consumption Units

Two mothers, fifty-four and fifty-two; son, twenty-six; daugh-
ter-in-law, twenty-three; daughter, seventeen; two granddaugh-
ters, three and one,

1 Rent value of house owned=$60.
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Clothing cost $10 per person, only a little more than one-half
the income-group average. . ,

Tuition for the seventeen-year-old daughter was $15, and she
spent $8.40 for books and supplies. The family reported paying
$1 a month for a newspaper for five months,

This family is noteworthy in that it is one where the father,
now dead, had two wives. These women both continue to live
with the family group. It is also a family that is heavily in debt,
and is using a large part of its income to repay borrowed money.

The son is a secretary and clerk, His salary was $40 and $45
a month, He also had an income of $10 a2 month from room rent,
and was paid interest of $5 a month for money loaned. He col-

Per Per
lected $2 tf th f land tsid f Peiping. Amount cent Amount cent
ected §26 rent for the use of land outside of Peiping Total Income ..$886.00 1000  Total Expend. $886.00 100.0

The family owns a 13-room house inside Hatamen, They use 50000 564 Foad 33394 377
nine rooms, and rent the other four. The rent value of their Wages ..o 0 8 Faol 0 YghEr Co
rooms is $2 a month each. They receive $2.50 each for the Interest ..... . 6000 68 Qoﬁrmnm ceeen. 700679
rented rooms. In November and December 1926, the family B Wﬁmﬁ_os meww Nmm.m
pal a month rent, as their house was occupied by relatives. - Total Food ....$333.94 100.0 ommunication 94 - 0.

id $8 h their h ied by relati Communic 7 09
Since the family live in a big house that they own, the rent value Grain and Flour 187.61  56.1 m.wwﬁwgnonm . HMWM mw
is a large item in the budget, 21.2 per cent, or almost twice the Vegetables ... 2923 88 House Equipm't 4.83 0.5

s Condiments .., 5608 16.8 ; 6 0
11.3 per cent average for the income group. Fruit ..o 1207 . 36 Wawﬁno. ....... mm.po m.m

Food for the family cost $334, or 37.7 per cent of the budget, a Meat ......... 4366 131 NMWM.H%_“.:EQH 366 04
little more than the average for the income group. Because of Miscellaneous . 529 16 mumm.#& ...... . mmmw _o.m
the more-than-average size of the family, the expenditure per Food per C. C. U. nterest ..... T 0.
cost consumption unit is comparatively low, $5.90 a month. The per month ....... ....3591 Miscellaneous . 277 03

Catties per C. C. U. per year:
Grain and Flour ........396
Salt ..... R (1
Hsiang-yu ....oevvevene. 6

average for the group is $8.35. As the expenditure per cost con-
sumption unit is so much less than the group average, it is not
surprising to find that the proportion for grain and flour is high,
56 per cent, while the group average is only 46.7 per cent. The
family purchased 396 catties of the principal grains and flours
for each cost consumption unit, and spent $640 for bread, dough-
nuts, et cetera. Vegetables cost 8 cents a day and fruit 3.2 cents.
The total for Asiang-yu was $13.10; for tea, $13.90; and for salt,
$3.85. The meat account included $10.95 for pork; $9.35 for beef
and mutton; and $7.90 for eggs. One-quarter of the meat ex-
penditure was made during January in purchasing supplies for
the New Year feast.

The large house required a little more than the average for
light and fuel. The expenditure for water was $1.60 per month,
for kerosene $1.05.. The family used some 5,100 catties of coal-
balls, :

The assessment for street lights was 20 coppers a month; for
sanitary service 40 coppers; and for removing ashes 20 to 170
coppers a month, the average being 75.

The expenditure for religion included $1.50 for incense; 2
cents for a paper god; and $2.15 for special feast food. The
$51.20 spent for entertainment is only a little less than the group
average. It included an average expenditure of 33 cents a month
for tobacco, and 13 cents a month for wine,

Ten per cent of the family income, or $90.65, was used to pay
off loans, to make regular payments of $3 a month to a savings
society, and to loan $10 to friends or relatives. This does not

1 Rent value of house owned=%$180.
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include $50.35 of capital expenditure financed by the collection
of some accounts receivable and from previous savings. The
account shows no deficit or surplus, as any possible surplus was
used for capital expenditure. _

IS

Bupger No. 15
Average Monthly Income, $82
. Christion Family of 5—3 Cost Consumption Units

Man, fifty-seven; wife, fifty-eight; son, thirty-three; daughter-
in-law, thirty-three; grandson, five.

The number of cost consumption units is low, as the mother
and father went to the family home in Chihli for a six months’
visit. The son is a clerk, His salary was $50 a month. By
extra tutoring, he added some $15 a month to his income.

Five months before the beginning of the budget vear, the
family purchased an eight-room house in the southeast corner of
the North City. During the year they paid $1,346 on the house.
To do this they used $776 of their savings, added $200 which the
father brought with him when he returned from his visit, and
made up the rest by borrowing $370. These amounts are not
included in the budget figures, as they represent capital used for
a capital expenditure,

The family used only four of their eight rooms, and rented
the other four, The rent value of their rooms was $2.50 each a
month. For the four rented rooms, they received a total of
$94.80.

Food for the year cost $240.60, or 24.4 per cent of the income.
The amount per cost consumption unit was $6.65. The need to
save may account for the fact that it is 75 cents less than the

-average for the income group. The proportion spent for grain

and flour was also high, 60.6 per cent of the food expenditure.
The average for the income group is only 484 per cent. The
amount purchased per cost consumption unit was 448 catties.
The family spent $4.80 for bread, doughnuts, et cetera. Vegeta-
bles cost 4 cents a day, but the total for fruit for the year was
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only $2.55. Lard was the principal cooking fat, rather than

hsiang-yu. The amounts were $11.60 for lard, and only $3,35 for
hsiang-yu. Tea cost $440, and salt $3.50. Of the $44.15 spent
for meat, $17.75 was used for pork, $6.65 for beef and mutton,
$5.75 for eggs, $8.40 for bean curd and bean noodles.

Per ' Per

Amount cent
’ Amount cent
Total Income ,.$988.53 100.0 Total Expend. $988.53 100.0
Wages ....... 76300 772 Food ......... Nammmm. NMM
Rent ........ 21480 217 Fuel ......... e 54
Interest ee.. 1073 1. . Clothing ...... . .
o Rent® ..... 12000 121
: Education .... 10.08 i0
Totdl Food ....5240.60 100.0 MOMM_%_MWHM%; mwu ww
Grain and Flour 145.60  60.6 Hontth o T 302 04
mﬁm.—ﬁmm FOrara HA.Am Q.D HlHOﬂ e E aipm't L.mmm PQ
Veget 122 se Equip 3
Condiments ... 29.38 z Service ...« 174 m
Fruit .c.oenee amww Hm.m m=wm3m5u_a=n : mwwm m.H
Meat .....coen . - Religion ...... . ,
Miscellaneous . 4.4 1.8 Interest ... 50 01
Capital ....... 39853 403
Food per OEO U. $6.67 Miscellaneous . d6 Q1
per menth ...........90.
Catties per C. C. U. per year:
Grain and Flour ........448
Salt ....... U .
HSIAng-yi «evevvverenens 25

Heat, light and water took only mwmabm. or 5.4 per cent Qn..%wm
budget, about three-quarters of the income group average. e
expenditure for water was 36 cents a month. Kerosene was pur-
chased in five-galion lots, and cost mﬂm.mm.moﬂ, the year. ..H..rm
family also bought coal and coalballs in fairly large .@:mnﬂﬁmﬂ.
The total was 2,500 catties of coalballs, and 1,000 catties of coal.

The clothing expenditure was $14.65 a person, or $2.40 more

verage for the group. o
ﬁrmwmﬁwm_w.w mmm. Ownmmmwm family, the mxvmh&_ﬁnm m...:. religion
takes the form of contributions to the church and is ._ﬁ.mﬁmm mnmmu
that head. The total was $8.70. The $1 under ..,W&Hmhoh is for .
special cakes eaten at the time of the Spring Festival.

1Rent 4w_ﬂn. of house owned—$120.
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The family paid an average of 18 coppers a month for the
removal ..um ashes, but the expenditure for street lights was ap-
parently irregular. This expenditure and that for sanitation ap-
pear only three times. The amount for street tights was 16 m%a

20 coppers, for sanitation 10 and 20 coppers. Many families pay-

MEM& occasionally for these services, although the service is ren-
5 .mM _ HmmEMM%m Where several families are living together in a
ingle courtyard, it is oft i i
sing] " often arranged that each mmnﬁ_.% pays in

H.ﬁ ,mm striking to find a family with a monthly income of $82
ﬁﬂ:.uw_m %mom.m._.w or 40.3 per cent of their current receipts, into
.nmu,_.ﬁm expenditures, payments to savings societies, the repay-
mefit of mom:m. As they were still in debt for the house, they
were saving all they could to pay off their obligations. The ac~
count shows no surplus, as everything over and above current

expenses was deposited with a bank or savi i i
e s acbos vings society, or applied

Bupeer No. 16
Average Monthly Income, $98
Mohammedan Family of 3—3.4 Cost C onsumption Units

w.w\.umw? wife, ,Uo.m.p over twenty; woman-servant, forty. A girk
m._w was born in Emwmﬁr and a nurse was engaged after her
irth.  Two relatives visited the family for a month when th
baby was born. The visitors and nurse make the average numb :
. of cost consumption units more than the number of per in
the H%ME&% at the beginning of the year, pesom
€ man is a teacher receiving a sal
the .».Edm%. is included in the mccwmunoawuwamwwmwwnwnﬂw Huw.bm -
on its savings for more than $567, o
The mmam.% rents a four-room house for which it pays $11
H.donwr.. During the year the rent was increased to $11.20, whi M
is M.M_HE a few cents of the average for this income mamEu.. :
e mnno M..w..#ﬁwon wﬁw_ﬂ spent for food is virtually the average for
e p; the $3.65 per cost consumption unit js $1 more than
group average, One-half of the food expenditure was for

INDIVIDUAL FAMILY BUDGETS 275,

grain and flour, of which the family bought 481 catties per cost
consumption unit. Four-fifths of this was rice, an unusually high
proportion. The expenditure for rice was $146.60, and for bread
and cakes $17.20. The total for meat was $87.90, nearly one-
quarter of the food expenditure. As the family is Mohammedan,
there was no expenditure for pork. The largest amount was
spent for beef, $24. Some $18 was spent for mutton, and an
equal amount for chicken. Mitk cost $6.60, and eggs $10.60. Tea
for the year cost $5.20, and Asieng-yu $24.45. Only $1.65 was
reported for salt. The expenditure for vegetables was 12.5 cents

- a day, and for fruit 3.7 cents.

The $90,15 spent for fuel is the average for this income group.
It included 90 cents a month for water, 95 ceats a month for
kerosene. The family used coal stoves to heat the house, spending

'$24.50 for coal during the five cold months, It also used 5,100

catties of coalballs.

The expenditure for clothing was $34.70 a person. This was
nearly double the average for the group, but because of the small
size of the family the total clothing expenditure was less than the
group average. :

The $65.22 health expenditure includes $30 spent at the time
of the birth of the baby. . _

One wonders why a family receiving only $50 a month should
spend $197 for entertainment. This was virtually all for feasts
and presents, as only $1.55 was spent for wine and tobacco, It
may be that the man felt it necessary to make this expenditure in
order to keep his position. The tenure of all the teachers in
Peiping has been precarious during the past few years, and he
may have felt that feasts and special entertaining would help,
especially as he was not a native of Peiping. Also, he may have
felt the dificulty of his situation as a Mohammedan teaching ina
Christian school, :

Apparently the servants’ wages were not paid regularly, as
the amount for service fluctuated from $2 to $13 a month. In
some families, servants do not draw their wages until they want
them. If the expenditure for the year represents a full wage for
the nurse and woman-servant, the nurse must have received ap-
proximately $4 a month, and the servant $2.50.
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The family subscribed tc a newspaper costing 40 cents a month..

A large part of the $14.70 spent for religion was for special
foods eaten at festival times.

This family spent more than its income every month, and in
some months the expenditure was more than twice the income.
As a result, its members had to draw on their savings for an
amount equal to almost a year’s income. One can only wonder
what the budget for such a family will be in succeeding years.

Per Per

Amount cent Amount cent
Total Income $1176.37 100.0 . Total Expend, $1176.37 100.0
Wages ...... 60000 510 Food ........ 39297 334
Interest ..... 900 08 Fuel ........ 9017 7.7
Deficit* ..... 567.37 482 Clothing ..... 104.11 8.8
Wmuﬁ ﬂ... verree Hm.w.om 11.3
ucation ... 3 1.0
Total Food ... $392,97 100.0 MMEE:umnmmon 37.25 3.2
GrainandFlour 19849 50.5 ntributions., 2216 19
Vegetables ... 4546 116 : mmmﬁr Eauio. . 65.22 5.3
Condiments .. 4686 119 House Equip.. 3618 31
Fruit ........ 1338 34 ervice ... (6903 32
Meat ........ 8789 224 Bntertainment 19733 168
v y s eligion ..... X 1.2
Miscelfaneous. 89 02 Miscellaneous. 286 0.2

Food per C. C. U.

per month .......... ,$9.65
Caities per C, C, U, per year:
Grain and Flour ........ 481
Salt ..... U I
Hsiang-yu .............. 16

BupceT No. 17
Average Monthly Income, $103
Christian Family of 6—4.2 Cost Consumption Units

Mother over forty, a widow; three sons, twenty-two, seven-
teen, eleven; two daughters, fifteen and thirteen,

This family is supported almost entirely by income from prop-
erty, rent and interest. Eighty-five per cent of the income is

i Met from savings.
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from these sources. The oldest son is serving his apprenticeship
in the “movies,” so receives nothing. The mother receives $15 a
month for working in a hospital.

The family owns the four-room house in which it lives. The
rent value is $8 2 month, or $2 a room, about the average for the
section where it lives, inside Hatamen.

Food cost $331.45, or 26.8 per cent of the budget. This was
$6.55 a month per cost consumption unit, or only some 70 per
cent of the income group average of $9.30. Grain and flour took
56 per cent of the food expenditure, the amount purchased being
441 catties per cost consumption unit. Almost all of this was
rice and wheat flour. Doughnuts, cakes, et cetera, cost $8.55.
The meat items, totaling $45.40, included $10.30 for pork, $10.65
for beef, $6.70 for mutton, and $5.90 for eggs. The family re-
ported $2 spent for chicken at Chinese New Year. The year’s
supply of hsiang-yu cost $14.20, and of tea $5.90. The $6.30
spent for salt bought some 19 catties per cost consumption unit.
This is a large amount, and was made unduly large by the pur-
chase of 50 catties just before the end of the budget year.

Light, heat and water cost $75, 6 per cent of the budget, only
a little less than the average for the $100-income group, Water
cost 40 cents a month, kerosene 83 cents a month. A little over
three tons, 4,700 catties, of coalballs were used for fuel and heat.

Clothing cost only $10.55 per person. The average for the
group is $27.60. .

Educational expenses were almost four times the group aver-
age, as the younger children are in school. Their tuition cost
$133.35, and their books and supplies $32.40. The family took a2
newspaper costing 30 cents a month.

The $35.70 spent for house equipment includes $31 for re-
pairs. A total of 60 coppers a month was paid for the ash cart,
the street lights, and for sanitary service, The house tax totaled
$2.85. _

As this is a Christian family, the $1 spent for religion was for
the special cakes eaten at the time of the Spring Festival, Church
contributions amounted to $7.45.

The oldest son is soon to be married, so the family is saving
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all the money it possibly can. One-third of the year's income
was deposited in the bank, or paid to savings societies. The total
‘was $407.55. This, with other savings the family is known to
have, should provide for the wedding expenses.

Amount .W.H." Amount AWMM
" Total Income $1235.45 100.0 Total Expend. $1235.45 100.0
Wages ...... 180.00 145 Food .....
Rent ...... .. 99800 808 Fuel ....... ) mwwwm mmuw
Interest ..... 57.45 4.6 Clothing ..... 63.21 51
ucation ... xi} .
Total Food ... $331.43 100.0 Communication  3.16 mww
GrainandFlour 18492 559 Contributions.. 745 06
.<‘mm‘mﬂm._urww . NM-Q@ “._W HIHON._.HH.— raeans Hm-mw H.H
Condiments .. 5570 168 House Equip.. 3568 29
Fruit ... ... T 1264 38 Service ...... J7 0.1
Meat ... 4541 137 mbﬁ.aq.ﬁmEBmsn 26.16 2.1
Miscellaneous. 7.07 21 Religion ..... 1.00 0.1
Miscellaneous. 5.39 0.4
Food per C. C. U. Sav. & Surpl's 407.54 33.0
per month ....... ... 536,57 : .
Catties per C. C. U. per year:
Grain and Flour U . % ..441
Salt ........ cesrrresaaa. 19
Hsiang-vi1 ....000vvvnee. 8

Bunger No. 18
Average Monthly Income, $144
Family of 6—4.4 Cost Consumption Units

Man, fifty-four; wife, forty; one son, ten; three daughters
twenty-two, eighteen, and thirteen. The man had two wives, vﬁm
one had left him before the beginning of the budget study.

The man is a skilled mechanic receiving a salary of $70 a
month. He owns considerable property, as he receives $43 a
month rent and $23 a month interest on money he has loaned.

The family live in their own four-room house imside Ch’ien
Men. The rent value of the house is $8 a month, or $2 a room.
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For the income group, the average rent per room is $2.60 a
month, and the average number of rooms is six.

Food cost $12.10 a month per cost consumption unit, $2.75
more than the income group average, and almost twice the mini-
mum amount in the group. Forty-three per cent of the expendi-
ture for food was for grain and flour. Rice-and wheat flour were
the only ones listed. The amount purchased was 496 catties per
cost consumption unit. Bread, doughnuts and cakes cost $48.-

P P
Amount nmwﬂ ) Amount naﬂﬂ
Total Income $1729.00 100.0 Total Expend. $1729.00 100.0
Wages ..... . 84500 489 Food ........ 63977 369
Rent* ....... 613.00 354 Fuel ..... ... 12823 74
Interest ..... 27100 157 Clothing ..... 6884 40
Rent! ....... 9600 56
Education ... 1570 09
Total Food ... $639.77 100.0 Communication wam wm
: : Health ...... . .
, .1 43. e
CramamtFlowr 27516 490 Lo 18 19
Condiments .. 8174 128 Service ...+ 361 mm
Fruit ........ 3469 54 ntertainment 113 .
Meat ........ 18565 290 Religion ... .- Nm.mw mm
N . 1 aneo - N »
Miscellaneous.  4.16 07 Loans Made.. 22000 127
Food per C C. U. m,_uhbuﬁm venes 30712 21.2
per month ..........$12.10

Catties per C. C. U. per year:
Grain and Flour ........4%
Salt ...... Caveeaaes P
Hsiang-yu ....oovenen.n. 10

The amount spent for meat was unusually large, $185.65, or 29
per cent of the food expenditure. Pork cost $67.25; mutton,
$45.40; and eggs, $1040. The meat bill for January, which in~
cluded the expenditure for Chinese New Year, was $39.55, more
than twice that of any other month, The Fifth and Eighth Moon
festivals apparently did not have any special influence on the .
expenditure for meat. It is striking to find the family spending
$13.50 for milk, as only 49 families spent anything for milk or
milk powder. The principal condiment expenditures were $20.45

1 Rent value of house owned=%$96.
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for hsiang-yu, and $32.65 for tea. The family spent only $2.15
for salt, using only six catties per cost consumption unit.

The amount for light and fuel is about average for the group,
$128.25, or 7.4 per cent of the budget. Water cost 95 cents, and
electricity $3 a month. The family used 8,200 catties, 5.5 tons, of
coalballs, and 1,630 catties, 2,100 pounds of coal.

Clothing amounted to $11.45 per person, only about half the
group average. The educational expenses included $9 for tuition
for the ten-year-old boy; $1.60 for books; and $3 for a newspaper.

The family paid 20 coppers a month for the ash cart, 10 cop-
pets a month for the street lights, and 75 coppers a month to the
toilet cleaner,

The monthly expenditure for tobacco was $5.40, but for wine
it was only six coppers. Other entertainment averaged less than
$5 a month. Almost ail of the $7.65 spent for religion was for
special dishes used in connection with the celebration of the
Chinese New Vear. .

This family must have been living comfortably, for one-third
of its income was Ioaned, or held as cash,

Bupcer No. 19
Average Monthly Income, $181
Family of 6—3.7 Cost Consumption Units

Man and wife, both over fifty; two sons, over eighteen; one
daughter, fourteen; and a woman-servant. The number of cost
consumption ‘units is low, as the two sons are in college and
home only during the summer, ,

The man has been trained in Western science, Working in
one of Peiping’s institutions, he receives a salary of $125 a
month and is given an eight-room house, the rent value of which
is $30 a month. Light and water also are provided,

Food cost, $568, or 26.1 per cent of the budget. The monthly
expenditure per cost consumption unit was $12.80. For the
group, the average is only $10.10, Tt is unusual to find a family
with so large an expenditure for food, using. 54 per cent of its
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food money for grain and flour. This is 11.3 per cent more than
the average for the group. The family purchased 1,900 catties
of wheat flour, and 1,000 catties of rice. The total grain and
flour was 826 catties per cost consumption unit, more than two
catties a day. Bread and cakes cost $16.35.. The meat expendi-
ture was high, $141.65, but this is about the average for the in-
come group. It included $44.50 for pork, and $37.45 for beef and
mutton. It is uhusual to find a family spending $12 for chicken;
$16.30 for fish; and $12.90 for milk. Only $6.90 was spent for
eggs. Hsiang-yu for the year cost $19.25, and tea $17.30. The
family used approximately two pounds of salt per month per
cost consumption unit. Even with the larger expenditure for
food, less-than 10 cents a day was spent for vegetables, and 5
cents a day for fruit,

Per Per
Amount cent Amount cent
Total Income $2180.38 100.0 Total Expend. $2180.38 100.0
ceeee. 150000 688 Food ...... .. 568.04 261
MmﬂmMm. ..... .. 36000 165 Fuel ........ 8160 38
Interest ..... 20.35 09 Clothing ..... 20597 94
Savings ..... 300.00 138 Rent* ....... 360.00 165
Deficit ...... 03 .. Education ... 33770 247
Communication  65.63 3.0
Health ...... 1736 08
: House Equip.. 6.31 03
Total Food ... $568.04 100.0 Service ...... mwwwm _ww
GrainandFlour 30598 539 Fogertainment | 27305 125
Jogetables ... 3238 57 Contributions . = 890 0.4
mwmmuamﬂm . %w.oo 30 Miscellaneous. 1.00 ..
Meat ........ 1166 249 oo ooy
Miscellaneous. 6,60 12 an uﬂ.ﬂu&.— " ..$12.80
Catties per C. C. U, per year:
Grain and Flour ........ 826
Salt _.......... veees .o 21
Hslang-yu ............. . HN

Because light and water were provided, the Gnuns&ﬁ&.o m.wn
fuel was low, $81.60, or only 3.8 per cent of the budget. ) This
amount bought 3,500 catties of coalballs, and 6,500 catties of
‘coal. ,

1 Rent value,
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Clothing expense per person was $34.35, whereas the average
for the group was $48.75.

The $273 spent for entertainment seems large, and is $60
more than the average for the families with similar incomes.
The 2 cents spent for religion was for the special cakes eaten

at the time of the Spring Festival. Church contributions
amounted to $8.90.

The woman-servant received a salary of $4 a month, but was
paid irregularly.

The most striking item in this budget is the expenditure for
education, $537, or one-fourth of the family budget. It repre-
sents the expenses of the two sons in college. The family was
unable to meet such a large expenditure from its current budget,
and had to draw on its savings for $300.

Bupcer No. 20
Awverage Monthly Income, $307
Family of 9—06.5 Cost Consumption Units

Man and wife, both over forty; two sons, twenty, fourteen;

three daughters, eighteen, sixteen, nine; a woman-servant; a

r

man taking two meals a day with the family. A male relative
lived with them after February.

The man is a college professor. His salary is $150 a month,
and he is given the use of an 11-room house with a rent value of
$80 a month. The family also receives from $68 to $73 a month
rent from houses which it owns.

Almost one-quarter of the family income was spent for food.
The total amount was $907.15, or $11.65 a month per cost con-
sumption unit, $1.75 less than the group average. One-half of
the food expenditure was for grain and flour, the amount pur-
chased being 662 catties per cost consumption unit. Doughnuts
and cakes cost $15.15. The expenditure for vegetables averaged
13.5 cents a day, and for fruit 10 cents a day. One-quarter of
the food expenditure was for meat. The meat account shows
that the family celebrated both Christmas and Chinese New Year.

INDIVIDUAL FAMILY BUDGETS 283

It spent $138 for pork, mutton and beef, but only $2 for fish and
$1.20 for chicken. The family spent $15 for milk during the
last half of the year, in addition to the supply furnished by two
goats, Five hens made it possible to limit the expenditure for
eggs to $5.85. Tea for the year cost $10.40; sugar, $11.70;
hsiang-yu, $50.50; chiang-yu, $25.10; and salt, $11.65.

The family paid $1 a month for water, and an average of $3.50
a month for electricity. It used an average of 1,000 catties of
coalballs per month. The house evidently is heated with foreign-
type stoves, for $98 was spent for coal during the five cold
months.

Per Per
. Amount cent Amount cent.
Total Income $3692.19 100.0 Total Expend. $3692.19 .So.o
Wages ...... 1800.00 487 Foad ....... 90716 24.5
we,mp ....... 1808.00 490 %ﬁa wwwmm. mw
4.19 . 23 othing .... . .
Borrowed s Rent? m ...... 960.00 26.0
Education ... 41543 112
Total Food ... $207.16 100.0 Communication uwmm Mm
GrainandFlour 454.54 50.0 aroutions . - S0.00 . 2
Vegetables ... 4896 54 Equio.. 25318 69
Condiments .. 139.06 154 flouse Equip.. 253. :
OnaIments .. 712 41 Service ...... 7535 20
W...M.MMM ........ N.wm.wo 246 * Entertainment. moWww mm
TAL s - - Religion ...... X
Miscellaneous. 449 0.3 Miscellancons. 3175 09
Food per C. C. U.
per month .....,. ....511.65
Catties per C. C. U. per year:
Grain and Flour ..... ...062
Salt ..... frrereareras ... 23
Hsiang-yu .............. 17

The $332.55 spent for clothing, $36.95 per person, must have
been adequate, but the average for the income group was $59.10.
All the children are in school. The oldest son is in coflege
and comes home only in summer. His room, board, and tuition
amounted apparently to $162. Tuition for the other children cost
$173. The family subscribed to a paper costing $1 a month.

I Rent value of house—=$960,
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The $415.45 spent for education is almost three times the group
average.

The amah was paid $5 a month, besides her board. There was
no expenditure for street lights, ash cart, et cetera, as the house
was furnished by the school. Thirty dollars was contributed to
the church, and $2.20 spent for special New Year’s feast food.

The family was able to spend $302.35 for entertainment and
recreation, including tennis and skating; $253.20 for new house
equipment ; and still end the year with a deficit of only $84.20.

XII
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

THE 283 families included in this study are a repre-
sentative group with.incomes from $8 to $550 per month.
A large proportion of them belonged to the wage-earning,
artisan, or small-business group, as 135, or 48 per cent,
had incomes of less than $30 a month. One hundred and
ten families, 39 per cent, received between $30 and $100

‘a month, while 38 families, 13 per cent, had more than

$100 a month. This range of income makes it possible to
compare the expenditure and other figures of families with
different amounts of income, and to show how such a dif-
ference affects the size of the family, the kinds and quan-
tities of food used, the amount of fuel purchased, the ex-
penditure for clothing, et cetera.

The families were well distributed throughout the QQ
of Peiping, there being some in all but two of the 20
police districts. Chinese, Manchu, and Mohammedan
families were included in the group, but the only differ-
ence in family expenditure, due to race, seems to be
among the Mohammedans, who do not eat pork, or use
coffins when burying their dead. The households were
well adjusted to life in Peiping, as, in 60 per cent of the
families, the heads of the house had been born in the city;
all but 16 families had lived there more than five years;’
and all but 44 had been there more than ten years.

. 285 ,




286 HOW CHINESE FAMILIES LIVE

Three-quarters of the families with incomes of less than
$25 a month were natives of Peiping, but only 32 per
cent of .the families with incomes of more than $100 a
month. (Table 1.)

There were 1,312 persons in the 283 families. Forty-
nine per cent were males, or 643 males and 669 females.
The population of Peiping is 63.5 per cent male The
families ranged in size from two to 24 persons. Nine-
teen families, 7 per cent, had eight or more members.
There were four persons in the median family, and 4.6 in
the average family. If the families are divided into in-
come groups, the group averages show that the size of the
family mcreased as the family income increased. The in-
come group average was less than four persons until the
families received more than $15 a month; generally be-
tween four and five persons until the income was over $80
a month; and over eight persons when the income was
more than $200 a month. (Table 2.) This increase in
the size of the average family group living together seems
to be typical of Chinese families, Servants were counted
as family members, since their food, et cetera, is provided
by their employers and consequently is part of the family
budget. There were 47 servants working for 34 families.
All but five of these families had incomes of more than
$90 a month.

If the needs of the families are expressed in terms of
those of an adult male, the average number of cost con-
sumption units in the average family was 3.2, The num-
ber increased as the family income increased, and at
virtually the same rate as the number of persons in the
family. It was 2.3 for the $5 group; generally less than

1 No. 17.
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three until the income was over $60 a month; over four
when the income was over $125 a month; and over five
when the income was above $200 a month. (Table 2.)
The average age of the group was some twenty-eight
years, Chinese count. In some American cities, the aver-
age person is approximately two years older.? Eighty-
four per cent of the females and 74 per cent of the males
over fifteen years of age had been married; but 13 per
cent of the women and 4 per cent of the men had been
widowed and had not remarried. There was more than
one wife in only two families. Judging from the number .
of single persons in the different age groups, the most pop-
ular marriage age seems to be from twenty-one to twenty-

- three for the women, and from twenty-six to twenty-eight

for the men. Eighteen births, 15 deaths, and nine wed-
dings were reported during the year.

Income was earned by 340 men working in 55 occupa-
tions, and 98 women engaged in 13 kinds of work, an
average of 1.5 persons per family. (Table 4.) There
was more than one wage earner in 106 families, 37 per

- cent. One family had six workers, a vegetable peddler,

two ricksha men, three women weaving cloth. The larg-
est occupational groups for the men were clerks and ac-
countants 47, ricksha men 46, peddlers 25. More than
half of the women workers earned small amounts sewing
and washing. None of the women iri the 23 families with
incomes of more than $150 a month were gainfully em-
ployed, and in only four of the 45 families with incomes
between $70 and $150 a month were any of the women
working, They were nurses and teachers.

The group included four Mohammedan families, and

2 No. 44. :
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52 families in which there was some Christian influence.
This is a smaller proportion of Mohammedans and a much
larger proportion of Christian families than would be true
for the entire city; but there does not seem to be any no-
ticeable difference between the accounts of these families
and the others, beyond the fact that the Mohammedans do
not eat pork, and that there is a tendency for the Chris-
tian families to give more money to religious and welfare
~organizations than the non-Christian families do, and to
reduce somewhat their expenditure for incense, paper

gods, paper money, items used for non-Christian religious
observances.

Income

The total income of the 283 families was $193,156.30,
or an average of $683 per family per year. Of this
amount, $170,142 was from current sources, wages, rent,
interest, miscellaneous. The rent value of houses oceu-
pied entirely, or partly, rent-free by 93 families amounted
to $11,864.90. The 83 families spending more than their
current income, drew on their savings, increased their
indebtedness, disposed of property for a total of
$11,149.35. (Table 6.) .

Somte money was received as wages by all but 11 fam-
ilies. Nine of the 11 received their principal income from
rent, and two from interest. Wages ordinarily repre-
sented more than 80 per cent of the family income until
the total was more than $35 a month. From $35 to
$100 a month, the proportion was. regularly between 70
and 80 per cent; and between 60 and 70 per cent when
the family income was more than $100 a month. Rent,
including rent value, was only 2.4 per cent of the income
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of the $10 group; and was less than 10 per cent for the
groups below $35 a month. It was usually between 10
and 20 per cent for the groups wﬁémnm. $35 and $200 a
month; and over 20 per cent when the total income was
more than $200 a month. Interest, for more than half
the income groups, amounted to less than 2 per cent of
income, and in only four groups was it more than 5 per
cent. Miscellaneous receipts were high, more than 10

-per cent for the two lowest groups, chiefly because of the

dollar a month the families received for keeping their ac-
counts. When the income was more than $25 a month, -
miscellaneous receipts were ordinarily less than 4 per cent,
and in almost half the income groups were less than 2 per
cent of the income, The amount of current expenditure
that had to be financed by borrowing, drawing on savings,
or from capital, varied from group to group, but was less
than 5 per cent for some two-thirds of the income groups.
In the $125 group, the average was 28.7 per cent, since,
because of unemployment, 69.5 per cent of the income of
one family came from capital, and another family drew
on its savings for 33.7 per cent of its income in order to
cover the cost of the children’s education and a heavy
bill for house repairs. (Tables 7 and 8.)

ExrPENDITURE

Since the accounts were balanced, the total expenditure
was the same as the total income, $193,156.30. Thirty-
four and one-half per cent of this amount was spent
for food. The average was $235 per family per year;
$4.25 per person per month; and $6.10 per o.oﬁ
consumption unit per month. Clothing bought during
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the year averaged $57.70 per family, 8.4 per cent of the
total expenditure. Rent amounted to $78.40 per family,
11.5 per cent; heat, light and water to $51 per family, 7.5
per cent. “Miscellaneous,” which by some authorities

is taken as the measure of the economic position of -

a family, averaged, for the year, $260.20 per family,
or 38.1 per cent of the total expenditure. Almost two-
fifths of the amount spent for Miscellaneous, and 15.8 per
cent of the total expenditure, was invested, used to make
loans, to repay borrowed money, to buy property, or was
held as cash at the end of the year. Some of this surplus
may have been unreported expenditure, but, for the most
part, it represented the savings of the 71 per cent of the
families who lived within their incomes. (Table 9.)

Foop

Food is usually the most important item in any family
account. For these Chinese families, it was also by far
the largest item. Forty-five per cent of the families spent
more than 50 per cent of their budget for food, some of
them more than 80 per cent. For the different income
groups, the averages ranged from 62.6 per cent for the
$10 group, to 19.6 per cent for the $300 group, the
proportion regularly decreasing as the family income in-
creased. (Table 12.) Engel’s law concerning the expen-
diture for food is evidently true for Peiping.

The average amount spent for food by the families in
the different income groups increased regularly from
$5.30 per family per month in the $5 group, to $72.90 in
the $300 group. (Table 10.) The amount per cost con-
sumption unit was only $2.30 per month for the $5 group;
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$3.35 {for the $10 group; and less than $5 a month for all
the groups with incomes of less than $30 a Eon.?. It
was more than $10 a month only when the family income
was more than $175 a month. (Table 11.) The small
amount spent for food per cost consumption unit by the
lower income families is one of the outstanding facts
shown by this study. One may question the adequacy o”m
the diet that can be bought for less than $3.50 per unit
per month, even when the price of wheat flour is just
under 9 cents per catty, millet flour 6.7 cents per catty,
corn flour 5.5 cents, salt turnip 3 cents, and cabbage 1.25.
cents per catty, but there can be little doubt that a mam.puw
many Peiping families spend no more than $3.50 per unit
per month. . :
When the families are grouped according to the num-
ber of cost consumption units in the woﬁmwoﬁ_ it appears
—among the lower income families at least—that when
the size of the family is increased by one unit, both w.ro
total amount and the proportion spent for food are in-
creased, but the amount per unit is reduced from 14 to
19 per cent. . :
If the Peiping figures are compared with figures from
other countries on the basis of the proportion of the bud-
get spent for food, a Japanese wmﬂmq poverty budget of
200 ven a year is about equal to a Chinese vcmmo.ﬁ of $120
a year; a bare existence budget of $744 gold in Um.:.mm.
Texas, to a Peiping budget of $450 a year. A working
class family in Bombay, with an income of some 50
rupees a month, uses for food almost the same propor-
tion of the budget as the Chinese families. om. ;m#n $20
group; a family of Russian city workers, receiving 100
roubles a month, as those of the Chinese $35 group; Jap-
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anese wage-earners, with just under 100 yen per month
as z:.w Chinese families receiving $70 a month. H.qo_H
>§m2mm§ farming and working-class families, with av-
erage incomes ranging from $1,135 to $2,100 gold per
mﬁmﬁ »ww mmnmmm are about the same as for Peiping fam-
lies with incomes rangin i
o (T 16 ging from $450 to $640 silver per
' The expenditure per cost consumption unit for each of
the seven food classifications, grain, flour, meat, vege-
tables, condiments, fruit, and miscellaneous, ﬁon&mm to in-
crease as the family income increased, but at different
rates. For the grains, the different income-group aver-
ages ranged from $4.05 to $36.40 per unit per year. For
the momam. the extremes were $16.20 and $34.95, but there
was virtually no increase after the family income went
m_umém $40 a month. From $30 to $35 per unit per year
evidently purchased a fully adequate supply of flour. For
the condiments, the amounts ranged from $3.60 to Mw.mw. .10
but only in the $300 group was the amount more than $15
The expenditure of the $5 group for vegetables was oudm.
22 cents per unit per month. Even in the $300 group, it
was less than $1 per unit per month, Meat for the mmm_mmmm
in the Mm. group cost only 90 cents per unit per year. The
mEosmﬁ mcreased fifty times, to $44.65, as the family in-
come increased to over $300 a month. For the income
groups between $90 and $300 a month, the yearly aver-
age was ordinarily about $2 per unit per month. This
would purchase some seven catties, nine pounds, of meat
Almost no fruit was used by families in the HOS“Q. mmnou:m
groups. The expenditure was less than 5 cents per unit
per month until the family income was more than $35 a
month. Even in the groups above $90 a month, the

?
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amount ordinarily was about 50 cents per unit per month.
It was $1.60 per month for the $300 group, but this was
the only average that was more than 65 cents a month.
The expenditure for miscellaneous food was only 2 cents

" per unit per year for the $5 group. It was less than $5 a,

year for two-thirds of the groups, and over $10 for only
two groups. . (Table 17.)

More than 50 per cent of the food expenditure was used
for flour, in the three lowest income groups. The pro-
portion decreased with surprising regularity as the family
income increased, until for the $300 group it was only
18 per cent. For grain, the figures fluctuated around 15

- per cent while the family income was below $80 a month.

Above that amount, there was a tendency for the percen-
tage to increase because of a large increase in the amount
of rice used by the higher income families. If the pro-
portions spent for grain and flour are added together, the
sum is more than 71 per cent of the food expenditure for
the $5 and $10 groups; and more than 50 per cent of the
food budget until the family income is more than $70 a
month, Only in the $300 group was the figure less than
40 per cent. (Table 18.)

The money spent for the foods high in protein——meats,
milk, nuts—was only 3.2 per cent of the food expenditure
of the $5 group; and was less than 10 per cent until the
income was more than $25 a month. The figure was be-
tween 20 and 25 per cent only when the family income
was more than $80 a month. American families use from
36 to 64 per cent of their food expenditure for meat, eggs,
milk ; and from 9 to 21 per cent for cereals. _ .

Fruit was given only 0.4 per cent of the food budget
of the $5 group; and 0.9 per cent for the $10 group. Five
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per cent of the food expenditure was used for fruit only
when the family income was over $100 a month. No
group used as much as 10 per cent.

A study of the month-by-month expenditure showed
little seasonal fluctuation in the amounts spent for food.

The total for January was above the average because the
families were getting ready for Chinese New Year and
bought about 25 per cent more than the monthly average.
This was offset by a corresponding reduction in February,
Flour, vegetables and condiments followed closely the
changes in the total food expenditure. Because meat was
used for the three festival feasts, the meat expenditure
shows distinct peaks in January, June and September.
Most of the fruit was bought during the summer fruit
season, but it was such a small part of the total expendi-
ture that it had little influence on the monthly totals.
(Table 19.)

The figures for the individual foods show that, when
the family income was less than $10 2 month, corn flour
was by far the most generally used flour. However, as
the family income increased, there was a rapid shift to
other flours. Millet flour was the most popular with the
$10 and the $15 groups, but was used only in small
amounts by families receiving more than $40 a month.
As the amount of corn flour and millet Honr decreased, the
consumption of wheat flour increased. The increase was
rapid until the family income was $50 a month, but, in
the higher income groups, there was a distinct tendency
for the amount to remain fairly constant at about $2 per
cost consumption unit per month. This would purchase
some 22 catties a month, or approximately one pound per
day. Rice was used by all except one tamily ; but in the
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lower income groups the amounts were small, as the
workers of North China do not eat rice regularly. Rice
is not grown locally to any extent, and so is relatively ex-
pensive. Only in the two highest income groups was the
expenditure for rice more than that for wheat flour.

(Tables 20 and 21.) .

. Below $25 a month, the average consumption of grain
and flour was approximately one catty per cost consump-
tion unit per day. From $25 to $90 a month, it was about
1.25 catties per day. Above $90, it was a little over 1.5
catties per day. In the $300 group, it was just under two
catties per unit per day. (Table 22.) .

The largest condiment expenditure was for hsiang-yu,
sweet-oil made from sesamum, and used in cooking meat
and vegetable dishes, In the lowest income group, w_.a
amount used was only three catties per cost nosmﬁ.ﬂ_dwﬂon
unit per year. Over $50 a month, the consumption was
about one catty per unit per month, Tea-leaves were the
second item on the condiment list. Tea-leaves and
hsiang-yu together accounted for almost one-half the con-
diment expenditure, Huang chiong, a salty yellow sauce
made from yellow beans, was the flavoring most generally
used by the families in the lower income groups. Even so,
below $25 a month the amount was less than one catty
per cost consumption unit per month. Above $25 a month,
the average amount was between 1 and 1.5 catties per
unit per month. For virtually all the income groups, the
amount of salt purchased was between 0.75 and 1 catty
per unit per month. (Tables 23 and 24.) .

Pork was the most popular meat, and its use increased
rapidly as the family income increased. Even so, the
amount used was only some four pounds or less per cost
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consumption unit per year, until the family income was
more than $20 a month. In the highest income group,
the consumption was a little over five pounds per unit per
month, 48 catties per year. Mutton was bought by all
but one family. In the lower income groups, the amounts
used were similar to those of pork; but above $50 a
month, there was a distinct tendency for the consumption
to be about 15 catties per unit per year, irrespective of the
size of the family income. If pork, mutton and beef are
noH.DEsnP the total consumption was only five catties per
unit per year for the $10 group; and was less than one
catty per month until the family income was more than
$25 a month. Between $50 and $175 a month, the av-
erage amount was ordinarily between 3.5 and four catties
per unit per month. Even in the $300 group, it was less
than seven catties per unit per month. (Tables 24 and
25.) An American working-class budget allows 10.5
catties of meat, and 22 catties of meat substitutes, per
cost consumption unit per month.®

A study was made of the fruit and vegetable expendi-
ture of only 73 families, all of whom had incomes of less
than $40 a month. Their average income was $17.90 a
month. Cabbage was the vegetable most generally used
by these lower income families. The average consump-
tion was 192 catties per family per year, or 2.75 catty
ounces per cost consumption unit per day. Eighty per
cent of the annual consumption was bought from Qctober-
to .gmnnr. Salt vegetables are used as flavoring by all
Peiping families. The expenditure for the lower income
families averaged 62 cents per cost consumption unit per

year. The price of salt turnip being 3 cents per catty,
¥ No. 2.
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‘and salt ke-to 4.2 cents, the amount purchased was ap-

proximately 1.5 catties per unit per month. For none of
the other vegetables did the average expenditure equal $1
per family per year. (Table 26.) _

The fruit expenditure of the 73 families studied' av-
eraged less than $1 per cost consumption unit per year.
For three-quarters of the individual fruits, the average
expenditure was less than 10 cents per family per year.
The largest average was 17 cents for persimmons.

CLOTHING

The clothing expenditure of the lower income groups
was small, both in amount and per cent. The average for
the $5 group was only $2.30 per family per year. It was
less than $30 a year until the family income was over $40
a month; and less than $80 a year until the income was
more than $90 a month, Eight families spent less than
$1 for clothing during the year; some 32 families spent
less than $5; and 97 spent less than $12. At the other
end of the scale, eight families spent more than $300 a
year for clothing; and 22 spent more than $200.

The average amount per person per year varied from
77 cents to $59.10. It was less than $3 a year for the
income groups below $25 a month; and was less than $1
a month until the family income was more than $50 a
month. Only when the income was more than $100 a
month, was the average more than $2 per person per
month. The trend of the increase in the clothing expen-
diture seems to show that the amount spent per capita
tends to be directly related to the size of the family in-
come. (Table 27.)

’
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Clothing was given less than 6 per cent of the family
budget until the family income was more than $30 a
month; but the proportion increased as the income in-
creased until it was more than 10 per cent when the family
income was more than $100 a month. This tendency to

increase is contrary to Engel’s law, but agrees with later

studies made in other countries. .

It has been interesting to find that, even in the higher
income groups, these Chinese families spent a smaller pro-
portion of their budget for clothes than Japanese wage-
earning and salaried workers do, and less than most
groups of families in Western countries,

Housing aAND ReENT

Sixty families owned the houses they lived in, or houses
they might have occupied. This was 21 per cent of the
families studied. Eighteen per cent of the families with
incomes between $25 and $50 a month were home owners;
47 per cent of those receiving more than $100 a month;
and 64 per cent of those with incomes of more than $200
a month. Thirty-three families were given houses rent-
free during all, or part, of the year. Six families made
enough from sub-letting to have their own quarters partly,
or entirely, rent-free. Almost one out of every five fam-
ilies moved during the year.

The average family lived in a house of 2.9 chien, but
144 families, 44 per cent, were living in only one room.
For the different income groups, the average house had
less than two chien until the family income was more than
$35 a month; over four chien when the income was more
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than $60 a month ; and was over seven chien when the in-
come was more than $150 a month. (Table 28.)

In four families, seven persons were living in one
room ; and 37 families had five or more persons per room.
The average was over three, but less than four, persons
per chien for families with incomes of less than $25 a
month ; between two and three for families receiving be-
tween $25 and $40 a month; and less than one person per
chien only when the income was over $100 a month.

Families in the $5 group paid an average of $1.05 a
month for rent. The amount increased as the family in-
come increased, but was less than $2 a month for all the
income groups below $25 a month. It was over $5 a
month when the family income was more than $40 a
month; over $10 a month for the income groups above
$80 a month; and over $30 2 month for the groups re-
ceiving more than $200 a month. The average rent per
chien varied from 78 cents to $4.45 a month. It was
less than $2 a month until the family income was over $40
a month ; and less than $3 until the income was more than
$150 a month. o

Families with incomes of less than $35 a month spent,
on the average, between 8.5 and 10 per cent of their bud-
gets for rent. Those receiving more than $35 used be-
tween .10 and 13 per cent. There is a tendency for the
proportion used for rent to increase in the lower groups,
but this is not found in the higher income groups. In’
Western countries, there is a tendency for the proportion
to decrease as the income increases, but this is not the
case with these Chinese budgets.
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Hzart, Licat anp WATER

For their light and their fuel and water supply for the

year, the families in the $5 group spent an average of

only $16.35. This included 80 cents for water, $2.05 for

kerosene, and $13.50 for fuel for both cooking and heat-

ing. The amounts used were 3.7 gallons of kerosene,

and 1,600 catties—just over one ton—of coal and coal--

balls. Nine-tenths of the fuel supply was coalballs, the
fuel most generally used in Peiping. The expenditure
‘increased as the family income increased until, in the $300

group, it was $204 per family per year. This included

$15.85 spent for water, and $52.35 for electricity. In
this income group, the fuel supply totaled 630 catties of
wood and charcoal, 9,500 catties of coalballs, and 6,600
catties of coal—almost 11 tons of coal and coalballs. The
average consumption of kerosene was only 13 gallons per
family, as electricity was generally used for lighting. The
first regular users of electricity were found in the $40
group. (Tables 30, 31 and 32.)

“Fuel for both cooking and heating averaged only eight
pounds of coal and coalballs per family per day, for all
the families with incomes of less than $25 a2 month, A
tair standard of living in Philadelphia allows 27.5 pounds
of coal per day for heating, besides gas for cooking.

Even though the fuel expenditure of the $5 group was
small, it was 16.1 per cent of the total budget. The
amount increased as the income increased, but the pro-
portion decreased until, in the $300 group, it was only
4.5 per cent, This decrease, although it does not agree
with Engel’s law, seems to be typical in China and in other
countries.
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It is interesting to note that, while the proportion of
the budget used for heat, light and water decreased as the
family income increased, the proportion spent for clothes
increased; and that the changes in the two percentages
were nearly equal in amount, although opposite in direc-
tion. If the two figures are added together, the totals, for
two-thirds of the income groups, lie between 15.5 and 18
per cent.

In the lower income groups, the monthly consumption
of kerosene showed a regular seasonal variation, 31 per
cent-above the monthly average in December, and 30 per
cent below the average in July. Coalballs show much the
same variation, but the largest consumption came in Jan-
uary rather than December. For January, the figures
were 32 per cent above the monthly average; and for July,
18 per cent below the monthly average. (Table 33.)

MISCELLANEOUS

* The families in the $5 group spent an average of only
80 cents a month for all the items not included under the
four headings, “Food,” “Clothing,” “Rent,” and “Fuel.”
This was 8.5 per cent of their income. For the $40 group,
the figures were $13, or 30 per cent; for the $100 group,
$47, or 40 per cent; and for the $300 group, $215 a
month, or 55 per cent. (Tables 34 and 35.) The propor-
tion spent for “Miscellaneous” increased as the family in-
come increased, and the rate of increase was almost the
same as the rate of decrease in the proportion spent for
food. If the two percentages are added together, ?o sum
is between 70 and 75 for all but two of the income groups.
The details of the items included under the heading “Mis-
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cellaneous” give an interesting picture of the differences
in the plane of living of families with different incomes.
As might be expected, the amounts for the different items
regularly increased, and in most cases the proportion of

the budget spent for each item increased, as the family in-

come increased.

Health—Every family spent something for one or
more of the health items, but for many families the
amounts were small. The total for the year averaged only
$1.15 per family in the $5 group; and $1.85 in the $10
group. The family income was $70 a month before the
health expenditure was regularly over $10 a year. Even
in the higher income groups, the average was generally
only between $3 and $4 2 month. For most groups, the
health expenditure was between 1 and 2 per cent of the
family budget.

Entertatmment—All but three families spent some-
thing for recreation and entertainment. The amount
was next to the largest of the miscellaneous items. Natu-
rally, it increased rapidly as the family income increased.’
Although for the $5 group it was only $1.10 for the en-
tire year, it was more than $1 a month when the family
income was more than $25 a month. It was regularly

mere than $100 a year when the income was above $90 a

month ; and over $200 a year when the income was more _

than $150 2 month. The total amount spent for enter-
tainment by all the families was only slightly less than the
total expenditure for clothes, and more than the amount
spent for heat, light and water.

The proportion of the budget spent for entertainment
increased as well as the amount. It was less than 2.5 per
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cent in the lowest income groups, but ordinarily was more
than 9.5 per cent for the groups above $90.

Tobacco was used by 217 families, and wine by 215.
The average expenditure for tobacco was only 3 cents per
month for the $5 group, and 11 cents for the $10 group.
Tt was less than 45 cents until the family income was more
than $50 a month, and was over $1 a month for only five
groups. In one-third of the income groups, the families
using wine bought an average of less than one pint of
wine per month; and in one-half the groups, they bought
less than one quart a month. The highest income group .
average was only 95 cents per month. (Table 36.)

Education—Two hundred and two families, 71 per
cent, reported some expenditure for newspapers, books,
school tuition. Below $40 a month, 45 per cent of
the families spent nothing for education. Over $40,
only 3.5 per cent failed to report some expenditure under
that heading. The amount was only 1 cent a year for the
$5 families. Until the income was more than $35 a
month, the average amount was less than $1.15 a year.
Ordinarily it was not over $7 a year until the family in-
come was more than $70 a month. Over $125 a month,
the average was generally over $100 a year.

The average expenditure was less than 0.5 per cent for
the groups below $35 a month; between 1 and 2 per cent
for the groups between $35 and $100 a menth; and be-
tween 3.4 and 5.5 per cent above $100 a month, except for
the families with children in college. Then it was some

10 per cent of the average budget. . ‘

Forty-seven per cent of the families purchased news-
papers at some time during the year. Only one-quarter

of the families receiving less than $40 a month spent any-
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thing for newspapers, but all of the families receiving
more than $100 a month did so; and three-quarters of

~ those with incomes between $40 and $100 a month.
Sixty-two boys and 31 girls, or about one-quarter of

the children of school age, attended school at some time

during the year. As with newspapers, $40 a month seems
to be a dividing point. Below that amount, only 11 per
cent of the families paid anything for tuition; but, over
that amount, more than 55 per cent of the families paid
something for school fees.

Communication—Two hundred and twenty-nine fami-
lies, 81 per cent, spent something for travel, postage,
or other means of communication. The 54 families with
no expenditure under this heading all had incomes of less
than $30 a month. The average amount was only 1 cent
per year in the $5 group, and less than $1 a year for the
$10 and the $15 groups. It was more than $1 a month
only when the income was more than $70 a month; but
was regularly more than $4.50 a month above $100 a
month. The percentage figures were less than 1 per cent
below $25 a month; between 1 and 2 per cent for the
groups between $25 and $90 a month; and over 2 per
cent for the groups above $90. The maximum was 5 per
cent. Three families employed full-time ricksha men;
ten families had bicycles; and one had an automobile.
Four families had. telephones.

Service—Eighty-six per cent of the families reported
some expenditure for service, such as the removal
of ashes and night-soil, care of the street lights, part or
tull-time service. Thirty-four families had one or more
- servants living with the family, The total number of
servants. was 47. Only 14 of these were males. A fam-
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ily apparently must have at least $90 a month ._u.nmonn. it
can afford to employ a servant. Only five families with
servants had less than that amount; but 60 per cent of the
families receiving more than $90 a month had at least one
full-time assistant, : .

The average wage for the women-servants was a little
over $3 a month, besides room and vomﬂ._@.‘. Ricksha men
were paid $12 a month, but they bought their own food.

The average amount paid for service was less than 45
cents a year for the families with incomes of less than $25
a month. From $25 to $90 a month, it ranged from $1.10
to $5.50; but it was $27.75 for the $90 group, and $145
for the $300 group. .

Below $90 a month, the expenditure for service was
regularly less than 1 per cent; and, for many of _ﬁwﬁ
groups, it was less than 0.5 per cent. Over $90, it ranged
from 1.8 to 2.8 per cent of the total budget. .

Household Equipment—There were 110 different
items on the list of household equipment bought by
273 families. The average expenditure was less than
85 cents a year for the three lowest income groups.
From $40 to $100 2 month, it was ordinarily between .mm
and $10 a year. There was a large increase when the in-
come went over $100 a month. The average for the $100
group was $39.70, more than four times the average for
‘the $90 group. For the $300 group, the average was
$150.85, a little more than twice the average of the $150
group. . |

Relow $30 a month, household equipment was _mmm than
1 per cent of the family budget ; from $30 to $100, it was
ordinarily between 1 to 2 per cent; and over $100, ,co_l
tween 2.5 and 3.7 per cent.
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Judging from an inventory of the furniture and other
household equipment of another group of families with
incomes of less than $12 a month, the 80 cents a year spent
by the families in our $10 group was 8 per cent of the
value of their fumishings.

Contributions—Money sent to parents or other rela- -
tives who were not part of the Peiping households,
was classed by our families with money given to needy -
persons outside the family, or to religious or charitable
organizations, Thirty-nine families, all with incomes of
less ‘than $100 a month, gave money to relatives; 117
families gave money outside the family. The money
given to relatives was 63.5 per cent of the total contribu-
tion expenditure, and was 86 per cent of the total for the
families with incomes of less than $100 a month.

The income group averages for contributions ranged
from $1.35 for the $80 group, to $36.50 for the $70
group. The average per family reporting was $4.10 for
the $80 group ; $4.55 for the $25 group; $42 for the $90
group; and $52.65 for the $60 group.

Contributions were less than 1 per cent of the family
budget, for one-half of the income groups. For only three
groups was the amount more than 1.5 per cent.

Above $70 a month, contributions, other than money
given to relatives, averaged $17.20 per family reporting,
for the households with one or more Christian members ;
$22.15 for one Mohammedan family; and $10.70 for
other families. Below $70, the averages for the families
reporting were $7 for the Christian families; 4 cents for
the Mohammedan families; and 40 cents for the others.

Religion—Two hundred and fifty-seven families, 91
per cent, spent something for incense, paper money,

paper gods, lanterns for the Feast of Lanterns, special
food eaten at festival time, but the amounts were small.
The total expenditure for 2ll the families was only $601.
The income group averages for the families reporting
varied from 13 cents to $7. There seems to be a tendency
for the average to be between $2 and $3 per year when the
family income is more than $35 a month. For all of the
income groups, the expenditure for religion was less than
1 per cent of the family budget; and for all but five it was
less than 0.5 per cent. (Tables 34 and 35.)

‘Incense was bought by 206 families, paper money by
187 families, paper gods by 123 families. The total ex-
penditure was incense $128; paper money $85 ; paper gods
$22. (Table 37.)

Incidentals—All but four families spent something
for one or more of the items included under the
heading “Incidentals.” For individual families, the
amounts varied from 6 cents to $418, but the income
group averages ranged from 75 cents to $147 a year.
Below $30 a month, the averages were all less than $8 a
year. Below $100 a year, only three averages were more

‘than $20 a year. Above $100 only one was less ﬂwmﬁ.%wo.
. éwm&nm and funeral expenses were partly responsible for
the large averages in the higher income groups.

The expenditure for incidentals was between 2 and 3
per cent of the budget for more than one-half the income
groups. It was less than 1 per cent for only the $5 and
$10 groups, and more than 3 per cent for only five groups.
Those five all had incomes of more than $70 a month.

Weddings and Funerals—The accounts of ten 4&-
dings, 17 funerals, one engagement party, and one birth-
day party, give the details of those outstanding events
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in the economic and social life of the families. The wed-

ding expenditure ranged from $61.10 to $853.75. The .

smallest amount was spent for the wedding of the daugh-
ter of a ricksha man. His average income was $17.75 a
month, The most expensive wedding was that of a son of
a family that had an income of some $250 a month.

The funerals cost from $1.82 to $744.85. The $1.82
funeral was for the two-year-old younger son of a family
with an income of $14 a month, Other funerals for chil-
dren less than three years old all cost less than $9. The
most expensive funeral was that of a sixty-four-year-old
widow who had been living alone. Evidently her relatives
used some of her property to give her a specially fine
funeral.

In terms of family income, the wedding expenses
ranged from 1.5 to 9 times the average monthly income;
but for one-half of them the expenditure was from 4 to
4.5 months’ income. The children’s funerals cost from
one-eighth to one-seventh of a month’s income, those for
older people from 1.25 to 45 months’ income. If no
funeral feast was served, the outlay ordinarily was from
1.25 to 1.5 months’ income. With a feast, the total cost
was usually between 2.5 and 5.5 times the average
monthly income,

In order to distribute the burden of the expense of a
wedding, funeral, or other special event, it is customary
in Peiping for friends who attend to give presents of
money. The presents received varied from $27 to $600,
for the weddings; and from $3.45 to $300, for the funer-
als. In some cases, the presents amounted to more than
the entire outlay, but ordinarily the wedding gifts ranged

FUNERAL LIONS

These lions, made of evergreen, paper and

kaoliang stalks, will be burned so they can

sit in front of the deceased’s spiritual
yamen,

CATAFALQUE ON ITS WAY TO THE GRAVE
This one, part of an expensive funeral, is carried by thirty-two men.




CHINESE GRAVE MOUNDS

Women wailing before the grave of their dead on Chinese New Year's Day.

MOHAMMEDAN GRAVE MOUNDS
Quite different from the usual cone-shaped Chinese grave.
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from one-quarter to one-half the total expenditure, and
the funeral gifts from one-fifth to one-half.

Surplus and Investment—According to the accounts,
200 families, /1 per cent, lived within their incomes
and were able to save money. This surplus was the
largest of the miscellaneous items. In six income groups,
it was more than one-half the total for miscellaneous.
The income-group averages ranged from $6:40 a year
for the $5 group, to $1,135 a year for the $300 group.
The amount was more than $50 a year for all of the
groups receiving $30 or more a month; and more than .
$100 a year for those receiving more than $60 a month.
One hundred and fifty-two families invested part of their
surplus, lent money to others, reduced outstanding loans.
Forty-two families were members of one or more savings
societies to which they made regular payments, and from
which they occasionally withdrew funds. There was an
unexpended surplus on 175 accounts. (Table 34.)

For seven income groups, the average surplus was less
than 10 per cent of the total budget. Four of these groups
had incomes of less than $25 a month, but three had more -
than $100 a month. The average was more than 20 per
cent for four groups, the $60, the $80, the $200 and the
$300 groups. (Table 35.) _

In all but one of the 12 income groups receiving less
than $90 a month, more than 60 per cent—and in four
groups over 80 per cent—of the accounts showed a sur-
plus. Over $90 a month, the proportion was less than
50 per cent in three groups; and in two of these, it was
less than 35 per cent. Previous savings evidently made it
possible for more of the higher income families to spend
money for needs that could not be met out of current in-
come.
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APPENDIX I
GLOSSARY

chiang-yu, bean sauce.

chigo-tzi, meat dumpling,

ch'ieh mien, a variety of noodles.

chien, carbonate of soda.

chien, space between two roof trusses; in smaller houses a room
is one chien, . .

chih-ma chiang, sesamum sauce,

. chu-po-po, meat dumpling.

fan ch’ien, tip, or food money.

fén chia, to divide the family property.

hsiang is'ai, sweet vegetable,

hsiang-yu, sweet-oil made from sesamum,

hsigo-mi mien, mixture of bean and millet flour ; corn flour is also
added to some of the cheaper grades.

hsi mien, happy noodles; a variety of noodles used for weddings
and other special occasions. .

huang chiang, salty yellow sauce made from yellow beans.

i £, public graveyard. .

Fang, raised brick bed.

kaoliong, a non-saccharine sorghum grown for its grain. Its
leaves are used for stock food; its stalks for fuel and in con-
struetion work.

ke-ta, vegetable usually salted and used as flavoring.

kua-mien, a variety of noodles.

Kuo Min Chiin, The People’s Army, under Feng Yu-hsiang.

kung la, candle for use in religious observances.

lao-ping, wheat-flour cakes.

lo-pa-chou, porridge eaten on the eighth of the Twelfth Moon.

ma-hug, fried bread.

313
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mai lu ch’ien, paper money used for funerals,
man-t'ou, steamed bread.
mien-pao, baked yeast bread.

min-i p’u, “hell clothes stores” ; shops that make the paper houses,

carts, clothes, figures burned during funeral and memorial
services. .

nien-kao, New Year’s cake.

#'ai-lon, ornamental gateway.

P'ing-an, peace. .

sha-kuo, sand apple.

shao~-ping, wheaten cakes sprinkled with sesamum seed.

suan ts'ai, pickled cabbage.

t’ao E’u, hip-length padded leggings.

Hen-hsin, general term for cakes, also light lunch eaten before
the regular morning meal.

tsung-tzi, balls of glutinous rice and dates eaten on the fifth of
the Fifth Moon.

tzii-sun po-po, “‘sons and grandsons dumplings,” presented to a
bride and groom.

el is’d, purple vegetable,

wo-wo t'ou, corn-meal cakes.

yang la, foreign-style candle.

yiian hsigo, balls of rice flour filled with melon seeds, candied
fruit, eaten at New Year's.

yu-t’igo, batter fried in deep oil.

APPENDIX 11

TABLE 1
Family Origin
Monthly Peiping Hopei Shantung Other
Income Per . Per Per Per
No. cent No. cent No. cent No. cent
Below $23 -....| 87 75 24 21 4 3 1 1
25—49 ...... 44 62 17 24 9 13 1 1
50—74 ...... 17 49 10 28 6 17 2 6
75—100 . 10 44 9 39 1 4 3 13
QOver 3100 12 32 12 3z 8 21 6 15
Total ....... 170 60 72 25 28 ' 10 13 5
TABLE 2

Z:E_uﬁ. of Families and Persons, Average Number of Huoﬂmonm.
and Cost Consumption Units Per Family

Huo_.moum O
per Family per

283 1312 4.6

Monthly Income Families Persons

&

wiohts | b EC}

DoteininhobhombNHeED

T TN R B8
GO b= Q0 O NI = VA INDD

wn
o
R A T R

* Liniits for income groups, $5.00-$5,99, $10.00-§14.99, ete. To simplify tables,
figures to uum_u» of decimal point have wnnn omitted.
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TABLE 3 Occupations—Men—(Continued)

. . Camel Driver ................ L1 Push-cart Man ,......cc00cnn..
Age and Sex~~Number in Five-Year Age Groups Catafalque Bearer ............. 1 Ricksha Man ....
: Coolie ... ..oovviiiinnnnnnnn.. 3 Servant .......,
Gatekeeper . 3 Street Sprinkler .
Age Male Female Total Wwﬁ%ﬂ% Man . w Wagon Driver ...

58 63 121
& mm 123 Occupations—Women
57 125 ACtress ..., .vieennian. .1 Servant ......... 6
51 50 101 Doctor ... iuiviiiinnn. . 1 Sewing and Washing . 58
69 64 133 House Owner ...,............. 2 Teacher . 5
49 52 101 Match Company ......... R | Thread Maler 1
63 62 127 NUFSE < otieerennnrnnas 6 Toothbrush Maker ...... 9
Mm . wm mw Wuunm Flower Maker 2 Weaving 4
3 31 5 eddler ... 0iiiiiniveneneene. 1 N T
23 28 51
15 13 28
12 11 23

3 2 5

2 2
1 1
5 6 11
638 674 1312 TABLE 5

Monthly Wage Rates for Different Occupations

Occupation ‘Wages

Coalball Maker .... ..toom and § 8§
Servant ......

Shoemaker
TABLE 4 Gatekeeper
Policeman
Occupations—Men . %hmhmwﬂﬁu e
Clerk and Accountant .......... 47 Carpenter 5 Camel Driver .............ccceueune.
Contractor .....-.vevvrevnrnnn. 1 Chauffeur 1 Ricksha Man (with ricksha) ......
Doctor .. ..iiiiiiiiiiieann 2 Cook ... 6 “ Y (without ricksha) ..,
Fortune-teller .... e 1 Coalball Maker 3 Wagon Driver ....voviiirnensnnn.
House Owner .... ce.. 12 Embreidery Worker ....... 1 Chauffeur ...... St ranae e
Inon Keeper ... .ovvvinnnnnnns 1 Glasses Grinder ....... 1 Private Telephone Operator .........
Librarian .....vovviiiiianean., 1 Hair Orpament Maker ........ 1 Glasses Grinder ....
Money Lender .....ecvveuune.. 2 Machinist .......... R | Clerk ..... e
Musician ..... hereneseiaianaa, 2 Mason ......ciieiraaan. veeeas 6 Post-office Sorters and Clerks ,.........
Office Manager .......e000000. 1 Mat Shed Builder ........ veae. 3 Employee of Electric Company ......
Preacher ...... D - Medicine Maker .............. 3 Boiler Reom .....o.vviiicanans,
Storyteller ._.............0... 1 Painter .............. 1 Engine ROOI . ... .rtiiin ittt iieea e i nnnnanns
Teacher ........ciciiiiaincnna. 21 Paper Flower Maker 1 Pastor of & Church ................. ....usually house and 35 to 65
Translator 2 Paper Hanger ..........0.s 5 Teacher ..... b sereereeaeeeaaaea et 14 to 80
Pen Maker ............... 1 School  Proctor Ceetaeeea.a.. 90
Army iiiiiiiiiiraraaeaaaee 3 Printer ...... 3 L S D o M0
Police ......iiivviviisiieie.. B Shoemaker .........iceeeeven. 5 . Middle Schoo! Principal .........0000.. ....house and 150
Post Office ................... B Middle School Pean ............. vevssonss..house and 285
Railroad ......c.coiiiniinaan. 3 Electric Company ............ . 24 College Professor .................. e coe.. 280
Telegraph ... ...vcvviviinnnna 1 Doctor .,....... .....house and 125
Telephome .....ccvvvivinnnnn., 2 Storekesper ... ... 00veeieee.s 17 . Station Master . veeve.. 150
Railroad Telegraph Operator ..... P v... 195
Barber ........ciiiiiiiiee. 1 Peddler .............0c000ihn 25 Womsan In-servant ................ ...food, ete,, and 2.50 to 3.50
Bird Catcher P Woman Qut-servant ................ tevsisene. 12 and 16
Clotk Worker ......vvvvvevnnes 1 Store Clerk or Worker ........ 13 Hospital Nurse .. ... .. 0ccvviriennerrnrsnnreanisninnean. 15
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TABLE 6

INCOME: Amounts Received from Different Sources by 283
Families During One Year, and Number of Families Receiving
) Income from Each Source

TAELE 8

Average Percentage of Income Received from Various Sources by
Families in Different Income Groups

Monthly Income Wages Rent Interest’ Misc. Capital
No, of Per
Families Amount Cent .. 74.1 .. .. 11.8 14,1
; I 2.4 0.4 10.0 2.9 -
Wages .............| a2 $141,042.59 73.1 U srz 25 0.1 6.2 4.0
Reat ...............| 113 29,826.44 153 1 82 5.7 1.8 5.6 4.1
1—Free Rent ...... 93 11,864.91 6.1 B 7Y 5.3 0.3 3.5 2.4
2—Rent Received o 21.4 8.2 0.8 1.4 g2
From Property 68 17,961.53 9.2 1 7ss 14.9 1.1 2.6 2.9
Interest ............| 99 5,508.79 2.9 N 144 65 33 43
Miscellaneous ........| 176 £1620.10 29 o 25.3 05 0.6 1.8
Capital ......... cee 71 7,884.85 41 N Y 1817 158 0.8 0.1
Deficit .. ....... ... 38 1,264.51 1.7 1 w9 9.9 1.8 g 46
. - . -] so0a 17.4 0.7 0.3 1.5
Total .............. $193,156.28 100.0 L me wm.m mw ww mw
124. ... . . ) ) .
19518 1 s 164 . 56 28 28.7
O 18.2 2.3 1.8 3.9
831 T2 5.3 13.7 6.7
Ll 7za 217 4.6 1.3 ..
Ll kes 20.3 1.2 11 10.6
TABLE 7
Average Income from Various Sources—Amount Received Per
Month by Families in Different Income Groups : :
: TABLE 9
Monthly Miscel- . g . .
Income Wages | Rent | Interest| jancous | Capital | Total EXPENDITURE: Amounts Spent by 283 Families During One
No. Reporting 272 113 99 176 83 " Year for Different Budget Items :
. .. |s 100 | $1.14 | § 867 = .
$.29 | .08 1.27 ‘32 12.86 Amount Per Cent .
47 01 F 113 70 | 17.89
1.22 -40 1.18 92 | 2179 Food  coveinrininnenns $66,543.35 34.5
.1.38 .08 03 62 26.95 Clothing ... 100 16,333.83 8.4
2.69 -26 43 262 | 3228 Rent ...oovivrininins 22,195.30 : 115
5.56 -39 98 t 1.08 | 37.51 Heat, Light, Water ... 14,442.38 7.5
6.24 2.72 1.44 1.98 43.92 Miscellaneous ........ 73,641.42 38.1
13.44 | .27 .33 99 | 53.53 Education ..........| $5,239.00 2.7
11.87 10.32 -49 -05 £3.64 Cotnmuorieation ..... 4,439.95 2.3
7.34 1.33 3.60 $.34 73.38 Contributions ....... 2,142.19 11
. ool | 1| w2 Health ......... 3,596.88 L9
: : - - - Equipment . .. 3,633.83 . .
21.05 4.30 417 1 1055 | 114.30 Tonse Equipment ... 2,692.26 14 _
22.35 8.0z 3.92 38.80 137.63 Entertainment ...... 15,031.21 7.3
28.88 3.75 277 [ 609 | 159.95 Religion ...........| =~ 601.35 0.3
20.00 A I v 185.67 Capital and Surplus .|  30,624.05 158
: - 24 38.4 i 5,651.70 .
79.03 | 5.64 | 425 | 40.46 | 377.78 Incidentals

Total ......ovvvvnnnn. $193,156.28 100.0
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TABLE 10

Average Amount Spent Per Month for the Main Budget Items by
Families in Different Income Groups

TABLE 12

Average Percentage of Expenditure Used for the Main Budget
, Items by Families in Different Income Groups

Monthly Income Food Clothing Rent Heat Misc. Monthly Income Food Clothing Rent Heat Misc.
$5— 9., v g3.28 .19 1.04 1.36 81 :
10— 14..... wm.om \ 67 mH.Hm m_.t ﬂH.E B G mw.m mw Hm.m Wm.w Hm.m
15— 19,0000 0000 1043 74 1.73 2.21 277 e 28 a1 97 12.3 15.5
20— 240000000000 11.99 1.15 1.98 2,48 4.20 s 190l ssd 1 %0 114 19.2
25— 290010101000 1355 1.61 254 273 6.53 - T SR NI+ %o 9.5 101 24.1
30— 34,0000 . 1519 2.41 2.66 320 8.82 23— 2901l S04 3 9.5 10.1 24.1
35— 39000 e 1661 2.43 4.06 342 10,99 i+ SRLLEELARALES: (A1 65 109 9.2 2900
40— 490110 ) 1838 338 5.46 338 13.36 S aa P 75 12.5 7.7 30.6
50— 590 i 10 485 670 408 | 107 P SRRt I 91 126 716 33's
60— 69....nrin. 1 2356 3.08 9.12 4.91 22.97 ARt N {47+ it 143 7.7 36.2
70— 79..0.000000001 B0 6.52 2.30 . 5.20 27.25 §0— 83remrret 320 g0 113 71 371
80— 89,0101l ] 3040 614 10.84 6.21 3066 o Doy 338 73 123 7.3 36.5
9g— 99 .11l 31.53 9.04 10.97 7.52 36.86 B B 382 95 1.4 7.9 38.3
1001240, 000000000 36.53 11.70 11.61 7.70 46.76 AR et B -1 10.2 102 6.8 40,5
125--149. .. " R 40.87 1473 15.69 9.93 56.41 100 dad g 322 108 115 7.3 410
150—174. ... 01" Y a2 18.60 30.97 13.19 55.08 T AN N 72 e 194 2.2 34.1
175=m198. .. .L.Ll 0. 41.51 21.67 23.54 7.63 91.32 i 1 AR I+ 117 128 41 ag.y
200—299. ... .. 1010 50,49 19.57 31.28 12.56 12457 EY e SRR 513 84 131 5.3 51.9
300— -.... OIS 72.90 4022 | 3279 1699 | 214.85 20299 .eeeee 213 111 o4 a5 55.4

TABLE 11 TABLE 13

Average Expenditure for Food Per Capita and Per Cost

Average Expenditure for Food Per Cost Consumption Unit Per
Consumption Unit Per Month

Month, and Average Family Income Per Month~Families

Grouped According to Number of Units in the Family
Monthly Per Per Moanthly ~ Per Per
Income Capita C.C.1T. Income Capita C.C.U.
C.C.U. - Number Average Food Average

L $1.76 229 | |[svo— 79.......| s6.52 8.33 In Family Families per C. C. U. Income
191800 I B e S &0 | red _
2024, 235 366 |[100—1241000000 717 9.30 0.6—L5..ooiinin, o $18.28 $aogo
2529 3.15 4.65  |[225—149...000" 5.45 9.34 L6—25....oonnnnnn : A 623 677
30—34....... .. 3.62 523 |[150—174. .. 0] 6.48 8.87 2685t % L 7774
35—39...... .. 3.26 520 {|175-—199....... 7.85 10,12 3.6—4.5. L Ll %0 5.83 g4
40—49. .00 4.70 7.01 ||200—209... . " 5.87 872 46—5.5. . el z 24 - 14624
50—59. .. 1] 5.37 786 ||so0— IIlIIT0| 296 | 13.43 WMHWM AERERSEREEY 3 %4 37505
60—6%......... 4,21 6.49 Hm. . i 4.35 241.60
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Average Percentage of Expenditure Used for Main Budget Items
—Families Grouped According to Amount of Income Per Cost
Consumption. Unit Per Month

TABLE 14

Monthly Income
Per Cost No. of Food |Clothing| Rent Heat,
Consumption Unit | Families Light

Under $5.00........ 30 65.0 4.5 8.7 11.2
$5.00— 7.49.., 60 57.6 6.2 10.2 1.6

7,50 9,99 . 44 53.0 5.0 9.9 1l.6
10,00—12,49........ 18 47.3 5.4 11.7 4.4
12,50-—14,99. ., 18 45.5 5.9 12.8 10.8
15.00—17.49. . .. 19 41.5 6.3 12.2 9.1
17.50—19.99. ., . 17 40.7 10.2 11.7 9.0
20.00—24.99_ ., 16 35.7 10.7 11.1 7.5.
25.00—29.99. .. 23 31.8 8.7 13.8 6.6
30.00—34.99. ... 10 27.5 10.5 110 6.2 44
35.00—39.99. ., . 10 29.8. 8.4 9.5 6.9 45
40.00—44.99. ., . 3 35.9 12.7 9.6 9.5 32.
45.00—49.99. .. . 3 27.2 8.8 21.4 6.5 36
50.00—59.99. .. . 6 20,1 9.5 8.6 5.7 56,
60.00—79.99. .. . 4 21,1 13.2 7.2 3.9 54,
Over 100.00......... 2 i1.6 5.3 6.2 4.5 69

TABLE 15

Peiping and Shanghai Working-Class Budgetsl-Amount and

Distribution of Expenditure

M .
mnummwﬂwwm Z.WM_MMW.HE Food | Clothing| Rent Fuel

14 $35.85..... 5.00 42.0% 11.0%| 14.0% 7.0%] 26.0%
2, 21.93..... 3.892 56.3 10.3 11.6 7.5 - 142
3. 21.34..., ., 5.00 52,0 10.0 13.0 9.0 16.0
4. 21.00...... 4.00 - 644 9.5 . 9 7.1 9.5
5. 16.91...... 4.58 712 6.8 7 11.3 3.1
6. 15.00. . 2,00 66.6 6.7 10 10.0 6.7
7. 14.25. . 5.30 75.0 5.0 8 9.0 3.0
8. 13.75. . 3.322 61.3 4.0 11 13.5 2.8
9. 1295 ..., 5.00 73.8 6.6 11 3 8.5

10. 11.52..... 5.60 87,0 25 8 3 2.5

1 No. 32, Bibliography.
3 Adult Male Equivalent,

8 Included in Food.
1 Studies made by:

1, 3—M. T. Chu, Shanghai, 1926.

2, 5, 8&—Social Research Institute,
4, 6—G. E. Sokolsky, Shanghai, 1926,

7—S. D. Gamble, Feiping, 1924.
9, 10—Dr. Louise Morrow, Peiping, 1923.

Peiping, 1926-28.

APPENDIX II

TABLE 16

istributi i Principal Items
tage Distribution of queumﬁﬁ_.m. for the c
mv_m_.ooﬂ M.» the Budgets of Families in Different Countries

323

8 No. 34, 1°No 13. I No. 8
’ 2N.Hmnwm=mam m.mﬁa spent for bedding and

b included in Miscellaneous.
e WWM_E and tobacco moved from Foo

o Maintenance and Operation.

f Rent includes Heat and Upkeep.

household necessities.

d to Miscellaneous.

4 Repairs, furniture, furnpishings shifted to Miscellaneous.

Stud Wmﬂ.ﬁw Food |Clothing Heat Misc.
tudy
28.3%
i e 3970 41.2% | 13.6% 4£.5%
Wﬂmﬁw_wwu.w L .u.n.wmmm 658 13.2 ww kum
I n&mn womn.&mw s, _.....Rup. 630| 56.8 9.6 74 183
HM&N MwoﬁwwuwW. ......Rup. 1800] 43.4 10.4 .
Jagan: Y. 200| 65.0 6.0 ” 17.0
i PRI . s um.o
Primary B s 1Y 960 350 | 10.0 R
Manual Workers® ..... Y. 1097 35.1¢ 13.0 &2 A
‘Salaried. Workers® ..... Y. 1492 29.4¢ 13.8 8 3a
Russia (Large Cities)? ... .w_ww_mwh 45.1 9.4 9
mw«%u%mmam Class ........Fr. 1200 62.0 16.0 5.0 .
over m.O Hm.O
C Welltodg .vuve--sen. Fr. 3000 50.0 18.0
a 28.0
q.mm. A milies® ..........51983] 39.5 13.8 m..m 28.0
zwﬂnHE_. nowa».. BAdr..........| 431 13.2 iy
s . .
Dallas, e Exist, .....$744] 482 | 18.2 g0 | 76
Average Budget .......$1134 45.0 12.6 h Y
. Bu |
New York Citrp it by C.0.5)| 400 | 154 | 12
‘Philadelphia®? ...ooovaionn .$1637| 404 18.3 "
San B eedis ..........52100{ 380 | 11.2 36 | 293
m.nam siopald* .... ....56500| 16.0 13.7 a3 1.2
toing Ll.L. C. $210f 58.2 4.6 18 16.0
wmmwm et Uls2s60] 213 8.4
) ! .
a 5. 3No. 3. *WNo. . 5 No. ¢ No. mu.m‘ﬂ Hmw 40
1Mo Lo N, 1 S No. 2. 19 No, 24. 4 No. 25.

Water to Heat.
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TABLE 17

Average Expenditure for Different Food Classifications: Amount

Per Cost Consumption Unit Per Year

APPENDIX II

TAELE 19

Monthly Expenditure for Different Kinds of Food Expressed as
Per Cent of Average Monthly Expenditure. Figures Are Average
of Averages for the $10, the $15 and the $20 Groups

[Monthly Average = 100]

325

Monthly : Condi- Vege- . . Total
Income Grain | Flour ments | Meat | yapfes | Fruit | Misc. | Per

. Month

$ 5— 9., $4.04 1%$16.20 $3.61 $ .91 2.61 $ .13 .02 2,29
10— 14.. 7.06 22,28 4.32 2.66 ﬂm.mv 36 ¥ .52 ﬂm.mﬂ
15— 19, 5.96 22.28 5.16 2.96 3.46 .38 2,63 3.57
20— 24, ., 5.93 21.19 5.79 4.06 3.83 60 2.49 3.66
25— 29, 9.29 26.98 6.88 5.60 4.84 58 1.58 4.65

30— 34..] 10.54 | 26.47 7,97 7.67 5.28 1.36 3.45 5,23

Grain & | Condi- Vege- .
Flour | ments | Meat tables Feuit Total
101.4 98.3 80.5 115.9 51.4 95,
113.4 109.4 174.6 128.8 72.7 117,
82.0 96.6 117.5 75.0 81.9 85,
96.7 91.0 20.8 76.2 36.9 92
. 96.2 93.4 94,9 82.8 48.4 94,
1. 100.4 96,6 73.2 81.1 34.4 95.
. 99.5 98.4 96.4 102.2 64,7 99,
100.8 99.6 65.5 105.9 71.8 99.6
.| 103.2 106.1 75.4 106.9 9.5 103.0
101.7 107.5 138.5 99.0 9.7 107.5
106.0 102.6 94.7 111.5 0.2 105.3
99.3 100.4 97.9 114.8 7.9 100.1
TABLE 20

Average Expenditure for the Principal Grains—Amount Per Cost
Consumption Unit Per Year

35— 39..1 844 | 2831 7.84 8.0l | 556 1.07 | 2.96 | B5.20
40— 49..| 1460 | 29,55 | 1011 | 1307 | &.51 222 { 7.03 7.01
50— 59..| 1279 | 3223 | 13.34 | 17.04 7.54 | 2.56 | 5.08 | 7356
60— 69..| 13.12 | 27.42 953 | 1552 | 709 | 265 | 2.47 | 6.49
70— 79..| 14.32 | 3321 | 1253 | 1747 | 775 | 350 | 1116 | 233
80— 89..| 14.98 | 28.18 | 11.05 {1913 | %16 | 353 [ 4.82 | 7.40
90— 99..] 17.94 | 31.05 | 15.26 | 23.62 | 9.40 | 5.23 1.00 | 863
100—124..) 22.37 | 34.89 | 13.67 [ 2297 | 828 | 5.82 | 364 | 9.30
125—149. .| 17.61 | 3493 | 1502 | 26.46 | 819 | 668 | 319 | 9.34
150—174..| 24.62 | 32.07 | 13.56 | 20.84 | 209 | 4319 | 306 | 887
175199, .| 19.97 | 32.81 [ 13.83 | 33.79 | 590 | 6.64 | 853 | 10.12
200-299..] 20.78 | 25.92 | 14.33 | 2276 | 701 | 731 | 663 | 872
300— ..} 36.39 | 33.53 | 27.10 | 44.63 | 11.40 | 19.00 | 1093 | 13.43
TABLE 18
Percentage of Total Food Expenditure Used for Different Food
Classifications
hthl . i -

Motthly 1 Grain | Flour | S9F | Meat | V5% | mruie | Mise.
$5— 9...1 143%| 59.8%| 126% 3.2%| 9.6% 4% 1%
10— 14...] 16.8 55.1 11. 6.7 8.2 .9 1.3
15— 19...| 141 523 12.2 7.1 8.2 9 5.2
20— 24...| 13.4 | 48.4 13.2 9.4 8.3 1.4 5.4
25— 29...1 16.4 48.4 12.7 10.1 8.9 1.1 2.4
30— 34...| 16. 41.9 13. 121 85 2.2 6.3
35— 39...| 13.5 45.6 13, 13.1 9.1 1.7 4.0
40— 49...1 16.5 36. 13. 15.4 7.7 2.7 8.7
50— 59,..1 13.8 36.2 14.7 18.6 8.2 2.9 5.6
60— 69...| 18. 34.8 12.2 19.2 8.9 3.3 5.6
70— 79. .| 14 32.7 12.4 17.3 7.6 3.3 12.7
80— 89...| 176 30.8 12.5 21.9 8. 3.8 3.4
90— 99... 18, 29.2 15.3 23. 9. 4.7 .8
100—i124...| 199 31.5 12.5 20.1 7.5 5.1 3.4
125—149...{ 16. 30.5 12.6 23.7 7.2 5.8 3.2
150—174...] 22 30.3 12.6 19.9 7.6 4, 2.7
175--199...| 16.4 26.2 11.4 28.1 4.8 5.7 7.4.
200-—299. .. 19.9 24.5 13.6 22,1 6.6 7 6,
300— ...] 203 18. 14.9 24.6 6.4 9.3 6

Monthly Income Rice Miilet Kaoliang
279 257 153
$1.81 $1.73 5.04
3.26 2,86 $.27 .64
3.98 1.36 41
4.59 .98 .23
8.16 A6 .18
8.37 1.55 .69
6.42 1.35 36
13.70 73 .04
12.06 72 .08
12.70 .07 04
13.14 .65 42
13.56 23 .05
17.33 .35 ..
20,56 1.05 .26
17.06 42 02
22,94 1.60 .08
20.97 .38 03
19.65 55 .20
34.46 1.26 16
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TABLE 21

Consumption Unit Per Year

Monthly Income Wheat | Millet Corn ew,.mmwﬂ Noodles WMN&H
No, Using .........J 280 265 233 189 215 272
e $2.35 | $4.68 | 37.06 | s1.80 .07 $.08
7.82 7.17 4,68 1.55 15 .46
e 8.87 7.13 4.15 1.17 LIl .53
[ 9.62 7.05 1.96 1.00 14 1.03
veaanes s 17,40 4,79 1.82 80 18 .98
[P 17.18 4.74 1.22 81 27 1.81
creeessnad 16,45 7.85 1.31 72 14 1.7%
ereaaead] 2309 1.75 .30 71 37 3.20
cevened] 2590 2.17 33 .10 .36 2.59
..... . 21.40 1.18 .57 .08 .28 3.64
vevae- ) 26.60 1.39 .24 .06 57 3.42
..... Lo 2292 .75 .23 .08 .58 3.41.
eeeaad 24,92 .61 21 . .54 4.41
......... 26.30 .83 30 .03 84 5.88
vevees.| 25,50 20 Bl .01 .53 6.97
vevaa-| 27.80 76 J4 .. .62 2.36
......... 25,80 .48 29 .01 .67 6.27
e 17.00 70 1,35 07 .78 6.30
seiieae..d] 23.68 54 4 . 1.44 7.61
TABLE 22
Average Quantities of Grain and Flour—Catiies Per Cost
Consumption Unit Per Year
. . Buck- | Grain &
Monthly Rice Millet | Wheat Mitlet Corn wheat Flour
Income MFE. Flour Flour Flour | Per Day
Price $.083 $.074 $.0895 $.067 $.055 $.066
§ 5— 9... 22 23 26 69 129 a7 0.3
10— 14... 38 39 87 107 90 23 1.1
15— 19... 48 18 99 106 79 18 1.0
20— 24.. 54 13 108 108 38 15 0.9
25-— 29, . 99 6 196 71 35 12 1.2
30— 34.. 101 21 194 71 23 12 1.2
35— 39... 77 18 184 117 28 11 1.2
40— 49, .. 167 10 262 27 10 11 1.3
50— 59.. 146 9 290 33 6 1 1.3
60~ 69... 152 1 239 18 11 1 1.2
70— 79.. 159 9 297 21 5 1 1.3 -
80— 89... 163 3 256 11 4 1 1.2
50— 99. 208 5 278 9 5 e L5
100—124.. .235 14 294 12 5 .. 1.5
125—149... 204 6 285 3 16 . L6
150—174. 274 22 308 11 14 .- 1.7
175—199..4 252 5 288 7 5 . i.5
200—299,. 233 7 190 10 25 1 1.3
300— L 411 17 267 8 4 e 1.9

APPENDIX II

TABLE 23
Average Expenditure for Principal Condiments—Amount Per

Cost Consumption Unit Per .%.nmn
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Hmn%m_o...uww mﬂmﬂmn Lard nﬁmﬂum MHWWMM Salt {Vinegar| Sugar | Tea
No, Using| 280 270 279 279 280 280 276 278
5— 9..| $1.05 $.41 .05 $.43 $.47 $.06 $.01 $.86
chll 4., ! .94 41 .ﬂ.cw .53 .66 .14 .09 111
15— 19..4 1.13 .70 .15 72 74 .14 .08 1.10
20— 2¢4..| 1.36 64 .28 .68 61 17 47 1.35
25— 29..] 1.65 1.10 45 91 .69 21 .14 1.20
30— 34..] 221 .65 59 .84 .67 .22 .26 1.66
35— 39..| 2.06 76 .50 .81 72 29 31 1.73
40— 49,1 3.19 117 .89 1.02 82 .29 46 2.23
50— 59..] 4.03 1.60 1.33 1.04 .68 .38 .52 2.90
60— 69.. 2.38 .81 .91 1.26 47 .28 .28 2.22
70— 79..] 3.73 1.09 1.25 104 72 .28 .65 2.70
80— 389..| 2.88 1.17 1.09 1.00 .59 .30 .36 2.29
90— 99, . 4.36 2,17 1.83 76 .88 .35 .86 2.80
100—124,.¢ 3.50 2.30 1.16 1.13 .81 32 67 2.64
125—149. .1 3.86 2.44 1.65 85 .88 .48 .90 3.00
150—174 ... 4.76 131 1.29 .78 83 32 .86 2.19 -
175—199..| 4.04 1.56 1.33 71 90 44 1.23 2.84
200—299..| 3.81 2.42 1.10 .80 .59 .20 1.08 2.41
300— ..| 8.01 3.79 3.66 .76 1.10 .59 1.45 4.40
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TABLE 24
Average Quantities of Meat and Condiments—Catties Per Cost Consumption Unit Per Year )
Sweet- Chiang Huang .

Monthly Income Pork Beef Mutton Lard 0il Yu Chiang Salt Vinegar @)
Price per Catty....| $.305 %.22 $.303 $.380 $.35 $.082 $.066 $.079 $.03 E
$5— 9.......... 1 .. 1 1 3 1 7 6 2

10— 14, .ivnnn..s 2 .. 3 1 2 1 8 8 5 %
15— 19.......... 3 1 3 2 3 2 11 9 5 e
20— 24.......... 4 1 4 2 4 3 10 B 6

25— 29 ....... 6 1 6 3 5 5 14 9 7 rry
30— 34.......... 9 1 & 2 6 7 13 8 7 o
35— 39.......... 8 2 7 2 6 6 12 9 10

40— 49.. ... 110 15 2 12 3 9 11 16 11 10 =
50— 59.......:.. 22 E] 15 4 i1 16 13 S 13 —
66— 69.......... 18 .. 16 2 7 11 19 6 9 -
70— 79, ... ..., 22 6 13 3 11 15 16 9 9 =
80— 89.......... 24 2 14 3 8 13 15 7 10 =
90— 99. .. ....... 23 7 15 6 12 22 12 11 12 w
100—124.......... 21 11 15 6 10 i4 17 10 11
135~149.......... 34 B 15 6 11 20 13 11 16 .
150—174.......... 23 7 12 3 14 16 12 iz 11 —
175199, 11000 33 14 13 4 11 16 11 11 13 <
200—299. . ........ 39 4 10 6 11 13 12 7 7 =
00— .......... 48 16 16 10 23 45 12 14 20

TABLE 25

Average Exzpenditure for Principal Meat Items: Amount Per Cost Consumption Unit Per Year

) Bean
: . Bean Milk
I‘i[:;ilg Pork | Mutton | Beef | Chicken Fish Eggs Beans Curd §2§§l§s Nuts i
No. Using..... 275 279 191 116 277 213 275 278 268 272 49 o
. .22 1 $.09 .- $.11 $.18 $.02 $.02
. $1u-— 1Zf i ¥ gg $.80 $.08 1 13 $.03 .31 05 16 g
15— 19....... 82 .88 17 $.02 .10 .03 17 49 06 13 i
20— 24....... 1.25 1.17 17 1 i; .(1)3 g 'ﬁ ;g %% $11 fg
— o 1.98 .26 . . . )
gcs;— 22: i %%3 1.90 .20 132 36 .40 27 19 33 g1 17 =
35— 39....... 2.30 2.08 42 .09 64 73 .36 60 29 i .
40— 49.. ... 454 3.71 ;g .:'2.3 1 gg 1.% 52 .gg gg ;4 - g
50— 59...... 6.59 4.53 . ) . . 4 3
— 89 06 31 1.10 1.04 .08 .69 58 4 . —_
gg- ?gi e é E; 3.31 1.23 gg % %% Hg gg gg .23 g.} 5 =
80— B9....... 7.40 4.12 46 . . .22 79 &7 51 e
90— 99. .. ... 7.07 4.66 1.56 1.97 1.81 2.00 2 74 58 7 26
100—124. . .... 6.36 4.54 2.49 1.16 1.92 2.%4 43 .53 8 6 18
125—149. ..... 10.27 4.68 1.79 i.18 1.88 2.26 53 64 53 4 32
150—174. ... .. 6.80 3.63 1.59 1.36 1.50 2.65 35 .60 72 s )
175—199...... 10.18 4.04 3.08 1.75 2.49 3.55 . . . 21 442
X 87 1.01 2.09 2.56 36 .58 .38
ggg___ng """ zg gg E.gg 3.61 4.69 3.94% 4.33 1.77 1.41 1.40 1.31 2.13
1Yess than 1 cent,
|

6z¢
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TABLE 26 L
. e TABLE 28
Average Expenditure for Vegetables by 73 Families—Amount
Per Family Per Year Housing and Rent
Vegetable Number Using | Average Amount Rent per Total
s Monthly Income O_Enu per | Persons | Chien per | Rent per ”m.nw Omnuﬁn
Cabbage 73 $2.40 Family | per Chien Month | Month | of Budget
alt Vegetables! ... . )
waoammm..m.:m. WW H..mw $5— Suiiiiiaaenas 1.3 2.3 $ .78 $1.04 12.4
T e 73 52 1.1 3.2 1.07 1,15 3.8
Beanst ........ 73 47 1.2 3.4 1.44 1.73 9.7
Bean Sprouts .. 68 16 1.3 3.7 1.56 1.98 w.m
Turnips . o 73 41 1.5 2.8 1.67 2.54 9.
Garlic ....... 73 27 18 2.3 1.48 2.66 2.3
Cucumbers ... P 72 27 2.3 m.m mmm Mmm me
Sweet Potatoes . 71 .82 2.6 1. 2.1 48 v
Egg Plant .............. 71 .39 2.8 1.3 - - -
Celery ... 66 To 4.3 13 211 9.12 14.3
Gourds t o . 65 -mm 4.1 1.0 2.02 8.30 11.3
Spinach _..... o 62 22 48 13 www wo.m% Wmm
Green Peppers R 60 06 : mw mm 2.13 Hm.mp 102
Squash  _............. . 42 .09 ‘ - . : :
Pomple; P 03 6.3 1.3 2.62 15.69 11.5
m PHI .. vnininnnar s rrriaanrrrrasnens 51 .DN 10.0 0.7 w.uO 30.97 10.4
1= - S Ceee b a B u..D 0.8 W.wm NM.MM WW.W
10.4 0.8 . 31.2 .
Total ........ e e $9.04 73 il 547 32,79 94
. Average per C. C. U. ........... ...t : $3.00
* Several varieties.
TABLE 27
\.qunmmo Amounts Spent for Clothing by Families in Different
Income Groups TABLE 29
Amount per Amount per Per Cent
Monthly Income u.wE,,m_w wﬁ Person men of Rent Per Room Per Month
Month Year Budget
$ .19 $ .77 2.2 Amount of Rent Families Per Cent
.67 2.37 5.3 .
74 2.19 4.1 Under $0.50... 6
1.15 2.95 5.4 $0.50—350.99. .. 23 10.2
1.61 4.49 . 5.9 1.00— 1.49... 44
2.41 6.58 7.3 1.50— 1.99... 71 40.5
2.43 575 6.5 2.00— 2.49... 82
. 3.38 10.30 7.6 2.50— 2.99... . 30 39.8
4.85 15.86 9.1 3.00— 3.49........ . 20 \
3.08 6.65 4.8 3.50— 3.99........ . 3 8.1
6.52 19.55 3.9 4.00— 499, civiiirernrnancane e
6.14 12,27 7.3 5.00—-5.99.. ... 0. [P 2
9,04 20.77 9.5 6.00— 699.......... ‘e .. 1
11.70 27.58 10.2 70— 799, ciiienine nrarraass 1 1.4
14.73 23.57 10.8
18.60 34.34 11.6
21.67 48.75 11.7
19.57 27.22 8.4
40.22 - 59.10 1.1
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TABLE 31

Average Annual Expenditure for Heat, Light and Water Items
Monthly Income | Coalballs Coal Charcoal Wood- | Kerosene | Electricity | Candles Matches Water
Noa. reporting..... -277 220 264 252 263 48 128 274 251
— 9, 1.24 $1.58 $ .72 $2.04 $ .12 $ .82 >
$1(5}-— 13. $1.09 1.36 70 2,58 $ .01 .13 .92 )
15— 19, 5 2.52 89 4.02 02 19 2.34 2!
20— 24, 1.52 2.54 1.22 4,90 $ .01 .03 .18 2.46 =
35— 29. 1.62 2.70 1.62 6.44 . 04 .28 2.60 =
30— 34, 2.02 2.39 2.71 5.65 .18 07 26 3.19 =
35— 39. 2,27 2.13 2.61 7.33 25 34 2.60 =
aW0— 49, 234 2.56 1.06 4.87 1.87 07 21 4.19 v,
50— 59. 2.69 2.36 3.10 7.68 1.27 a7 .31 4.50
60— 69. 3.29 3.80 3.56 6.94 5.75 {07 40 6.07 —
70— 79, 6.14 2.85 3.17 6.85 10.78 .14 .26 5.94 =
80— 89. 7-31 3.43 3.69 7.69 9.99 29 43 5.39
90— 99, 10.29 3.17 6.01 15.68 3.20 A0 41 7.87
100—124. 13.55 3.67 6.38 10.14 5.42 .60 .35 6.28
125—149. 22,98 2.23 5,59 10.42 .97 42 43 13.32
150—174. 31.57 1.49 9.71 8.48 25.82 42 22 13.09
175—199, 37.26 77 2.82 5.43 05 14 7.30
200—299. 32,83 4.85 7.93 11.72 22.06 71 .69 13.60
00— ... 57.45 10,03 4.16 7.49 52.35 41 57 15.84
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TABLE 34
'Average Annual Expenditure for Miscellaneous Items
Monthly Educa- | Commu- | Health E‘;ﬁ;&_ Service | Imter- Confri- | Religion Inci- |Invest. &[ Total
Income tion nications ment tainment | butions dentals | Surplus
No. Reporting| 202 229 | 283 273 244 280 139 257 279 200 o
$ 5— 9..... $ .01 $ .01 41,15 $ .23 $1.08 § .04 $ .74 $6.38 $9.64 E
10— 14 . .14 W25 1.83 82 $ .24 3.59 $1.37 43 1.09 9.48 19.24 =
15— 19 . 29 56 2.58 84 24 4.83 2.52 .62 4.36 15.38 32.22
20— 24..... 1.11 1.63 5,15 1.44 44 7.75 3.12 97 5.35 23.39 50.35 z
25— 29..... 80 | 3.63 4.40 2.07 1.12 12.10 3.13 1.47 7.50 41.86 78.10 |
30— 34..... 1.10 7.43 8.38 5.55 1.73 15.40 4.21 1.92 6.92 53.16 105.80 o]
35— 39....- 5.42 4.67 7.25 5.87 5.48 20.71 2.90 2.75 13.09 63.75 131.89 M
40— 49..... 11.60 7.70 10.31 10.64 3.49 26.38 14.17 2.03 10.78 64.25 161,35
50— 59..... 6.27 0.26 10.04 8.26 4.96 51.73 9.23 1.51 17.96 97.25 216.47 i
60— 69....- 2.07 11.21 8.55 9.39 1.78 34.40 23.41 6.60 22,45 155.77 275.63 L
00— 79..... 17.85 15,34 14.82 8,97 1.55 59,78 36.50 3.99 40.19 128.34 327.33
80— 89..... 18.08 12.24 18.29 16.08 3.48 58.62 1.37 581 28.88 205.31 368.16
90— 99..... 20.15 24.86 25,62 9.68 27,77 116,31 14.68 6.22 18.89 177.96 442,11
100—-124 o 46.29 71.04 35.95 39.72 17.23 152.87 13.58 2.92 70.02 - 11.44 561.06
125—149 ' 164.63 63.66 56.03 51.88 28.635 80.85 8.52 2.08 73.88 146,78 676.96
150-—174.... 73.04 42,47 31.74 70.55 36.12 212.05 7.23 2.23 37.49 147,88 660.80
175—199..,..| 207.34 57.01 38.27 60.84 40,51 211.26 7.70 1.71 147.36 324.01 | 1096.01
200—299.....1 125.92 84.93 46,55 42.50 66.46 272.86 16.77 6.55 94.48 737.76 | 1494.78
300— ..., .157.85 168.56 95,81 150.84 145.07 578.98 34.84 3.89 107.59 1134.66 | 2578.09

qee
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TABLE 36

Expenditure for Specific Service and Entertainment Items—
Average Per Year for Families Reporting
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Menthly Income Toilet |Street Light | Ash Cart | Tobacco Wine
No, reporting...... 173 181 224 217 215
$5— Piiiiirannns $ .01 $ .41 « 3 .31 ®
10— 140 evveennans § .16 $ .04 07 1,29 | 1.16 oo
15— 19, . vusrrnsy 22 08 12 3.22 1.50 .
20— 24,0000 [P A2 .11 .15 2.64 1.60
25— 29, .iuiirea s 29 .12 .13 4,30 2.42
30— 34...... caras .54 .13 .30 3.53 1.75
35— 3% .4 a0nan 43 .15 23 5.27 3.83
40— 49, viiaaanay 49 .16 .31 2.80 2.73
50— 5% .iveananin 77 41 45 15.10 3.10
60— 6%...c.000n .o -89 .30 .61 7.80 3.77
70— 7%..... asaan 76 .30 45 5.80 4.08
80— 89, ... 0rh-un 66 A4 1.71 7.65 7.60
[ LR+ .99 T4 1.12 9.55 5.15
100—124. .. .0 vvenn .51 15 69 6.40 3.30
125—149, . vuvcnnasen 1.08 16 76 19,55 1.60
1S0—174, . vcvannan 73 2.22 1.36 19.20 5.03
175—199...... e 14 .13 2,78 9.45 5.83
200—299 ... i enan 2.57 2.03 2.32 30.00 7.95
300— Peennuns 2.68 1.60 2.60 26.70 11.15

TABLE 37

Average Annual Expenditure for Items Used in Connection with
Religious Observances

Monthly Income Incense BWMWM‘ Hmw%%m. Candles | Fruit Calzes
No. reporting....... 206 137 123 26 137 63
$5— G.iiiennnnnn $ .03 $ .02 . ens B

10— 14...... saaans 24 .06 $ .03 e $ .05 $ .01
15— 19, 0uasnuvunns 22 .13 .04 s .16 01
20— 24....... . 43 .13 06 % .01 .17 .01
25— 29 . . 48 22 .09 01 .59 04
30— 34...... ‘e .30 25 .03 01 .51 .15
35 30 iieinanns 61 .35 21 03 90 a3
40— 49, . .hiinns . .37 .30 09 .19 96 W13

50— 5%ceanenenns f 39 W21 08 02 46 25

60— 690unneans 2.04 95 27 A2 2.19 05

J0— 7% i 58 1,63 .09 .12 84 49

80— 89... 0 00vr-us 73 AL .18 01 2.04 43

90— 99, .. iiininan 54 73 25 .03 2.37 31
100—124..,..... e .37 .32 .05 01 81 .57
125-=149 . .. vusnunas .04 .26 .01 ' 1.19 10
311 2 v S 49 27 . .34 .92
175=—199. . i.0inrnns . 1.71
200—299,...00vvu..] L53 7 03 15 1.16 1.14
30—  .eieeenens .58 .35 02 1.27 .84
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Account books, 5.

Account keeping, 2, 199; pay-
ment for, 5.

>owonnﬁm. adjustments in, 10, 36,
45,

Accuracy, 8, 10, 111; checks on,
9: questions concerning, 50,
110.

Adolph, William, 67.

Adult male equivalent, 23, 46, 51.

Age, 12, 25-27, 287, 316; in in-
dividual budgets, 242-284.

- Age at marriage, 28-29, 287,

American Fuel Administration,
151,

Apprentices, 20, 29, 178, 258, 262,

Atwater scale, 46.

Auvstralia, budgets of, 139, 323,

Automnobiles, 173, 207-208, 304;
in detailed wedding accounts,
220-229.

Automobiles, paper, 213, 216.

Bean curd, 58, 102, 329.
Beans, 58, 102, 329.

Beef, 99, 206, 328-320.
Belgium, budgets of, 139, 323.
Bicycles, 172, 304.

Birthday party, 202, 230
Births, 27, 287.

Buck, J. L., 78, 83.

Candles, 159, 187, 337.

Capital expenditure, 10, 12, 45,
193-195, 309, 319, 335-336; in
individual budgets, 242-284.

Capital income, 10, 12, 36-43,
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288-289, 318-319; in individual
budgets, 242-284; used for
weddings and funerals, in de-
tailed accounts, 220-241.

Carpenters, wages of, 31, 317,

Catty, 12,

Cereals, proportion of food ex-
penditure used for, 62-67, 293.
See also Grain, Flour. :

Chang, Tse-lin, 11, 134, 172, 224,

Charcoal, 141, 154, 334; in in-
dividual budgets, 242-284.

Children, families with, 26; in
school, 169, 257, 271, 277, 282-
283, 304; number of, 316;

wMowonmon of population, 24,

China International Famine Re-
lief Committee, 80,

Chinese, 19, 285, .

Christianity, influence on ex-
penditure, 34, 185, 189, 236,
288, 307; families influenced
by, 34, 258, 272, 276.

Chu, M. T, 323.

Cloth, price of, 119.

Clothing, expenditure for, 48,
110-112, 205, 212, 289, 297,
319-320, 330; monthly variation
in, 114, 117; proportion budget
used for, 52, 113-114, 290, 298,
319, 321-322, 330; correlated
with propertion for heat, 117,
144, 301; in other countries,
115-116, 323; prices ‘of, 119;
in detailed accounts, 220-284.

Coal, amount used, 147, 150, 153,
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300, 334; mxuna&g..o for, 146-
148, mco 333; price of, 147,

mwf in E&Saum_ gammﬁm. N&N-.

284,

Coalballs, 13, 148; amount used,
150, 300, mmA expenditure for,
147-148, 150, mco 333; monthly
variation in, HmH. 301, 334;
price of, 149, 334; in individ-
ual budgets, 242-284.

Communication, 170-173, 304,
319, 335-336; in individual
budgets, 242-284.

Condiments, amounts used, 90-95,
205, 328; expenditure mom. mwa
60, mo.um 200, 202, 324, 327;
monthly variation in, 69, ﬂ
325; proportion foed muﬂums&-
Ewo used for, 62-63, 324:
prices of, 89-95, 328; in de-
tailed accounts, 220-284.

Contributions, 184-185, 306, 319,
335-336; influence of Chris-
tianity on, 35, 185, 306; in indi-
vidual budgets, 242-284.

Cost Consumption Unit, Hm» 23;
number per family, NA y 54,
286, 315, 321; amount food
per unmit, mm-mm 90-94, 99-100,
105-106, 208 Nom mwm-mmm 328;
food @Numnm;:nm per unit, au
49, 51, 289, 290, 292, mmo. in-
come per, Em:mnnm on ex-
penditure, 55, 120, 140, 146,
167, 322,

Currency used, 14.

Deaths, 27, 287.

Deficit, added to accounts, 10, 14,
38; amount of, 37, mHmw
wEE:mm with, 37-38,

Education, 41-42, 168, -303, 319,
mwmrmmm. in E&Saumn w_ummmﬁm.
242-284,

- Eggs, 95, 100, 329.

Electricity, 142, 147, 159, 300,

333.

Engagement, 229,

Engel's Law, true for food, 52,
290; for miscellaneous, Hmf
for rent, 138; net true for
clothing, 115, 298; heat and
light, 142, 300.

Entertainment, 181, 302, 319,
335-336; in individual budgets,
242-284,

Exchange, silver-copper, 8, 13:
gold-silver, 14,

Expenditure, capital, 12; current,
14; total, 45, 289, 319.

Pace-saving, 210.

m,mEHE. 14; number of, 3, 285,
315; in income groups, 4, 315;
with children, 26; size of, No.
286, 315; influenced by in-
come, 21, 286; C.C.U, in, 24,
286, 315; race, 19, 285; origin,
19, 315; time in Peiping, 20,
Nmm Qm.nﬂ_unﬁon in city, 17,
Nmm wage earners in, 30, 287:
in mﬁm&&. accounts, 220-284.

Feasts, for festivals, 68, 71-73,
83, 97, 99, 188, 294; for
funerals, 217, 308; for wed-
dings, 204-205, 256; in detailed
accounts, 220-284.

Feng Yii-hsiang, 10.

Firecrackers, 188.

m,mwww 101, 222, 225, 230, 240, 281,

Flour, amount used, mm.mm. 294~
295, 326; oxwm:mncnm for 59,
wm-mm Nom 292, 204, 324, mm.m.
E,oﬁE% <mmmmou mn. 65, 69-71,
294, 325; proportion food ex-
penditure used for, 61-62, 203,
324 ; prices of, 86, 291, 326; in
detailed accounts, 220-284.

Food, 46-108, 290-297, 319-330,
mww amount per OOG._ ma..
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95, 205, 326, 328; expenditure
for, 47, 49-51, 54-56, 289-290,
320-321; per capita, 47, 320;
monthly variation in, 67-75,
294, 325; proportion budget
used for, 47, 52-56, 289-290,
319, 321-322; in other countries,
57, mmm fuel value of, 78; for
u.mrmuosm observances, Hmm mmw
in detailed accounts, 220-284.

Fruit, 59, 61-62, 64, 107-108,
202.293, 297, 324, 337; varia-
tion in monthly expenditure,
- 69, 73, 294, 325; for religious
o.cmmannam_ 73, Hmw 337; in in-
dividual budgets, NAN.Nf

Fuel, amounts used, 147, 150,
153-154, 300, 334; for momﬂm.
in detailed accounts, 220, 241;
also see Heat.

" Funerals, 198-201, 211-220, 308;

detailed accounts of, Nﬁ.mﬁ

Gamble, S. D., 322.

Gambling, 9, 37, 183, 267.

Geomancer, NG. Nmm. 237, 240.

Germany, budgets of, 116, 138,
143,

Gifts, 5, 183, 199, 202-203, 308;
in ﬁmm&nm and mnnmnmn ac-
counts, 220-241,

Gilds, wages fixed by, 31

Government Bureau of Industrial
and Commercial Information,
85.

Grain, amounts used, 86-88, 2905,
326: expenditure for, 59-60,
79-80, 83-84, 205, 292, 324-325;
monthly variation in, 65, 69,
71, 325; proportion food ex-
penditure used {for, 62, 293,
324; prices of, 86, 326; in de-
tailed accounts, 220-284.

Health, 173- Hum 302, 319, 335+
336.

Heat, with light and water, 141-
145, 300-301, 332; expenditure
for, 48, 141, 146-155, 290, 300,
319-320, 332-333; monthly va-
riation im, 152, 301, 334; pro-
portion budget used for, 142,
145, 290, 300, 321-322, 332; in
other countries, 143, 323; cor-
related with proportion for
clothing, 117, 144, 30%; in indi- .
vidual budgets, 242-284.

Home ownership, 124, 298.

Hopei Province, 15, 19,

House repair, 41-42, 240; in de-
tailed accounts, 220-229.

House tax, 191-192; in individual
budgets, 242-284.

Household equiptent, 175, 204,
305, 319, 335-336; in detailed
accounts, 220-229, 242-284.

Houses, paper, 213, 216, 241.

Housing, 121-133, 298-299, 331;
persons per room, 130, 299,
331; rooms per family, 129,
298, 331; families moving, 126;
in individual budgets, 242-284.

Idle time, 32-34; in individual
budgets, 242-284,

Incense, 187, 208, 217, 307; in
detailed accounts, 220-284. -
Incidentals, 190-193, 307, 319,
335-336; in individual budgets,”

242-284.

Income, 12, 14, 36-43, 288-289,
318-319; influence on size of
family, 21, 286, 315; range of,
3, 285; relation of to time in
m.nﬁEm. 20, 286; per C.CU.
influence on oﬂumn&_nnna. 55,
120, 140, 146, 167, 322.

Income groups, 4, 15, 315.

India, budgets of,. 57, 63, 116,
139, 201, 323.

Interest, income from, 39-40, 222,
227, 318; proportion income
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from, 41, 43, 288-280, 319; in
individual budgets, 242-284.
Interest paid, see Incidentials; in
_ savings societies, 196,
Interest rates, 198,
Investrnent, see Capital Expendi-
ture.

Japan, budgets of, 57, 116, 139,
143, 291, 298, 323..

Kerosene, amount used, 157,
300, 334; expenditure for, 142,
147, 156, 300, 333; monthly
variation in, 151, 157, 301, 334;
prices of 155, 334; in individual
budgets, 242-284,

Kindling, 154, 333-334,

Light, expenditure for, 141-142,
155-160,. 300, 333; monthly
variation in, 151, 157, 301, 334;
with heat and water, 141-145,
290, 300, 319-322, 332;: in in-
dividual budgets, 242.284.

Literacy, measure of, 169,

Loans, see Capital Income and
Expenditure.

" Manchu, 19, 227, 253, 258, 264.
Marital condition, 27-28, 287,
Masons, wages of, 31, 317.
Matches, 160, 333.

Meat, amount used, 98-101, 295-
296, 328; expenditure for, 59-
60, 67, 95-103, 205, 202, 324,
329; monthly variation in, 69,
71.72, 294, 325; proportion
food expenditure used for, 62-
63, 293, 324; in other countries,
66-67, 323; prices of, 11, 72,
97-101, 328; in detailed ac-
counts, 220-284.

Emw%ﬂdmn for weddings, 210,

Midwife, 174, 254,

Milk, 58, 103, 329,

Miscellaneous, expenditure for, .

48, 164, 290, 301, 319-320; pro-
portion budget wused for, 52,
164, 166-167, 290, 301, 319,
321-322; in other countries,
165, 323; analysis of 10
items, Education, Communica-
tion, etc., 167-197, 302-309,
335-336; in individual budgets,
242.284,

Miscellaneous food, 58-59, 61-62,
64, 76, 293, 324; in individual
budgets, 242.284. :

Miscellaneous income, 37, 39-40,
42-43, 289, 318-319; in indi-
vidual budgets, 242-284,

Mohammedanism, influence on-

)

mwmo:&ﬁaﬂa.mm‘wm.oﬁgmm.m:
231, 285, 288, 306. :

Mohammedans, number of, 19,
"34, 287 ; individual families, 99,
231, 274; priests, 215.

Morrow, Louise, 51, 322,

Mourning clothes, 212-2i3; in

L

detailed funeral accounts, 231-

241,

Mutton, 11, 95-100, 240, 256,
328-329; in individual budgets,
242.284,

National War Labor Board, 165,

New Year, 33, 68, 72, 97-99, 117,
179, 183, 186-189, 197, 294; in
individual budgets, 242-284.

Newspapers, 169, 252, 264, 268,
271, 276-277, 283, 303.

Nuts, 58, 102, 329,

Occupations, 29-34, 287, 316-317;
in detailed accounts, 220-284.
dil, for cooking, 58, 89-91, 205,

327-328; in individual budgets,
242-284,
Old Ladies’ Home, 50, 112,
Opium, 9, 30, 267,
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Paper gods, 187, 209, 221, 231,
250, 258, 261, 263, 271, 307, 337.

Paper images, 213, 216; in de-
tailed funeral accounts, 231-
241.

Paper money, 187, 209, 216, 307,
337; in detailed accounts, 220-
284,

Percentages, how figured, 15.

Picul, 15. '

Pork, 11, 95-108, 205, 295, 328-
329; in detailed accounts, 220-
284,

Prices, increase in, 11, 70; cloth,
i19; clothing, 119; condi-
ments, 89-94, 328; electricity,
158; flour, 86, 291, 326; fruit,
74; fuel, 147, 149, 154, 334;
grain, 86, 326: kerosene, 153,
- 158, 334; meat, 11, 72, 97-101,
328; oil, 11, 89, 91, 328; vege-
tables, 104-107, 296 ; water, 161;
wine, 182,

Race, 19, 285."

Recreation, see Entertainment.

Religion, 34, 45, 186-189, 208,
215, 287, 306, 319, 336-337; see
also Incense, Paper gods,
Paper money; influence on
expenditure, see goerEnmm.uu
ism, Christianity; In individ-
ual budgets, 242-284,

Rent, expenditure for, 48, 133,

200, 299, 319-320, 331; increase

in, 128, 136; per room, 134-

136, 299, 331; proportion
budget used for, 52, 136-140,
290, 299, 319, 321-322, 331; in
other countries, 138-139, 323.
Rent income, families receiving,
38, 318; amount of, 37, 39-40,
288, 318; proportion budget
from, 37, 41, 43, 288, 319.
Rent value added to budgets, 10,

16, 36, 45, 123, 288, 318; in
detailed accounts, 220-284.

Rickshas, number, 171; owner-
ship, 33; rent, 32-33, 38, 172,
251, 256.

Rickshas, paper, 213, 216.

Ricksha men, 30, 178, 199, 201,
220, 237, 251, 255, 287, 304-
305; earnings of, 32, 171-172,
317; tips to, 207.

Russia, budgets of, 57, 139, 291,
323, _

Salt, consumption of, 92, 295,
328; expenditure for, 90, 92,
222, 230, 327; prices of, 11,
328; in individual budgets,.
242.284,

Salt vegetables, 58, 105-106, 296,
330.

Savings, see Surplus and Capital
income; also detailed accounts,

© 220-284,

Savings Societies, 45, 196, 223,
227, 265, 271, 274, 278, 309. .

Saxony, budgets of, 139, 323.

School, number attending, 169,
304, :

Secondary wives, 27, 270, 278,
287,

Servants, 20, 178, 262, 274, 280,
282, 286, 305; wages of, 179,
305, 3i7. :

Servants, paper, 213, 216, 233,
239, ,

Service, 176-181, 206, 218, 304,
319, 335, 337; in detailed ac-
counts, 220-284,

Sex distribution, 25, 286, 316.
Shanghai, budgets of, 36, 115,
139, 143, 166, 322

Social Research Hummﬁﬁﬁ Pei-
ping, 323.

Sokolsky, G. E., 323
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Standards of living, comparison
of, 57, 116, 139, 143, 165-166,
291,

Stoves, 148,

Street lights, 177, 337; in indi-
vidual budgets, 242.284.

Subletting of rooms, 36, 125, 298.

Surplus, 16, 39, 45, 166, 193, 195,
289, 309, 335-336; in individual
budgets, 242-284,

Sweden, budgets of, 116, 138,
143. .

T'ao, L. K, 51, 56, 64, 74, 78, 88,
96, 106, 133, 143, 176. )
Taxes, automobile, 173 ; bicycle,
172, 192; house, 190 ; peddlers’,
192; ricksha, 172, 192; in indi-
vidual budgets, 242-284.
Telephones, 173, 304. .
Tips, 206-207, 215, 218; in de.
tailed accounts, 220-241,
Tobaceo, 182, 207, 218, 303, 337;
in detailed accounts, 220-284.
Transportation, see Communica-
tion; also 207, 218 and detajled
accounts, 220-241. .,

Unemployment relief, 178.
United States, budgets of, 57, 66,

115, 139, 143, 151, 153, 165, 174,

176, 292-293, 300, 323.
United States Department of
Agriculture, 13, 23, 46,

INDEX

Vegetables, consumption of, 105+
106, 296; expenditure for, 59,
61, 67, 103-107, 292, 324, 330;
monthly variation in, 69, 71,
294, 325; proportion food ex.
. penditures used for, 62-63, 324;
prices of, 104-107, 296; in de-
tailed accounts, 220-284,

Wages, income from, 16, 37-41,.
43, 288, 318-319; in detailed
accounts, 220-284.

Wages paid, see Service,

Wage earners, 29-30, 34, 287, 316.

Wage rates, 30-32, 172, 179, 305,
317; in detailed accounts, 220-
284, }

Water, 141, 147, 151, 160-163,
300, 333.334; included with
heat and light, 141-146, 290,
319-322, 332; in individual
budgets, 242-284, .

Weddings, 27, 198-199, 203-210,
287, 308; presents for, 39,
202-203; detailed accounts of,
220-229.

Widows, 27, 287,

Wine, 182, 202, 207, 218, 303, 337
in detailed accounts, 220-284.

Women wage earners, 29-30,.34,
287, 304, 317; wages of, 34,
179, 221, 275, 282, 284, 305, 317.

Yenching University, 170.
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